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Central
Oklahoma
Radio

Amateurs, Inc.

Minutes of the CORA mccting for June
24" 1997,

The meecting was called to order by the
president of CORA, Hal Miller, KB120Q.
There were four clubs represented with
(hirteen directors present and two visilors.
The meeting place was rescheduled and
moved to Coits at N. Penn and [-44.

The secretary’s report was accepled as
printed in the C&E with one correction.
The treasurer’s report was accepled
unanimously.

from

The wvice-president was  abscnl

tonight’s mecting,

Presidents report. The lax returns for
CORA have been mailed; we did not have
to pay anything this year.

The application for non-profit 501-c status
has been completed by CORA’s
accountants and is in the mail.

The C&E is doing good; however, due to
Ham Holiday 1997 the August issue of the
C & E will be one week late. Once we
have federal 501-c status we will look into
gelting tax exempt status from the stale of
Oklahoma,

Ham Holiday 1997,

Prizes. The Grand Prize will be a gifi
certificate of $800.00 to be spent at any of
our Ham Holiday vendors. You pick it,
CORA pays for it

There will be TWO pre-regisiration
prizes given away. The prizes are MFJ
antenna analyzers.

There will be some choice doorprizes this
year. More | can’t say, you have to come
to the hamfest to find out.

The talk-in frequency will be 146820, the
QOCAPA repeater.

el T

Lasi minuie details. The upcoming
CORA meeting on July 22™, 1997 is very
important, All clubs involved in any way
with Ham Holiday arc urged (o aftend.
This will be the last meeting before Ham
Holiday 1997, The mecting will be on
Tuesday, July 22%, 1997 at 7:30 FM at
the Salvation Army Divisional
Headquarters at NW 50" and N
Pennsylvamia Ave, Be There!

Respectiully submitted,
Forrest Rush, N5VYWF
CORA secrelary

CORA VE SESSION
June 16, 1997

On the above noted date, which was the
third Monday of June, the CORA VE
test session was held at 6: 00 PM. The
applicants and Volunteer Examiners were
all set for the six PM start time. 6:00
o'clock is when the little hand is pointing
straight down and the big hand is pointing
straight up in case one might need
reminding, The CORA test sessions are
held each month on the third Monday (1
know vou remember the time) at the
Salvation Army Divisional Headquarters
in OKC at the Northwest corner of Penn

and Northwest Highway. Results from the

June 1997 session are as follows:

Test Elements Passed - 7
Total Applicants -5
Applicants Upgrading -4

Individuals passing indicated elements:

James Hale, 2 & 3A ¥

Ed Kelsay, 2 & 3A, *

Bill Parsons, 3B, *#*#
Larry M. Whitely, 2 & 3A *

1A - 5 wpm code, 1B - 13 wpm code, 1C -
20 wpm

2-Movice Theory

3A - Technician Theory

3B - General Theory

44 - Advanced Theory

4B - Extra Theory

Upgraded to: * Technician, ** Tech Plus,
%% General, ¥**¥* Advanced, # Extra

Yes, it is time to extend congratulations to
(hese successcs! Each is owed a hearty
handshake. To each of these Amaleur
Radio operators an Elmer andfor family
members are also to be thanked for ther
support. It is not long until the next fest
session at  the  Salvation Army for
upgrading or entry level licensing. So,
keep up the study schedule, and realize
that upgrade ticket could be just a few
weeks away. You will be quite proud for
reaching your goal: either you own ticket
or helping a friend pass their test. The
time until the next VE session go by
anyway 50 why not go for it | Remember
that by planning your study (ime,
maintdining your schedule and taking the
lest you risk PASSING !

So now you are pumped to go for “victory-
lang” and want to know when that next
test is don’t you 7 Monday, July 21st-
location and time, as above. The always
on schedule CORA VE team will be there
to courteously fulfill their role. Thanks to
that group for their a job well done.

73 de John Thomason
WBSSYT@AOL.COM

]

IThe Amateur Radio cummunit}f‘

mourns the passing of a friend and
neighbor,

Dale Johnson, ABSMP

We extend our deepest sympathy to|
the Johnson family.
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Chit - Chat

by Linda Mifler, NI LPN

Simple blessings, life’s challenges and
facing tomorrow ...

I was sitting in the rocker reading a novel
and Little One decided to sit on the end
table and watch me. He sat there for some
time without making a sound. He is very
quiet and scems happy just to watch me
read silently, A little later, he reaches over
and starts biting the edge of the book. I
reach over and pick him up and holding
him in my arms, gently begin rocking him
while | continue to read my book. He
settles down and begins to purr to the
rhythm of the rocking motion. The
warmth  and deep contentment |
experience is beyond words.

It is early morning and not even 7:00 am
yet and I have just fixed myself a cup of
coffeec. I open up the curtains to the
sliding doors which look out onto our
backyard. A beautiful male Blue Jay lands
on our home-made bird feeder. While his
mate, she has the dull muted coloring, is
on the ground under the feeder eating the
seeds that have fallen to the ground. The
early morning sun shines off the males’
feathers making his colors  almost
blinding. A sight I would not have missed
for the world. I wonder how many people
take the time (o really see the world right
under their noses?

‘Have you ever had a restless feeling and
wondered why? | was taught that when [
fell penned in and restless that there was
only one true cure, Tune out the noises of
the world and walk outside in the
moonlight. Look up at the stars in the sky

and really sce what you are looking at.
Taking time to sce the night sky can put
things into perspective and calm you
when yvou least expect it T find that my
problems and restlessness are very small
compared (o the whole picture
surrounding me. Once more 1 am ready o
face the challenges placed before cach

Chenish life and walk through it with the
eves of a child as if you are sceing the
world for the very first time. Sometimes,
we tend to allow everyday frustrations and
disappointments to cloud and overwhelm
us. Make every day count, see beauty
where you never thought to find it before.
Take time to sec the good in your life and
all you have been blessed with instead of
counting all the negative things going
wrong. I believe strongly that we must
learn from our mistakes but also we must
not allow them to overshadow our lives.
Try to sec tomorrow as a new day and
cach single day is a fresh starl, leaving
today’s mistakes behind you. Our time
here on this earth is limited and none of
us knows when it will end. Make the best
of that time in whatever you do in this life

and make it something you can be proud
of.

Until next month. ...

VHF Club
NEWS
WSLOW

Elmer Goekler Memorial
Safion

Club minutes of the June 19th, 1997
meeting,

The Oklahoma Central VHF ARC held
the regular meeting at Neighbors Country
Kitchen, Classen Blvd. at N. 33rd St
President Jackolyn, KASENU, called the
meeting to order at 5:30 PM with 12
members and guests in attendance,

Minutes for last months meeting as
published in the C&E werc approved.

The treasurers reporl was given by Jim,
W3AIl, and approved.

There was no subject brought up under
old business, nor under new business.

Bob, WSHXL, gave a report on the CORA
meeling, There were discussions about
how preparations for Ham Holiday were
coming along and il scems all the hard
work will result in a great hamfest so plan
to be there early and stay late,

The meeting was then adjourncd., and
although it was short, the food was
nevertheless  delicious  and  evervone
enjoyed the time together.

13, de LR . KBSWVE

AUTOS PICKUPS VANS

| #115 DEtﬂiI

&

670-5525
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e Dook Kook

1717 5, Air Depot
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TERRAY L. SMITH
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(4de5) T3F-3781
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Ada Amateur Radio
Club

The Ada ARC convenes al 10:15 am, 14
June 1997, for the regular monthly
meeting. The meeting is normally held the
first Saturday of cach month, however the
meeling dale was moved back one week 1o
accommodate the “Arlington Hamfesl”
schedule. The Arlington Hamfest was
good, bul we hear that Oklahoma City's
Ham Holiday 1997, interspersed with
unique attractions will be superb.

The treasurer's report was accepled as
piven and was passed without objection.

Field Day wili take place on June 28,
1997al the Ada Airporl adjacent to the
Mational Guard Armory, Set - up will
begin al %:00 am, with Field Day starting
at 1:00 pm, Members are advised to mark
their gear for identification, John,
KCSEZC will provide gencralor power
while other members provide radios,
antennas and other necessary items.

The  Ada ARC  will  provide
communications for the “Greal American
Car Race” coming through Ada on June
27. Communications will consist of
emergency and other volunteer services as
the cars near their interim destination af
downtown Ada.

Sam, KMSIY agreed to fill the duties ol
Secretary / Treasurer for the remainder of
the 1997 term, carrying the tille of
“Acting Interim Secretary / Treasurer™,

A list of volunteer hams will be provided
to local authoritics. The volunteers will
help provide emergency and other
necessary communications at the City
Park during 4* of July festivilies.

The scheduled July meeling for Ada ARC
will be Saturday, 12 July. This change
was made to allow members lo celebratle
Independence Day.

The Ada ARC is expanding. Club
Headquarters will remain in the EEOC
office, located in the basement of Ada City
Hall. This location is ideal because of

- 3

direct liaison with EEOQOC and Ada ARC
slorm spotters. The auxiliary
communications and club meeting center
will be located at Salvation Army
Headquarters, 115 M. Oak Streel, the
auxiliary center has VHF [/ UHF
capabilities at this time, HF capabilities
will be added in the near future. This
location will facilitate casier access to all
club members. Remember next meeting
July 12 at the Salvation Army.

The club is open for donations to help
complete the auxiliary center radio desk.
One anonymous donor has already made a
generous gift, so let us all contribute fo
this worthy cause. Call Sam, KM3IY (@
436-2224 for your receipt.

The Ada ARC VE team assembled for one
test session cach month for April, May
and June, with the results as follows:

Sam Jewell - Upgrade to Advanced

John Renes - Technician

Dennis Whipple - General Theory

Edward Elhs - Technician

Finis Hallmark - Upgrade to Tech Plus

Mancy Myers - Techmician

Alan Gilliam - Technician

Mark Craddock - Technician

Levona Etier - Technician

Weldon Hudson - Technician

James Stevens - Techmecian

Congratulations to all on a job well done.

sam Jewell, KM3TY
ADA ARC Secretary

Bad Day ??

So vou think you're having a bad day!
The following is taken from a Florida
newspaper.

A man was working on his molorcycle on
his patio and his wife was in the house in
the kitchen. The man was racing the
engine on the motorcycle and somechow,
the motorcycle slipped into gear. The
man, still holding the handlebars, was
dragged through a glass patio door and
the motorcycle dumped onto the floor
inside the house. The wife, hearing the
crash, ran into the dining room, and found
her husband laying on the floor, cul and

bleeding, the molorcycle laying next (o
him and the patio door shattered. The wife
ran 1o the phone and swmmoned an
ambulance.

Because they lived on a fairly large hull,
the wife went down the several flights of
long steps to the sireet to direct the
paramedics to her husband. After the
ambulance arrived and transportcd the
husband to the hospital, the wife up
righted the motorcycle and pushed it
outside. Secing that gas had spilled on the
floor, the wife obtained some papers
towels, blotted up the gasoline, and threw
the towels in the toilet.

The husband was treated at the hospital
and was released to come home. After
arriving home, he looked at the shattered
patio door and the damage done to his
motorcycle. He became despondent, went
into the bathroom, sat on the toilet and
smoked a cigarctte. After finishing the
cigarette, he flipped it between his legs
into the toilet bowl while still seated.

The wife, who was in the kitchen, heard a
loud explosion and her hushand
screaming. She ran into the bathroom and
found her husband laying on the floor, His
trousers had been blown away and he was
suffering burns on the buttocks, the back
of his legs and his groin. The wife again
ran to the phone and called for an
ambulance.

The same ambulance crew was dispatched
and the wife met them at the street. The
paramedics loaded the husband on the
stretcher and began carrying him to the
streel. While they were going down the
stairs to the street accompanied by the
wife, one of the paramedics asked the wife
how the husband had burncd himself. She
told them and the paramedics started
laughing so hard, one of them tipped the
streicher and dumped the husband out. He
fell down the remaining steps and broke
his ankle,




Wheat Straw
Amateur Radio Club

The June eighth meeting was held in the
Watonga State Bank communily room
with 22 people present.  Meeting was
called to order at 2:30 p.m, by President
Johnny, K5GBn, Minutes of the previous
meeting were read by Joe, WASFLT, with
no corrections,

Field Day was discussed, bul nothing
became of it for this time. Since the club
reserved a shelter for our annual covered
dish dinner in Red Rock Park in May
1998, A motion was made after discussion
by Leo, WZ5H about the policy at the
Canton Lake shelters. A motion was made
to reserve a shelter now for the Aupust
covered dish dinner 1997, Seconded by
Alice, WASEUW. Motion Carried.

Joe, WASFLT had already golien
confirmation of the reservalions for the
shelter for the 1998 May meeting. The
shelter is down at the south end, we will
know a little more about it in time,

Some one questioned what was the talk
about raising Wheatstraw dues at the May
meeling. Ralph, WASPFK restated his
thoughts he proposed at the May meeting,
He did not make a motion at that time, he
asked for the members to be thinking
about it for a meeting about November.
The proposal is, to the raise the cost for
the first hcensed member of the family
from $10.00 a year to $12.00, The second
or more licensed member of the home
leave the dues at $5.00. Raise the dues of
an unlicensed spouse from $2.00 to £3.00
with no voting privileges.

The July 13" meeting will be held in
Calumet, OK at the city hall. The City
Hall from the stop light in the middle of
town 15 on¢ block south, then ' block

TEE Y R -l

west, the white building on the north side
of the road. Stop and come on in, If the
sun 15 not out and you don’t know which
way 15 west, 1if you are going south, one
block from the stop light turn (o your
right. If you are coming from the south
gomng toward the hght one block south
turn left.

After having a good meeling, some one
made a motion we adjourn, the line was
formed to the refreshments. T think just
about everyone brought refreshments. We
visited and ate until, [ don’t think anyone
could eat any supper. Johnny said that he
would be nel control for the month, 1 will
help him as needed.

I received the last issue of the Collector
and Emutter and quickly found out there
was not a Chit - Chat article. This is
usually the first article I read.

I have been off the air for about a month, [
got back on the air this afiernoon an it felt
good to be back.

Doing some reading this afternoon in
QST, 1 read a few letters from the
correspondence section page 24 in the
June and July issues. In the July, QST
revisiing Heard Island. Updale your
address, | find a lot of hams do not, thus
(J5Ls don’t get to them. In the July issue,
page 24 Phonetically Speaking A
European Reflection. Here is a goodie, 1f
you are having Stop it! Another one Off
Line - and loving it.

If you do not receive the QST or an ARRL
member, you should be.

When God created humans he gave us two
cars and only one mouth, expecting us to
listen twice as much as we talk,

Memonal Day 1997, we had a good
program and a large crowd. 1 would say it
was the largest crowd we have ever had. It
was estimated the crowd to be as much as
oneg hundred fifty. The speaker was
Congressman Frank Lucas,

I talked to some of the local people who
were nol there and the answer 1 got was
“Oh! T am not a veteran” [ do not
understand why people think that way.

We advertised on the radio and in the
local newspaper for all our loved ones
who had gone on before us,

We have quite a group of entertainment
lined up for the 4" of July Hoping things
go well and we have a large crowd.

Ralph, WASPFK

SHORT FINAL...

The begmling ideas aboul science quoted
here were supposcdly gleaned from essays,
exams, and classroom discussions. Most

were from 5th and 6th graders. Some
seem 1o apply to the art of fhight...

= The law of gravily says no fair jumping
up without coming back down.

- Clouds are high ying fogs.
- I am not sure how clouds gel formed.

But the ¢clouds know how (o do il. and that
15 the important thing,

- Water vapor gets together in a cloud.
When it is big ¢cnough to be called a drop.
it does.

- Humudity 15 the experience of looking for
air and finding water.

- Rain is often known as soft walcr,
oppositely known as hail,

- Rain is saved up in cloud banks.
= A blizzard 15 when it snows sideways.
= A hurricane is a breeze of a bigly size,

- Isotherms and iscbars are even more
important than their names sound.

And our favorite...

- Rainbows are just to look at, not to really
understand
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Lawton / Ft Sill
Amateur Radio
Club

Nedes fieom the out going President:

June was a busy and exciting month for
the Lawton/Fort Sill Amateur Radio Club.
The election of new officers went well.
The new President is NSPYD Paul
Wardell: new Vice President KCSIZN Dr.
Mark Ewell; Secretary-Treasurer
KCSCYY Paul Goulet. The new officers

took office on July 1, 1997. 1 wish to
thank the many members of the
Lawton/Fort Sill Amateur Radio Club

who worked so very hard during the past
vear lo enable us lo provide public service
io our communily and other <club
functions. A special thanks to my fellow
officers and commiltec chairpersons, 1
also wish to thank each and every club
member for their support and cooperation,
THANKS TO ALL!

As vou know by now, we had a great Ficld
Day.  The wvisit with  Astronaut John
Blaha, KCSTZ0 and his wife Brenda was
cul short because of the MIE emergency.
Amateurs  cerlainly  understand  the
importance of his experience and ability o
provide support to the MIR crew. We
were indeed fortunate that he had time to
spend with many community leaders and
organizations for that 1 am personally
thankful. We wish to (hank them
tremendously for taking time from their
busy schedule to visit our Field Day and
our great city.

I look forward to working with the newly
clected officers. As my term comes (o an
end 1 would ask that each wmember
continue (o provide the samec support to
them as you did to me. Serving as

President is nothing but a pleasure when
there are s0 many capable, talented
members as we have, This past year has
been an exciting experience that 1 have
enjoyed. [ say to everyone in the amateur
radio community being your [fearless
leader over the past 12 months has been
an experience that will last a lifetime,

73 de Jim, NSUJB

ATTITUDE IS EVERYTHING

By Francie Baltazar-Schwartz

Jerry was the kind of guy you love (o hate.
He was always in a good mood and always
had something positive to say. When
someone ask him how he was doing, he
would reply, "If [ were any better, I would be
Iwins!™

He was a umique manager because he had
several waiters who had followed him
around from restaurant to restaurant. The
reason the waiters followed Jemry was
because of his attitude. He was a natural
motivator. If an employee was having a bad
day, Jerry was there telling the employee
how to look on the positive side of the
situation. Seeing this style really made me
curious, so one day | went up to Jerry and
asked him, "I don't get it! You can't be a
positive person all of the time. How do you
do it

Jerry replied, "Each moming | wake up and
say to myself, Jerry, you have two choices
today. You can choose to be in a good mood
or you can choeose to be in a bad mood. |
choose to be in a good mood. Each time
something bad happens, [ can choose to be a
vielim or 1 can choose to leamn from it |
choose to learn from it. Every time someone
comes 1o me complaining, 1 can choose to
accepl their complaining or | can point out
the positive side of life. 1 choose the positive
side of life.”

"Yeah, right, it's not that easy," [ prolested.

"Yes it is,” Jerry said. "Life is all about
choices. When you cut away all the junk,
every situation is a choice. You choose how
you react lo situations. You choose how
peaple will affect your mood. You choose to
be in a good or bad mood. The bottom line:
It's your choice how you live life.”

1 reflected on what Jerry smd.  Soon
thereafter, 1 lefi the restaurant industry to

starl my own business. We lost touch, but |
often thought about him when | made a
choice about life nstead of reacting lo 1.
Several years later, [ heard that Jerry did
something you are never supposed (o do in a
restaurant business: he left the back door
open One morning and was held up at gun
point by three armed robbers. While trying to
open the safe, his hand, shaking [rom
nervousness, slipped off the combination.
The robbers panicked and shot him.

Luckily, Jerry was found relatively quickly
and rushed to the local trauma center. Afler
18 hours of surgery and weeks of intensive
care, Jerry was released from the hospital
with frapments of the bullets still in his body.

[ saw Jemry aboul six months after the
accident, When | asked him how he was, he
replied, "If T were any better, I'd be twins.
Wanna see my scars?"

I declined to see his wounds, but did ask him
what had gone through his mind as the
robbery took place.

"The first thing that went through my mind
was that | should have locked the back door,”
Jerry replied. “Then, as [ lay on the floor, I
remembered that [ had two choices: [ could
choose to live, or | could choose lo die. |
chose to live." "Weren't you scared? [hd you
lose consciousness?” 1 asked.  Jemry
continued, "The paramedics were great.
They kept telling me [ was going to be fine.
But when they whecled me into the
emergency room and | saw the expressions
on the faces of the doctors and nurses, [ got
really scared. In their eyes, | read, 'He's a
dead man.' I knew 1 needed to take action.”

"What did you do?" | asked. "Well, there was
a big, burly nurse shouting questions at me,”
said Jerry. "She asked if 1 was allergic to
anything. 'Yes,' | replied. The doctors and
nurses stopped working as they waited for
my reply..

1 took a deep breath and yelled, "Bullets!
Owver their laughter, | told them, 'l am
choosing to live. Operate on me as 1f | am
alive, not dead.”

Terry lived thanks to the skill of his doctors,
but also because of his amazing attitude. [
learmed from him that every day we have the
choice to live fully.

Attitude, after all, is everything,
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Amateur Radio
Newsline

Articles  reproduced  printed in  their
entirety and credit is given o AMATEUR
RADIO NEWSLINE as the source.

Indy 500 Parade

It took some extra time because of the
rainy weather, but this years Memorial
Day Indianapolis 500 auto race was
finally completed. But before there was
the race there was the parade and
Amateur Radio helped to make it happen.

It was a TV production that any network

would be proud off Ten cameras, five
locations and lots of colorful action.

The event was the Indianapolis 500
Festival Parade. Seventeen amateur radio
operators covered the annual parade from
end to end. The amateur tv network
provided closed circuit tv pictures of the
cntire route. The video was feed to an
operations center where law enforcement,
medical and parade committee members
could see the action surrounding the
parade.

According to Jim Keeth, AF9A the feed is
used to spot potential trouble spots which
might causc delays or other problems.

Paul Bohrer, W9DUU headed up this
years project along with Malcolm
Mallette, WAIBVS.

Jack adds that Amateur Radio operators

have been helping to coordinate this
parade for the past ten ycars.

(Via Amateur News Weelly)

The Great Soccer Maich

The same weekend, Dayton Ohio saw the
only event that comes close to compeling
with the Hamvention in size and scope. It
was a major soccer maich held in the
superb of Huber Heights. And once again
Amatcur Radio played an integral part in
making it a success.

Over the Memorial Day Weckend, May
Z24th, 25, and 26th over 7,000 soccer team
members from across MNorth America
descended on Huber Heights for the
Warrior Soccer Classic.

Better than 100 teams turned down afier
the field of 360 (cams was filled,

The Dayton Amateur Radio Association
communication van crews headed up
safety and administrative communications
at fifteen soccer fields at Cloud Park and

hifty fields at Wright Patterson Air force
Base.

Realtime updates of game results fir next
round painngs were past on to the
officials via a dedicated packet link to
help keep things moving smoothly,

The size of this event ranks second only to
Hamvention in Montgomery County. And
the event organizers were again very
appreciative  of ham radios role ion
keeping the event on track.

There was onc small problem faced by the
players and the hams, The same problem
faced by drivers and race officials at the
race a hundred miles away in
Indianapolis. Heavy rain that slowed this
event down as well,

(Via Amateur News Weekly)

Belt and HT save tower worker

A tower repairman for a large utility
company 15 alive today only because he
remembered to secure his safety harness
and was carrving a handheld transceiver,
It happened on Tuesday, May 27th when
the unidentified worker slipped while
changing lamps on an cighty foot tower.
A tower that was sitting atop a three
thousand foot mountain overlooking the
city of Victorville, California.

Being well trained he had instinctively
attached his safety hamess to the tower
before beginning to work. When he found
himself dangling from the structure in
mid-air, he used his HT to call for help.
Even so, it still took almost three hours
before rescuers pot him down. He was
flown by helicopter to a nearby hospital
after complaining of back and leg pain.

And there 15 big lesson from this for
hams. One that says if you arc going to
do work on your tower be certain to wear
a safety harness and be certain that safety
harness is properly secured to the tower.
Also- carry some form of emergency
communications that you can reach to call
for help if you find yourself hanging in
mad air,

(Fia Newsline)

Spark gap cure sale halted
Treating pain with a spark gap transmitter
is illegal. So say federal officials who
have halted sales of a device called The

Stimulator.

The Stimulator was  advertised on
television as a pain reliever. The U, 8.
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Altorneys  office  confends that  the
apparalus is esscntially a camp stove
igniter that cmits nothing more than an
clectrical spark.

But a spokesman for a firm  that
distributes The Stimulator says that 1l
cmits a charge to provide electromagnetic
stimulation and that testimonials Irom
customers say il does alleviate pain. The
government does not buy the explanation
or the testimonials, It says that a spark
eap will not cure any ills and has ordered
that sale of the item be halled
immgediately.

(Fia FOCC Press Release, ofher news
reporis)

Digital radio bids

Two Washington arca firms have nd a
total of $173 million at a government
auction for the rights to provide a new
breed of radio service that can be heard
coast lo coast and offers CD quality

receplion, American Mobile Radio
Corporation and CD Radio Inc, were the
winners in a  long  delayed and
controversial auction limited to four
companies.

Digital radio, expected o be up and
running by the latter half of 1999, will be
transmitted via satellite. It will allow
listeners 1o tune in anywhere in the
country and will offer listeners up to fifty
stations of music, news and other
speclalized programs.

(VFia Radio World Magazine)
VT Amateur Appreciation Week

And speaking about Vermont, a
proclamation declaring Amateur Radio
Week in that state is scheduled to be
signed on Monday, June 23rd at the
Vermont State House in Montpelier, The
celebration of Vermont Amatcur Radio
Week will conclude with the annual Field
Day events in Vermont,

(Fia ARKL)

The return of the FMT

And do you remember the old WIAW
Frequency Measuring Tesis? They were
cdiscontinued some time ago, bul John
Dilks, K2TON, reports that as of
Thursday, May 22 at 00:00 UTC the Boat
Anchor Net has reswrrected  them.
Transmissions are on the 80, 40, and 20
meters. To maintain the flavor of the old
tests those taking part must use vintage,
tube type gear in  making ther
measurements.

Test results will be posted to the famed
"Boat Anchor" reflector.  For more
information, contact Bob Roehrig, KYEUIL,
daytime Central time at (630) 844-4898 or
by fax anytime to (630) 844-5530.

(Via ARRL)

Mir tracking comms

The United States is now providing VHF
communications support 1o the Mir space
station. This, according to a posting to the
AMSAT North America Bulletin Board
by Astronaut Ron Parise, WA4SIR.

Parise says that this service began since
actually since U.S. crew members have
been on board the Mir,  Stations are
currently operating at the NASA Wallops
Flight Facility on Wallops Island, VA and
at the Dryden Flight Rescarch Center at
Edwards Air Force Base in California.

Within the next couple of weeks another
system will be in operation at the White
Sands Missile Range in New Mexico. A
possible fourth site is currently under
study.

Via AMSAT-NA BBS)
Lucid receives Russian Medal

Astronant Shannon Lucid has received the
Order of Friendship medal from Russian
President Boris Yeltsin, This, during a
ceremony at the Kremlin  honoring
Russian Cosmonaunts and international
astronauls who have [lown on the Russian
space station Mir in 1996.

The Order of Friendship medal is one of
the highest Russian civilian awards and
the highest award that can be presented to
a non-citizen, Lucid spent a U.S. record
188 days in space last year. She was
launched to Mir on the space shuttle
Atlantis on March 22nd, 1996. While on .
Mir, Lucid was active on Amateur Radio
after the Russians gave her permission (o
talk using under the supervision of the on-
board Cosmonaut hams using the call sign
ROMIE.

(Via AMSAT, ARRL, others)

GB2RS frequency change

The Radio Society of Great Brilain says
that its GB2ZRS 80 meler broadcasts have
changed frequency. Check 3.640 and
3,650 MHZ for your regular newsrcader.
Start times remain  unchanged, bul
R.5.G.B has given up the use of 3.660
MHZ. Mo changes have been made to
news readings on VHF and UHF,

(Via RSGB)

RAC Alberta Section Manager
election result

Gordon Kosmenko, VEGSY has been re-
clected as Canada's Alberta  Section
Manager. This, for a two year term that
will begin on July Ist. Kosmenko ran
unopposed, eliminating the need for a
balloted clection.

Via RAC)
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Edmond Amateur Radio
Society

E A RS June Board Meeting

President, Jay Lytle, KBSVDH called the
meeting Lo order at 7:10 PM on June 4ih,
at the Club Station. There were 15 Board
and Club members present.

The Treasurer's Report and Secretary's
Minutes from the May Board meeting had
previously been mailed to all Board
members, and were accepted as presented.

Sam, W5CU reported that he would be
meeting with Ken, NSDBM the following
Saturday. Ken has agreed to be the Club's
Emergency Management Coordinator,

Dee, WDSFHR reported that the 443,150
repeater is now on the air, with no PL
tone. The 443,425 repeater 1s operational,
~and dedicated to weather reporting.

Dee and Erme, KSYKD will re-position
the guy wires on the Club roof, and Dee
solicited ideas for re-anchoring the dipole
support, as requested by the City of
Edmond.

Discussion followed concerning  the
University of Central Oklahoma's plans
for their tower, and how that would be
affecting the Club's antenna site.  Sam
expressed the need for the Club to write a
letter to the UCO Station Committee
regarding the Club's service to UCO and
the City, and the advantages of EARS
presence on the tower,

Jay, KBSVDH requested that the remote
links which were taken down during the
recent interference problems, be re-
activated. Dee will check with Lee,
KASWIS to determine the ownership of
the links and what is needed to re-

establish them., Upon clarification, the
Club will address the issue of repair to
these items.

Clara, KG5UG reporled that
MN55AG; Harold, KASAGM: Frank,
AASG] and Tommie, KASWAV arc
recuperating nicely after their surgeries.
A, C's, KASWGV mother-in-law is
staying 1 an assisted living apartment
and 15 doing well. Shelby, KASYPE is
still working through her recuperation
since foot surgery, and senl a nice thank
vou card to the Club.

Bob,

Jim, NSOHL prescnted award certificates
lo;

Ernie (K5YKD) licensed since 1959
Dee (WDSFHR) licensed since 1977
John (WB3SY'T) licensed since 1977

Field Day: Dave, KOTYC announced that
Field Day would be held at the Oak CLiff
Fire Department in South Logan County.
Set-up will begin mid-morning, with
operations beginmng at 1:00 PM local
time. A potluck dinner will be held at
Field Day, June 28th at 6:30 PM.

July dth Liberty Fesr: 45-50 volunteers
are needed to assist with the Edmond 4th
of July Parade. The Calling Committee
will be contacting all members to solicit

volunteers.  Volunteers will also  be
nceded for  the  eveming  fireworks
festivities.

Ham Holiday: Our CORA representatives,
J. B., KOJF and Ron, KC5QCV presented
an evenl schedule and indicated that plans
are on schedule. The EARS Club will be
handling the registration desk Friday
evening, July 25th and all day Saturday,
July 26th.

(. R. 8 [.: An ORSI Business Meeting
will be held on June 21st at 1:30 at the
Salvation Army. It is requested that the
arca clubs be well-represented, and that
club members join ORSI and be prepared
1o vole at the meeling,

VESTS: The first batch of vest orders are
being sewn at this time. Anyone
interested in ordering a Club vest should
contact Joyce, KCSNBI.

E. A R & SCHOLARSHIP. Filteen
qualified applications were received this
year, and are being reviewed by the
Scholarship Committee, A winner will be

announced very shortly,

UHFE  RADIC: Jim, N3OHL, Jay,
KB5VDH and John, WBSSYT were
appointed (o0 rescarch the cosl and

availability of a UHF rig for the Club
Station. They will report back to the
Board at the July meeting,

CLUB BANNER: The Board allocated
funds for the purchase of a 3' x 6' Club
banner for use at various activitics. Jim,
MNSOHL will provide camera-ready
artwork, and an appointed committee will
design and order the banner,

The June Board meeting was adjourned at
9:48 PM.

¢ June Dinner Mecting - Potluck at
Field Day, June 28th 6:30 PM al the
Oak Chif F.D.

¢ July Board Mecting - Wednesday,
July 9th at 7:00 PM at the Club
Station,

o July Busincss Mecting - Sunday, July
200h at 2:00 PM at 51, John's Catholic
Church.

« Ham Hohday - July 25th and 26th

Many Happy Returns to the following
birthday hams?.

Joyce Wolf, KC5NBI July 3
Paul Richardson, KB5SKPL July &
Earnic Wolf, KSYKD July 9
Carl Shortt, KC5YKL July 9
Matt Hohman, KC5OOG July 13
Jason Snyder, NSUSO July 17
Justin Soliday, KMSIA July 17

Clarence Dollmeyer, KBSER July 18

Toni Winnard, KK5LH July 24
Amy Shorlt KD5AV] July 24
Bill Dove, KC5YKF July 25
Jo Ann Buswell, KBSBON  July 27
Sam Sitton, W3CU July 28
Shelby Mize, KASYPE July 28
Robert Thomason, NSLIX.  July 29
William Palmer, AASJI July 29

Health & Welfare Report
Harold Hall, KASAGM reports that he is
feeling great as he recuperates from recent



surgery. He is taking therapy lo increase
his endurance (I think we could all use
that - hi hi), and thanks everyone for their
concern and prayers.

Onis Cox, KCSRPC indicates that his
arm, injured in a fall a while back, is
healing slower than he would like.

Bob Hebert, N5SAG gave us a good
reporl. He is back at work on light duty,
and is doing well.

Jim Ryncarson's, KC5MIS mother 15
having a difficult time with her illness
and your prayers are requested.

Please keep all these folks in your
prayers...
A hearty  Welcome MNewest
Members. ..

Amy Shorlt KDSAV]

Jeff Krehbiel KC5ZRW

1o our

We extend a warm welcome o both of
vou, It's very nice (o have you as new
family members,

fmergency Management?

Ken Stepp, N3DBM. the Club's
Emergency  Management  Coordinator
held an informative mecting at the Club
Station on Thursday cvening, June 12th.
He asked all amateurs interested in
assisting in  times of ecmergency (o
complete a questionnaire which supplies
him with contact numbers and availability
of the volunteers. Ken has asked that
anyone not able to attend the meeting, but
interested in helping, should contact him
for a copy of the form. He can be reached
al 341-7651. The mecting was very well
atlcnded with 25-30 people. Ken has
excellent experience in this area, and will
bring much-needed leadership in this arca
of Club service. On Saturday, June 14th
al approximately 9:30 AM, a surpnse
emergency  simulation  was  conducted.
Contacts were made using the pager and
phone numbers supplied by volunteers, to
test the system's reliability and the (est
went very well, Similar trmiming exerciscs
ar¢ being planned for the month of July,

e, T
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Monday Night Information Net?.

E. A. R. 5. holds a very informative nel
cach Monday evening at 8:00 PM on the
frequency of 147.135. We have been
averaging aboul 50 check-ins a week,
from the local area and from as far away
as Noble, OK and Wichita, K5. The net
15 open to all - member or not.  Valuable
information 1s given concerming, not only
Club activities, but also VE tesling,
propagation reports, and ARRL bulletin
information. 1If you haven't yel been
involved with the Monday Might Net,
check it out this week and check in to let
us know you're listening. Not only does
the Net provide valuable information, it is
also an excellent way to sharpen our skills
in handling net operations, to better
prepare us for emergency traffic handhng,
Tune in and Check-in - You'll be glad you
did!

Following the Monday Night Net, at
approximately 9:00 PM, a few of us meet
on 10 meters on the frequency of 28,390
for an informal chat session. Parlicipants
and topics vary from week to week and it's
totally informal. Come join us 7.

Come have Bacon and FEges with the
Hams #

There is a gathering of the clan each
Saturday morning at Gambill's Country
Kitchen at 2nd and Coltrane in Edmond.
Time? Whencver you get there? Usuoally
the herd starts forming up around $:30 or
s0. It's a sirictly informal rag chew
session, and yvou'd be amazed the variety
of information and occasional nonscnse
that is bantered back and forth. You'll
probably be eating breakfast on Saturday
amyway? S0 why not join the others al
Gambill's.,

73 1o All
Sharon, KMSGY
Club Secretary

BORDER WHITE NOISE

If you live near the border with Mexico,
operate packet radio and are cxperiencing
problems on with high levels of noise, we
may have the answer as o what's going
on.

According lo a posting on the VHF
Reflector, it appears as if there is a C-130
or similar electronic surveillance aircrafl
that flies along the Texas Mexico border
looking for drug smugglers. [t also scems
that there are times when surveilllance
from the aircraft switches over to the 440
amateur band,

What the government snoopers are not
aware of 15 that the ham radio community
knows when they are listening in. This 1s
because their clectronic surveillance
systecm  lakes out the entire TexNet
network starting at Austin and  going
South. If the band is open it takes oul the
entire network in Texas and North into
Southern Oklahoma.

The signal 15 nol potent enough 1o get into
most voice repeaters. But it 15 does bother
9600 baud packet modems in the TexNet
gystem. They have problems with the
high ambicnt band noise. Most of the
time just can't connect to cach other when
the airborne signal is operating.

Via VHF Reflector)
MONTANA FLOODS

Hams in southeast Montana were reported
to be hard at work as the Yellowstone
River overflows its banks in the city of
Billings. This after a major storm on
Monday, Junc the 9th swamped strects
and turned many streets into canals.

While information is still sketchy, reports
out of the area indicate that hams
provided reports of rising river conditions
lo local emergency service authoritics and
handled other emergency  related
communications as well. More on this
story as information becomes available.

Via Newsline)
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mhprpaﬁ:m ty of Edmond bas more than 150 licensed Amatenr Radio
operators who have demonstrated their value in public assistance by
providing public and emergency radio communications ; and

WHEREAS: these Amateur Radio operators donate these services free of charge to

the City, in the interest of the citizens of the City as well as the world,;
and

WHEREAS: these Amateur Radio operators are on alert for emergency, local or
world-wide, and practice their communication skills during the
American Radio Relay League, Inc.’s Field Day exercise; and

WHEREAS: this year’s Amateur Radio Field Day will take place on June 28-29, 1997

I Bob Rudkin, Mayor of the City of Edmond, Oklaboma, do bereby
@hff?fﬂrh declare this week of June 23-29 as

AMATEUR RADIO WEEK

In recognition of this important emergency preparedness exercise and

call upon all citizens to pay appropriate tribute to the Amatenr
Radio operators of our city.

Given under my hand and sesl of the Uity of Wdmond,

Oklaboma this _ijfd{ g of éZMﬁB&* 18 27

?‘Wﬂ%wm L Ot

Wity Wlesk Mapor
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"GETTING
CONNECTED™

It was a cold wet Saturday afternoon in
November 1995 when 1 was first invited
to get my first look a real live Packet
Station in operation. This journey was 10
the Village, OK. to the shack of Richard
(Now KB5STCY).

During the demonstration, [ didn't
remember very much of the explanations
that Richard gave me as it was all over my
head as he was continuously punching the
keyboard hooked to his computer and
twisting numerous dials and switches. |
was fixed to the computer monitor
noticing all those call signs that appeared
and disappeared in a very non-
conventional way 1e. < > [ did
remember seeing my first "connect” when
he sent out a OO and was even more
astonished when a "Hello” appeared on
the screen.,

After responding to the connect, Richard
lurned to me and said, "Well what do you
think of Packet now? Well, without really
answering, he surely could tell by my
bright ¢yed wonder that [ really wanted to
be in a position to "Get Connected” too.

And so I did thanks to the fact that my
Technmician  license  allowed .
commilied to the goal of having my very
own Packet Station by starting out with an
HT, (also known as a Ham Shack on your
belt). Later | added a computer, a TNC, a
5/8 wave antenna, a softwarc program,
and last but not least, a special TNC cable
to hook to the HT.

I could spend a great deal of time writing
about the problems and frustrations |
encountered to get all those componenis to
work together successfully but wall just
say they did work and | did make a first
"connect” which was every bit as thrilling
as the stories 1 have heard about the first
contact on HF phone or CW.

There are manuals and publications that
deal with the set-up and operation of
Packet, and manuals peculiar to the
various soft-ware and hardware items; but
in my opinion the best assistance 1s that

obtained from other Amateurs who have
been into Packet Radio. [ asked questions,
a lot of questions, and reasked questions,
and any measure of success [ have had is
directly attributable to the assistance |
obtained from other Amateurs.

After getting my Packet station up and
running, 1 replaced the HT with a Mobile
Transceiver and a Ringo Ranger 11 oulside
antenna, fed with low-loss coax which
improved my performance considerable
gince most of my initial connect
requirements were some distance away
with final destinations in Flonda, Weslern
and Southwestern, OK.

My performance was also improved by
installing an inline passive notch filter
which ehminated the Pager interference
from a nearby tower.

Well, if somecone would ask me right now,
a question such as this, "Well, so
what...you have got all that equipment,
and got it working, but how do you know
someone, somewhere to talk to?" My
answer: Unless you know a person
somewhere or can get (o know them all
this hardware is uscless...after all
Amateur Radio, including Packet Radio is
communicating, isn't it?

To find someone to talk to (digitally, that
1s) don't expect to go out and buy a
publication/directory/manual...that  hsts
everyone yvou can talk to on Packet and
how to gel there too. If there is such a
document or on a floppy somewhere,
please tell me and I'll go stand in line to

buy il...

Truth of the matter 15..I purchased a
notebook and every time I got a call sign
and the routing to get there - T wrofe it
down. [ have an overflowing book
now..Most of the information was
obtained word of mouth or from just
walching the monitor,

As a result of this procedure, [ have tatked
digitally o  Amateurs all over Europe,
Australia and South American by way of
the World Wide Conference through
KO4KS, Tampa, FL. Most of my
rewarding contacts were made right here
in  Oklahoma especially to Earnest

(W6eCNP) who resides in Chinlon.

Earnest, a ham since 1941 has provided
me enormous support and encouragement
in all facets of Amateur Radio, bul
especially Packet Radio, One of my most
memorable moments was to go through
his HF Packet Gateway to work a station
in Florida with my VHF sysiem. My
continuing goal is to have a combination
VHF/HF Packet operation similar to his.

This writing about my Packel experience,
was suggested by John, WBSSYT, (who
most of you know, I'M sure.as an avid
supporter of Amateur Radio, both in
EARS and clsewhere) in that this article
may serve as a prototype and
encouragement of other articles about all
facets of Packet Radio, VHF or HF,
toward the end that information
(particularity routing)could be shared and
exchanged between Packet enthusiast,

OO0PS.....I need to sign off and gel to my
computer...I just got connected 1!

Onis L. Cox, KC5RPC

An addendum: Nice article Onis and
thanks for the flowers. Onis has opened
the door for others to write of their packet
experiences, routes, favorites “connects”
as well as suggestions lo speed the
learning process. He and 1 hope other
packeteers will be willing to share in the
Collector and Emitter writings of their
packet thoughts and suggestions. The
packet experience has so much to offer for
individual operator emjoyment while
serving as an excellent communication
medium in an emergency, Please visit the
EARS Club Station packet PBBS at
14507 (EARSBX) or the node
(EDMOND). The latest ARRL bulletins
are posted by KBSTCY as are the Swap-n-
Shop equipment lists, Or... come by the
club station on Thursday nights to get a
guided tour and lcarn the ropes of packet!
In the meanwhile: Get Connected.

73 de John-WBS5YT
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Altus Area
Amateur Radio
Association

Southwest Oklahoma is alive and well! New
& wviews from AAARA.  (Altus Aren
Amateur Radio Association)

Well after a long dry spell from the pages of
the C&E, | decided to starl bragging once
again about the top notch group of folks that
make up the Altus Area Amatewr Radio
Association. So much has happened during
the past six months which makes it hard to
find a place to ecall the beginning For
starters, congratulations go out to our newest
Hams in the Altus area. Al the time of this
wrnting, we had four individuals pass the
exams on Tuesday night, June 24th and they
will all be sporting new 5 land calls by the
time that you read these words on the page
now in front of you. Special achievement
wishes go out to Sandy (YL of ABSWE, Al),
who studied the books in Braille and camed
her Ham ticket on the 24th also. Matter of
fact, 3 of the 4 folks who passed the test were
Yls, so now the two meter net will be
hopping during the YL net held on Tuesdays

nights.

Nice showing of area Ham operators al the
Channel 7 presentation of the (Fifth Season)
held in Altus at the city auditorium on June
5th. Special thanks to WB5SKRH, N1GM,
ABSWQ, and KC5TTE for helping set up the
electromics which made the night a huge
success. Storm spotlers were quite busy on
several mights well into the morning hours.
Thanks for the effort each of you provides to
the local populace and the national weather
SErvICe.

Hospital stay for NOJGU (Lou) was on
account of hum having a weak ticker. The
doctor has pul Lou on an increase supply of
oxygen and he should be home by the time
this news goes o press. Weleome home Lou,
now don't forgel to tum your radio on when
your trymng to raise somebody on the local
repeater! Now all you complainers about
how hard the code is to leam; go hide your
heads while [ say this next piece here. There
i5 a litle lady up in Boydville, OK.
Somewhere between the age of 20 and 100
who can't hear very much, can'l see very
much, and has to put up with old what's his

name (KCSCNB). We know her as Dotlie

(KCSEED) and at the VE tlest session
coming up during the July 12th Altus
Hamfest, she is going to knock out her 5
wpm code test. A lot of her eoach work was
accomplished by WTRD, Bob of Bums Flat,
during the daily CW lessons held on the 2
meter band. | guess that new HF nig of
Ralph's will get a whole It more use now,
way to go Dotlic.

Well Field Day "97 will be history by the
time you read these lines, bul once again, the
Altus folks set the goal for others to follow
by operating - & Alpha during Field Day and
really put on a good digplay for the local
public to see and leam about Amateur Radio.
Coming up in July, on Saturday the 12th, the
Allus Area Amateur Radio Association will
be hosting their third annual Hamfest. This
year, the site has been changed from the
Armory building te a larger location
downtown in the heart of Alws, the
commumty building next to the ity
reservoir. Plenty of the famed J-poles waill
once again be available for purchase and
your chance to own a custom ball cap can
become a reality thanks to CAPS, Unlimited
oul of Garland, 'TX. this year,

Following the week of the Hamfest, will he
the Quartz Mt. Breakaway Bike race. Held
on the 19th of July and ramroded this year by
NI1GM (George). If you would like to help
out this year with the communications
tasking, please get with N1GM and let him
know what you have to work with so he can
post you oul accordingly along the hike
route, And lagt but not least, (saved the hest
for last), the third annual elub picnic will be
held this year on September 13" at the area
#1 paviion on the North Shore road.
Coordination for the picnic is being handled
by Birtie (KC50AG) and with a little help
from Doc (KM3I). Birtie (and Doc) have
promised a super event this year and the
totally enclosed shelter will keep out all the
flying pests, but we'll have to let in John,
ABSWQ sooner or later during the day.
Bunny hunt, plenty of good food, and maybe
even a visilor from Texas will be on hand, so
ya'll come out on the 13" of September and
enjoy the best fellowship that Southwest
Oklahoma has to offer

From the keyboard of KK57B (Zero Brains)
s0 long from AAARA, Mike!

TEXAS TORNADO HAMS PRAISED

Hams across central Texas have been
praised  for their  volunteer efforls
following a scries ol lornadocs that hit the
slale last month.

As previously reported, nearly a hundred
radic  amateurs from Travis and
Williamson counties faced the real thing
on May 27th.  This, after a series of
devastating  tornadoes  swept  through
central Texas, killing more than (wo
dozen. injuring many others, and causing
extensive property damage. Hams [from
Waco (o Austin were involved as the
storms lore through (he heart of the Lone
Star Stale.

After the tornadoes struck, the Red Cross
found that the limited range of its radios
made it necessary for hams o shadow
some of their officials and help with
communication.  In one instance the
Austin - emergency  medical  services
director was unable to reach a hospital in
Georgelown by telephone. A ham was
sent (o the hospital and was able o relay
the needed information back (o Austin.
State and local officials have been quick
lo recognize the efforts of the many ham
radio volunteers.

(Via ARRL)

THIS TRAIN IS BOUND FOR
GLORY

On 3 brighier note, be sure 1o tunge 1n on
July 8th for the Great Circus train cvent
from Baraboo, Wisconsin. According 1o
e-mail from Jim Romelfanger, K927, a
station on board the train will operate live
from 14:00 w 22:00 UTC., Primary
[requencies are 7.240 or 14.240 MHZ on
SS5B and 146.55 FM. A color centificate
will be available 1o those who make
contacl.

For more information conlact:

Jim Romelfanger - K922
412 Ash St

Baraboo, Wisconsin
53913

(Fia K9LZ)
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VE TESTING AT HAM HOLIDAY
'97

REGISTRATION:. Registration  will  be
between 10:00 o'clock a.m. and noon, Saturday |
July 26th, 1997, with testing to begin
immediately after registration is completed.

STARTING  TIME: Immediately — after |

registration. Candidates planning to test for
two or more license classes at this session
need lo arrive promptly at 10:00 am. Tesling
starts will end at noon.

PRE-REGISTRATION: By e-mail to:
jimhelpsi@juno.com
or a note Lo
Jim Copeland, NWOK
PO Box 156

MNorman, OK 73070 :

giving yvour name, current call sign and license
class, mailing address, and daytime phone
number and also indicate what exams you wish
lo take.

FEES:  Total fee is $6.25 for each session or

lor any re-lest at the same session. There 18 no
charge for examination for the Novice class

license. Commect  change would be
appreciated.

FDENTHFNCATION:  Candidates must present
a legal photo 1D (usually a dnver's license, but

could be a passport, military 1D card, ele.). Il

a photo [ is not available, then wo other
forms of idenlification musl be submibled.
These could be a birth certificate, minor's work
permil, nonphoto [1Mdriver's license, a bank
statement, or other business comrespondence or
posimarked envelopes addressed to the
candidatle at the address put on the FCC
Application Form (Form 610).

OTHER DOCUMENTS:  Persons with a
current amateur license must bring their
onginal license to the session and a photocopy
of it that will be retained by the testers.
Candidates holding any certificates of
examination credit must bring the original of |
Lthe certificates that will be returned as well as )|

a photocopy that will be retained by the|
leslers. ]

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE /£ ACCOMMODATIIE
TESTING:  Any candidate needing special
assistance or  accommodalive  lesting
procedures must make armmangements through
Jim, NWOK., al the addresses above before
July 15th,

QUESTIONS?  Contact Jim al one of the

| order (o gain eniry.
sign the guest book and leave any ham

addresses above of phone (405) 329-1681.
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Internet ham limk info sought

And sixteen vyear old Andrew Lewis,
K4HQ says that he is trying to compile an
accurate list of ham radio related sites and
links on the internet. If you can help,
please visit Andrews website at:

www. angelfire.com/mc/DX

The letters DX have to be capitalized in
Once there, please

radio Internet information that you can
provide.

(Via Usenetl)

DX

In DX, some members of last year's
4L6PA  cxpedition to  Georgia are
organizing a trip to Trabzon on Turkey's
Black Sca coast in grid squarc KN91.
Plans are (o work 6 meters from July 1st
to July 2lst using the Trabzon Radio
Club's special event callsign YMTPA.
Participants of this DXpedition include
PAOTLX, PAOJWU, PEINWL and 4L.50.

The ARRL has filed a petition with the
FCC to scck access to 7100 to 7300 KHz
by the amatcurs of American Samoa.
This in keeping with the terms of Minute
67 of the October 1996 Board Meeting.

And as part of its 40th anniversary
celebration, the MNorth Jersey DX
Association is sponsoring a year long
operating evenl,  Moember stations will
identify using the club call, W2JT40, The
station with the most W2JT40 member
call sign contacts will receive an engraved
plaque at the association’s annual
gathering,

(Via various DX sources)

88 year old U.K. Ham

This week, congratulations to Geoff
Yunnie, GTWIL, of Worcester, England.
He recently passed the R.5.G.B twelve
word per nunute Morse code test and is
now awaiting his MO callsign. What's so
special about this you ask? Only that at
the age of 88, he is the oldest person to

have taken the Morse test with the
R.5.G.B.

Geoff suffers from ill health and 15
housebound., He took the test under the
Disabled Person's Morse test sysiem,
where a appointed R.S.GB  Morse
Examiner visited him at home to conduct
the exam,.

(Via GB2ZRS)

From The ARRL Letter

SEVENTEEN SCHOOLS ON
STS-94 SAREX SCHEDULE

Thanks to SAREX, the Shuttle Amateur
Radio EXperiment students at 17 schools,
including one in the People's Republhic of
China, are scheduled to talk with the
astronauts on the upcoming STS-9%4
mission aboard the shuttle Columbia,
STS-94 is a “refly”; of the April STS-83
mission that had to be cut short when a
problem developed in one of the shuttle's
fuel cells. STS-94 is set 1o launch on July
1. During the carlier mission, Columbia
prematurely returned to Earth April 8
withoul making any of the scheduled
SAREX (50s. Most of the schools on the
earhier schedule remain on tap for the July
mission, which will again carry the
microgravity science lab. Three hams are
among the STS5-94 crew members. They
are Jim Halsell, KC5RNI, the mission
commander; Janice Voss, KC5BTK; and
Donald Thomas, KC3FVF.

Under the SAREX program, students at
each of the selected schools ask questions
of the astronauts during the contact. The
primary goal of SAREX is to excile
students' interest in learning.

Schools selected by the SAREX Working
Group for a ham radio contact during this

mission  include:  Mountain  View
Elementary School, Prescott  Valley,
Arizona, Cenler Sircet School, El

Segundo, California; lTone Junior High
School, Jackson, California; Foursguare
Radio  Amateur  Youth,  Oxnard,
California; Crittenden Middle School,
Mountain View, California; Robert J.
Burch Elementary School, Tyrone,

e TTTE s T e —— —
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Georgia,  Edgewater  High  School,
Orlando, Florida; Lexington Traditional
Magnet  School, Lexington, Kentucky:
Discovery Place Inc, Charlotte, MNorth
Carolina; Lawrence Intermediate School,
Lawrenceville, MNew  Jersey,  Yeso
Elementary School, Artesia, New Mexico;
Public School No 9, New York, New
York; Du Bois Middle School, Du Bois,
Pennsylvania; Dunn's Corners Elementary
School, Westerly, Rhode Island; Alvin C,
York Agricultural Institute, Jamestown,
Tennessee; S.J. Davis Middle School, San
Antomio, Texas; and Tsinghua University,
Betjing, People's Republic of China.

During most SAREX missions, many of
the crew members will make random
contacts with earth-bound hams, This
crew will use KC5RENI, KC5BTK and
KCSFVF on FM voice and W3SRRE-1 on
packet. They make these contacts during
their breaks, before and after meal time,
and during their pre-sleep time. In fact,
over the past years the astronauts have
contacted thousands of amateurs around
the world. On many missions, they have
even carricd a 2-meter packet radio
station. Innovative computer softwarc
allows the crew to operate the packet gear
in an “unattended" mode, allowing
amateurs to make contacts with the
ROBOT station when the astronauts are
working or sleeping,

The SAREX Working Group has
designated  the following  frequencies
during this mission. FM voice downlink
(worldwide): 14555 MHz: FM  wvoice
uplink (except Europe): 144,91, 144,93,
144.95, " 144.97, and 144,99 MHz; FM
voice uplink (Europe only): 144.70,
14475, and 144.80 MHz, FM packet
downlink: 14555 MHz; FM packet
uplink: 144,49 MHz.

Hams should avoid transmilting on the
shuttle's downlink frequencies. The uplink
15 your fransmitting frequency. The crew
will not favor any uplink frequency, so
your ability 1o communicate with SAREX
will be the "luck of the draw." Transmit
only when the shuttle is within range of
vour station, and when the shultle's station
15 on-the-air,

QSLs go 1o ARRL EAD, STS-94 QSL.
225 Main 51, Newington, CT 06111-1494.
Include the following information in your
QSL or report; STS-R3, dale, lime in
UTC, frequency and mode (FM, voice or
packet). You must also include a business-
sized SASE.

Additional STS-94 nussion information is
available from NASA at the NASA
Shuttle Web site, http://shuttle.nasa. gov--
Glenn Swanson, KBIGW

NEW SECTION UPS THE
ANTE ON 55 CLEAN SWEEP

Keep an ear out for VOI and VO2 call

signs  during  this  fall's  ARRL
Sweepstakes! Canada's NCW
Newfoundland-Labrador (ML) Section

will be among those that 88 participants
will have to snag this November on their
way (o that coveted Clean Sweep Award.
The ARRL received formal notification of
the change last weck from Radio
Amateurs of Canada President J. Farrell
“Hoppy” Hopwood, VETRD, although the
addition of the NL section actually was
approved last year. Some NL hams gave
NL as their section in last fall's S§,
although the change had not yet been
incorporaied into the list of 88 scctions,
Joe Craig, VOINA, of Torbay,
Mewfoundland, is the Section Manager in
NL. RAC Vice Presidenmt and General
Counsel Tim Ellam, VEG6SH, said the new
scction was created “primarily as il was
hard to service VOI/2 from the MAR
(Maritimes) section due to geography™

The addition of a new section could prove
fo be a significant challenge for those
hoping to work all ARRL and RAC
sections, plus VER/VY1 (a total of 79
multiphers) in the popular fall cvent
Some  Canadian sections already are
among the more difficult ones to find and
work. (A heads up: Ellam says RAC has
also explored the possibility of creating
additional new sections north of the
border, but no decisions have been
reached vet.) The change also means that
those who wuse computerized logging
programs will have to add the new section
to their program's list of S8 scctions--just
as they had to do last fall with the

addition of the Northern New York

sechion,

This year's ARRL Sweepstakes weckends
are Movember 1-2 (CW) and November
15-16 {55B).

ASTRONAUT TO VISIT FD,
SPACE CAMPS IN
OKLAHOMA

Ham-astronaul John Blaha, KC3STZO,
will be on the air for Field Day later this
month as a  guoest of Oklahoma's
Lawton/Ft  Sill Amatcur Radio Club,
W3KS. That word from Mark G. Ewell,
KOSIZN, who reports the club confirmed
the arrangements with NASA's Johnson
Spacc Center. Blaha and his wife, Brenda,
will visit Oklahoma June 26-29, and will
also visil two arca youth camps the day
before FD begins,

“Although our 1mitial desire was 1o
arrange for John Blaha to meet one of his
more frequent Mir contacts, Ashley Cagle,
WBSOTD, we quickly found oul
serendipitously that Cameron University
will be sponsoring its  two-week
SpaceCamp for high school students
ending June 27 and that the Great Plains
Regional Vo-Tech Center will be
sponsonng its TechWeek techmical camp
for junmior lugh students ending June 26.";
He said the club would try to set up a 2
meter station at one or both of the camps
lo give the vouths a chance to use ham
radio. Ewell says Blaha will spend Friday
with the campers and be a pguest at a
Chamber of Commerce luncheon, then
help to operate Field Day the next day
with the W3KS group. “We might try lo
make a Mir contact™; Ewell said.

While he was aboard Mir for
approximately four months late last year
and early this year, Blaha was very aclive
on ham racho.

For more information, sce the W35KS Web
site, http/fovww wiks org
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- == - FROM THE PREZ - - - -
Hello everyone. 1 hope to see each of yvou
at Ham Holiday. Look for the OKDXA
lables in the Mea market and be sure to
come o the OKDXA Business Meeting,

We will have the annual clection of
officers and will be making important
decisions affecting vour OKDXA. Come
and join in.

A lisl of nominees for OKDXA offices can
be found in this newsletter.  Additional
nominees will be accepted at the business
meeting. Be sure 1o get the concurrence
of your nominece as a courlesy.

Pleasc bring your ideas (o the business
meetng. We need your input about how
lo strengthen the Association and how (o
best meel the needs of the membership.

Plans are being finalized for the annual
Banquet m MNovember. We will be
announcing the details at the business
meeting.  You don't want to miss the
biggest DX happening in Oklahoma.

Those sun spots are coming this fall. Be
ready!

= DXpedition to Willis [s., FKY

The big DX news for this summer is the
Willis Island operation scheduled for
Seplember.  Here 15 the latest bulletin
fresh ofl the DX Reflector ...

From: Oceania DX Group
Re: DXpedition  on
(VEYWY)

On 09 September 1997, ten operators will
depart from Cairns on the 60 foot vessel
"FLOREAT". Their first destination is
Willis Island North Islet. This journey
will take approximately 30 hours. Over 3
lons of equipment including 800 liters of
petrol will be unloaded for 12 day stay.

Willis  Island

With 2 separate campsites the operators
will be able to sel up 6 complele HF
stations and onc 6m station.

Megotiations are in hand to use Yaesu
cquipment, with  an  Australian
manufacturer supplying the antennas.
These will include full size quarter-wave
verticals for all the low bands.

The budget is US $32,400. Donations are
mosl welcome no matter how big or small.
We are forlunate that the vessel has been
seccured at a reasonable rate or it would
have been  $40,000 Please send  your
donations to:

ODXG Willis Efforl
PORB 929
Gympie, QLD 4570
Australia

All landing permissions have been
granted and received.  Operators include
YLs WAILS, IV3IFSG, (plus onc JA), and
OMs  VE4DHM, VE4MR, AFTY,
VEK4FW, XE2Z, K7CO(VK2DXT) and
FEBGM.

Information about the operation can be
viewed at ..,

hitp :/fwww keylink.com.aw'odxg

We will be operating a mail reflector for
discussions about the DXpedition. We will
be posting updates on the reflector up to
and during the opcration. To subscribe
send the words:

subscribe odxg-willis
{8
majordomo@keylink.com.an.

* (MSLing into South Afiica
There scems to be perpetual confusion
about Q5Ling costs out of South Alrica
including the much touted rumor that
south Africa does not recognize [RCs.
Here is the straight skinny [rom Chris
Burger, Z50EZ.
Facls
* It is illegal to own foreign currency in
South Africa and many other countries,
Restrictions arc being eased now, and
starting next month (July) there should
be no problems. Incidentally, in the

past 1 gol around this problem by
registering as a foreign exchange
dealer!

* IRCs are now officially accepted, bul
most smaller post offices don't know
about i1, However, there is a more
substanbal problem. We have a
differential postage sysiem, and postage
to the US, Europe and Japan is more
expensive than the basic rate. As an
IRC covers only the basic rate, one IRC
is no good. THIS SITUATION
APPLIES IN ANY COUNTRY WITH
DIFFERENTIAL POSTAGE RATES!

* Virtually all the SASEs | receive are
under-franked. The Q5L Stamp
services are apparently not as well
informed as they would lead their
clients to believe. [ really don't know
what to do with these envelopes, as I'm
sitting on several dozen of them at the
maoment, I may one day, in a
particularly good mood, decide to take
the drive to the post office and buy the
stamps needed to make wup the
difference.

Recommendations

Having had to respond to over 6000
direct Q5L requests over the past year, 1
have some suggeslions:

* If you are sending QSLs to a country
with a strong currency (Japan, EC elc.),
use IRCs. Postage is more than $ 1.00
from many of these countries,

#* If you are sending to the Third
World, use Greenstamps (US Dollar
bills). One exception might be in a case
where substantial mail thefi exists.

* In many countrics, a single mail unit
i1s very small. For example, we have
10g units. 10g covers something like
three cards and a light envelope. If vou
send a heavy manila SAE, or request
several cards mn the same envelope, the
manager may incur more than one unit
of return postage.

* Ensure your IRCs are stamped on the
left, If they are stamped on the right, or
not at all, they arc worthless.
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* II you really insist on using SASEs,
make sure your QSL Stamp scrvice is
really knowledgeable. Most countries
with inflation problems have regular
postage increases, and the stamp
services generally do not wake np uniil
much later. Your chances of gelling a
reply if you send an inadequate SASE
are virtually nil.

Chris R. Burger, ZS6EZ

« Farewell (o one aof our Direclors

Nate Bargmann, KAORNY, Enid resident
and MNorthwest Direcltor for the OKDXA,
will soon become a citizen of Wichita,
KS. Mate is a Communications
Technician for Union Pacific Railroad
His paycheck will migrate north starting
July 1 and Nate thinks it might be a good
idea to follow! Ha

I will certainly miss secing Nate at the
hamfests and we thank him for serving
the OKDXA for the past 3 years. Of
course this does mot preclude Mate from
membership and we hope he'll keep the
dues flowing ... at least for a few years! ha
73 and best wishes Nate!

» The OKDXA annual election of officers

July 26 marks this vear's Ham Holiday
hamfest in Oklahoma City which is
traditionally the annual meeting and
¢lection of officers for the Association,
Our meeting this year is at 10:00 am in
one of the meeting rooms at the hamfest.
There are only a few so you can't get lost.
Our meeting at the Tulsa hamfest was
extremely well attended. We hope all
OKDXA members in attendance will be
able to attend and discuss several
important business items,

* OKDXA presence al Ham Holiday

As in the past, the Association will have
two tables in the fleamarket to serve as a
focal point for our OKDXA members.
And of course, they are also handy (o hold
up our caps and all kinds of fAvers --
membership apps, shirt order forms,
badge order forms, membership rosters,
treasurer's reports, and elc.

T o i
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This year's hamfest will open at 8:00 am
on Saturday, July 26. The location will be
the Hobbes, Aris, and Cralts Building on
the OK State Fairgrounds. 1 believe this
15 the same location as in vears pas.

The admission this year is $9 at the door
and §7 by pre-regisiration. Tables are $15
at the door and $10 by pre-registration.
Your check should be postmarked by July
15 for mail back; else they will be on hand
al the desk for pickup. Pre-registrations
£0 1o

CORA Ham Holiday
P. O B, 850445
Yukon, OK 73085

Ham Holiday has a web site this year as
well, Surf in at ..

http:/fwww._geocities.com/heartland/7332

* Nominees lo dale

I have received no reports of any other
nominations since our last newsletter. To
date these OKDXA members have been
nominated and follow-up contacts have
been made 1o confirm their willingness to

SEIVE,
Office Nominees (o date
Pres. Jim Hood, K5TT
V.P. Craig Boyer, AH9B
Ross Hunt, K5RH
Bruce Burnette, K3PX
sec/Treas, Mark Byard, N3OGP

We encourage our members to actively
participate in the nominalion process
however we ask that you please contact
vour mnominee first and get  their
permission 1o nominale,

If you are personally interested in serving
i an office for our 1997-98 liscal year but
prefer not to nominale yoursell then ask
another OKDXA member to place vour
name inlo nominalion,

Remember that we have fwo  Vigce
President positions.  Please pass along
your nominees lo either Jim or Mark. Of
course, nominations will be accepled
during our business meeting,

Our current officers are President. Jim
Hood, VP., Ross Hunt, VP., Craig Boyer,
and Scc/Treas, Mark Byard.

« Treasury siuff

This is just a reminder that we cannol lalk
money in the C&E because 11 15 notl a
private NL. However, 1 wanl cvery
member assured that copics of our
treasury spreadsheet are sent several times
per year o each officer and director by
email. In addition, printouls of the entire
year's treasury (ransactions arce available
at the major hamfests. If you would like a
reporl al any (ime please drop me a nole
and I'll get one in the mail pronto.

Editor's Note: As Editor [ feel that the
Junds a club has is of no businesy excep!
o that club, therefore | request amonnts
in the treasury he deleted from all club
minutes. I someone wanis fo know how
much money a club has let them join that

club,
The Editon

+ Congrais fo K3YAA

Kudos are extended to OKDXA member
Jerry Chouinard. K5YAA, of Claremore.
Jerry placed FIRST in the 1996 ARRL
MNovember  Sweepstakes, Single  Op.
Phone, Jerry listed the OKDXA as his
club affiliation,

o VEOIR Video still available for loan o
OKIDXA members

Many of our OKDXA members have
enjoved viewing the Association's copy of
the VKOIR, Heard Island video.

If you would like to view the video please
drop me an email, a note in the mail, or
give me a call and I'll put you in the que
for viewing.

Our procedure is Lo daisy-chain the que ...
the last viewer mails it on to the nexi in
the que, and elc. There 1s no need for it to
come back to me each time; that would
waste postage. So when the video is
coming o you. you will also receive the
address for the next viewer. Just package
it securely and ship it on. It is a GREAT
way 1o spend 55 minultes.

Currently we must [t viewing o
OKDXA members only.
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= Welcome new members

We have two more new members 1o
welcome this month!  Clara Granger,
KG5UG, and Ed Granger, W3EDX, both
of Edmond, OK. Clara {(mom) arranged
for a surprise membership for Ed (son)
and joined hersell as well. Thanks lo
Clara and Ed for their support! This
brings our membership to 108!

Clara Granger, KGSUG
4500 Deason Drive
Edmond, OK 73013-8153
405,341 2963

Ed Granger, WSEDX
4416 Deason Drive
Edmond, OK 73013-8111
405.348.3454

» New call signs in the OKDXA?

Our only call sign change this month
belongs o Father Felix Yaoch (ex-
KCOBS) who now sports the new T8
Palavan prefix. Father Felix's new call 15
T&ESJ. Congratulations!

« [mail update/changes
Here are this month's changes and/or
additions (o the OKDXA cmanl hst.

Fleicher. Dan AASHV
aashviajuno.com
Sikes, Clil AB5SUA
abSuacw@juno.com
Ward, Lee, W5UDA
wiudiialjuno,.com

Il vou are a member of the OKDXA and
vou have an email capability (and vou
wouldn't mind having it published in this
ML) please email it to your Editor,
MN50GP, Thanks!

* Thanks for the re-ups!

Thanks o A. J. Ingram, W5QVS, Ed
Granger, WSEDX, and Clara Granger,
KGSUG, for paying their dues for 1997-
98. Several have also included donations
with their dues! Thanks for your support
of the OKDXA,

« Remember the 1997 Banguel

The 1997 OKDXA Banquet planning is
coming along nicely. The site will be the
River Oaks Golf Club, just east of
Edmond, OK.

. M —
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Our speakers will be Bill Kennamer,
K5FUY, Dircctor of the ARRL's DXCC
Program, and OKDXA member Frank
Smith, AHOW, who led last summer's
operation to Midway, AH4/AHOW.

We are planning on enjoying a menu
similar to 1996 ... a BBOQ dinner from
Crockett's Smokehouse. 1 vote for more
dessert! ha

----- MISCELIANEQOUS = = = - -

« Don't be without!

Don't be  without  your OKDXA
namefcallsign badge at Ham Holiday.
Order from The Sign Man of Baton Rouge
today! The toll-free number 15 1-B88-426-
8241,

« A great read!

Jim, K5TT, was very kind and brought me
back a neat delivery from Dayton ... the
VEOIR book! You have no doubt read
many testimonmials to it's great reading and
I can say | agree wholeheartedly!

HRM: TO QRT
OR
NOT TO QRT

A strange thing happened on Sunday,
June 8th, The Ham Radio and More show
hosted by Len Winkler, KB7LPW, went
QRT. But a few hours later word spread
that it would be back the following weck.
Sound confusing? Woell here's what took
place.

Winkler made the announcement of the
shows demuse during what was supposed
lo be its last live broadcast on June Eth,
Winkler said thal he was ending the
shows run because -- and we quote -- "he
had lost all enthusiasm to continue doing
iL,”

Winkler then ok aim at the American
Radio Relay League and the ham radio
support indusiry. He said that the ARRL
preaches (o attraclt new people butl refuses
(0 try new ideas and concepts. He said that
the League has outdated ideas, and has
basically become nothing more than 3
publication company. Winkler told his

audience that the only real pood the

ARRL serves 15 for lobbying to keep our
frequencies for use by hams, which he
admils is paramount in imporiance,

KB7LPW also took a swipe at the ham
radio supply industry. He said that with
few exceptions -- it is an industry that
seems fearful of trying new advertising
lechmiques to inierest  non-hams in
becoming radio amateurs. He did single
out Kenwood Communications as the lone
exception based on their idea 1o gel more
exposure by selling ham equpment io
large electronic stores. He did not say
whether it was good or not. He then said
goodbyve and told the audience that the
Ham Radio and More show is
permanently QRT.

But a few hours later Winkler sent E-Mail
lo Mewsling and other media outlets
announcing a brand new Ham Radio and
More show. Ume that will be camed only
on shortwave station WWCR at 22:00
UTC every Sunday. That's 6 PM Eastern
and the same time as the old Ham Radio
and More program. Winkler says that he
hopes to have the new shows audio on the
Internet 1n the future, but right now it will
be heard exclusively on WWCR. at 5.070
MHZ on your shortwave radio dial.

(Via Ham Radio And More 6/9/97)

U.K. 6M REPEATERS AT
LAST

And look for some good FM 50 MHZ DX
from across the Aftlantic pond this
summer. This with word that six meter
repeaters are beginning to come on the air
in Great Britain following the approval of
cleven licenses by radio communications
authoritics, GB3AM was the first on the
air.  Its located near Amersham. It and
GB3EF near Martlesham in Suffolk were
both switched on the 1st of May. GB3AM
operates on 50840 MHZ, with an input
5000 kHz higher, on 51.340 MHZ while
GB3EF is on 50.720 MHZ with an input
on 51.220 MHZ.

(Via GBZRS)
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A. R. R. L. Bulletins

From ARRL Headquarters
Newington CT

Q5T de WIAW

To all radio amateurs

ARKL Bulletin 35
June 28, 1997

Field Day Builetin

Field Day is an emergency preparcdness
exercise which is held on the fourth full
weekend in June each wear. It gives
amateur radio operators an opportunity to
learn to operate in abnormal situations
under less than oplimum conditions. A
prenunm is placed on operating skills and
equipment development while preparing
for a real communications disaster if one

should happen. Good luck in Field Day
1997,

ARRL Bulletin 34
June 26, 1997

fHam radio serving as extra link during
Mir crisis

For US ham-astronaut Mike Foale,
KB5SUAC, aboard the crippled Mir space
station, ham radio is providing a valuable
supplement to conventional Russian and
MASA communication systems. Foale has
already used the ham gear aboard Mir to
falk to MNASA managers and fellow
astronauls and exchange health and
welfare news as the crew struggles to
stabilize the ship after Wednesday's
collistion with an unmanned cargo rocket.
Routine ham radio operation and school
contacts have been canceled during the
current Mir crisis, however,

Astronaut friends of Foale's gathered late
Wednesday morning—just hours after the
mishap--at W5RRR at Johnson Space
Center in Houston for the scheduled Mir
pass and Q50. "When we got there, it
was a packed room. Ninety percent of the
room was licensed astronauts," said Malt

e p——— — L,

Bordelon, KC5SBTL, the SAREX principal
uvestigalor,

Ag Bordelon related: "A hush [ell over the
room as Mir started its trek above the
horizon. We didn't know if they would be
on—power was down 1o 50 available and
all nonessential cquipment was turned off,
Before we even had a chance to call up,
Mike called down for us."

Following a collective sigh of relief,
Bordelon samd astronaut Dave Leestma,
NSWOQC, took the mike and started
lalking. "Mike was in good spirils."”
Several others in the room also chatled
with Foale during the 10-minule contact.
An earlier report that the Mir's SAFEX
ham radio equipment was in the damaged
compartment was nolt correcl.

Foale asked for some personal items to be
sent up when the next Progress supply
ship flies. And he had good news. Two
of his major experiments arc okay. They
are in the Priroda module where he and
the cosmonauts are living until repairs can
be made to the damaged Spekir
compariment. Al thal time the Mir
station should be able to resume normal
ham radio contacts. "Amateur Radio has
a very low priorily when survival is the
key, and power is critical on Mir"
SAREX Working Group Chairman Roy
Meal, KODUE, smd in assessing the
sifuation. A supply ship is being readied
and could carry a replacement solar panel
and other supplics to Mir within two or
three weeks. MNASA Shuttle-Mir Project
Manager Frank Culberison said repairs
likely would require a space walk or two
by the Mir crew.

"It was a very successful pass" Bordelon
said of Wednesday's contact with Foale.
"All were very thankful for the ham radio
and the excellemt link it provided."
Bordelon said he does not expect Foale to
have the ham radio on at all times during
the current crisis, "but 1 think he'll do
more passcs with us," he added.

Bordelon  said that  astronaul  Ken
Bowersox was so impressed, "he wanis to
gel his license next week.” As Neal put it
"It's proving that ham radio, as always, is
an invaluable aid to health and welfare
dunng cntical times.” Neal said that as

repairs progress, "i's safe to say  that
chsaster has been avoided.  Repairs
probably can and will be made, and ham
radio will continue providing a personal
link 10 help Mike Foale stay in touch with
his home base.”

Ham-astronaut and former Mir crew
member Jerry Linenger, KCSHER, told
reportcrs Wednesday that the Mir crow
had to power down everything possible,
including some life-support systems, in
the wake of the collision. The crash
initially resulted in a loss of as much as 50
of the Mir's electrical power. By
Thursday, the Mir had 70 of ils power
back.

For news updates. sec.,
http:/f'www, hq.nasa. gov/olhee/pag/
NewsRoom/loday. hitml

ARRL Bulletin 33
June 24 1997

Folunieers profecied

Ham radio volunteers stand to benefit
from "The Volunteer Protection Act of
1997." signed ino law June 18 by
President Clinton. The measure aims 1o
provide  Federal  protecion  [rom
"frivolous, arbitrary, or capricious”
lawsuits filed against individuals affiliated
with  nonprofit  organizations  and
government cntitics and acting in their
voluntcer capacities. This would include
members of the Amateur Auxihary and
volunteer cxamincrs, as well as other
volunteers.

In general, the new law will exempt a
volunteer of a nonprolil organization or
governmental entity from liability for
harm caused by an act or omission of the
volunteer on behalf of such organization
or entity if:

The volunteer was acting within the scope
of his or her responsibilities at the time.

The volunteer was properly licensed or
otherwise authorized for the activities or
practice in the State in which the harm
occurred.

The harm was not caused by willful or
criminal misconduct, gross negligence,
reckless musconduct, or a conscious,



Collector and Emitier, July 1997

21

Magrant inchfference to the nghts or salety
of the ndividual harmed.

The harm was nol caused by the volunteer
operating a motor vehicle, vessel, aircrafl,
or other wvehicle for which (he State
requires the operator or owner 1o possess
an  operalor's  license or  mainiain
Insurance,

The law, known as Public Law 105-19,
becomes effective September 16, 1997,

ARRL Bullctin 32
June 13, 1997

New Yorker's ham ticket suspended for 15
manihs

The FCC has suspended the Technician
Class hicense of a ham in Brooklyn, New
York, for cauwsing williul or malicious
interference, using obscene or indecent
language and failure to identify, The
licensee, Anthony Barben Jr, N2WNF,
consented to a  15-month suspension
which resulted from the FCC's efforls to
resolve a rash ol inlerference cases in the
MNew York City-Long Island area. The
FCC said the wviolations occurred in
Movember 19496,

The FCC's Enforcement Division has
requested that Barben lorward his license
lo the Commission. The suspension
became effective this week.

ARRL: Bulletin 31
June 6, 1997

Vanity call sign updale

Electronic filing has proved 1o be a
popular among vanity call sign program
applicants. The FCC in Gettysburg reports
it received a total of 682 vanity call sign
applications during May, and more than
iwo-thirds of them were filed
electronically,

As of June 6, the FCC had run vanity
applications received through May 30 (the
last business day of the month). The FCC

granted 161 new call signs in the latest
mn. Another 207 applications were pul

aside in the work in process (WIPs) stack
for special handling,

The FCC has not smd when vanity Gate 3
will open.

ARRL Bulletin 29
May 30, 1997

New Vermaont Seclion Manager

Vermont has a new Section Manager. He's
Bernard "Bermie” Capron, NINDN, Roule
1, Box 2086A, Northfield, VT 05663; el
802-485-7400; e-mail berniedrbs.com.

Capron  succeeds Justin C.  Barton,
WAIITZ, of Randolph, who resigned
recenily for health reasons. Barion had
served as Vermont Section Manager from
July 1, 1994,

ARRL Bulletin 28
May 30, 1997

Congress acts to profect volunteers

The US House and Senate have passed
companmion  bills aimed at  shielding
volunteers from lawsuils resulting from
their activities as volunteers. The Senale
has passed 5§ 544, and the House has
passed a companion bill, HR 911, ecach
described as "The Volunteer Protection
Act of 1997 The Senate 1s expecled to
adopl the House version of the hill and
send to President Chnton for signature.

As a result, volunieers of nonprofit
organizations and government entitics
will, in the words of the House Judiciary
Committee report on the bill, "generally
be relieved of liability for harm caused if |
the volunteer was acling within the scope
of the volunteer's responsibilities.”

This will be good news to Volunteer
Examiners, Official Observers, ARES and
RACES wvolunteers and others working
under the sponsorship of a qualifying non-
profit organization, all of whom appear to
be covered by HR 911, The pending new
law means that you aren't as likely to be
sucd as a result of harm unintentionally
caused lo someone else, il your aclions
were parl of your responsibilitics as a

volunteer working on  behall of a
governmenl  agency or a  non-profit
organization,

Amateurs and other volunteers are

advised that until the bill is signed by the
President and ils various loopholes pass
the scrutiny of the legal community, they
should not assume they'll automatically be
covered. It appears, for example, that ham
volunteers nol  working  under  the

sponsorship of a qualifying organization
and who provide communication during a
marathon, bicycle race or other public
service or public safety evenl might not be
covered. The same exclusion might apply
o frequency coordinalors and certain
others who--though they are volunlecrs--
aren't participating on behalf of a non-
profit entity. The law will clearly protect
only those who are "volunteers of a non-
profit organization or government entity."
The definition 15 less clear with respect to
"non-profit organizations." These can be
Section 501(c)(3) entities, that is, an
organization  holdimg a certain  tax
exemplion from the IRS. But, they also
include those organizations which may
not be tax-exempt, but which are
organized and conducted for public
benefit and operated primarily for
charitable, civic, educational, religious,
welfare, or health purposes.

The growing reluctance of private citizens
to volunteer for fear of lawsuits triggered
interest in this legislation. Some states
have enactled volunteer protection statutes,
bul inconsistency among the various state
laws prompied the League o promole
hability legislation in Congress, initially
to protect VEs and Amatcur Auxiliary
members,

The new legislation requires that the
volunteer be licensed, certified or
authorized, "if appropriate or required” by
state or local authoritics. It does not
provide protection where the harm was
caused by willful or criminal misconduct,
gross negligence, reckless misconduct, or
conscious, flagrant indifference to rights
or safety of the individual(s) harmed by
the volunteer. The House version of the
legislation would not cover any volunteer
who inadvertently caused harm to another
person while operating a motor vehicle
that requires an operator license or
insurance. Also, certain limitations in
existing state volunteer liability laws are
not preempted by the Federal protection
under the bill.

ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay,
W3KD, is studying copies of the House
and Senate bills to determine the impact
of the new legislation on Amateur Radio
volunieers,
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Up Coming Hamfests /
Swapmeets

July 12 - Altus, OK 8§ AM to 4 PM.
Sponsored by Altus Area ARA, located in
the Community Center, 401 Falcon Rd.
Flea Market, VE session. Contal Ronald
Hughes @ 405- 482-7994

Ham Holiday 97 - July 25 & 26, 1997
sponsored by CORA. Sce adverlisement in
thas newsletter,

ANNOUNCEMENTS

VE exams on 3rd Monday of each month
sponsored by C.O.R.A, 1800 @ Salvation
Army HQ at NW 50th and N. Penn,
Oklahoma City,

VE exams on 3rd Saturday of each month
arc held at 0900 at Southern Temple
Baptist Church, 1821 8 High, OKC. Talk
i on 146.76 MHz, For more information
contact Audie, AASGB @ 799-9916,

VE exams by appointment only on 4th
Tuesday of each month at 1800 in the
Shawnee Public Library, 101 N
Fluladelphia. Call J. W. Drummond at
275-3935 for more information.

VE exams on 2nd Saturday of each month
sponsored by SCARS are held at 1000 at
the American Red Cross in  on
Westheimer Adrport in Morman. Contacl
Jim Copeland, NWOK at 329-1681 for
more information,

VE exams on 4th Tuesday of even months
are held at 1830 at the Altus Vo-Tech in
Altus, OK. Contact George Mateyo AALL

for details.

VE exams on the 2™ Sunday ol odd
numbered months  sponsored by the
stillwater ARC at 1500 in the QSU
Engincering North Building, Room 316,
Contact Ken, K5SKC (405) 377-7586 for
details.

VE exams on the 1™ Saturday of each
month at 1430 in the Vinita City Hall
sponsored by Northeast Oklahoma Radio
Assn,

VE exams on the 1" Sunday of each
month al the American Red Cross 6™ and

Lincoln for more information call Jim,
MNSBEQ) at 232-2299,

On the Air

Listings of Nets on local repeaters or
sponsored by CORA members:

ARES - Oklahoma County Thursdays @
8:00 p.m, on 146,22/82.

& meler check in 52,525 Mhz simplex
Packet check-in on 145.07

Salvation Army - Second Saturday of the
month @ 8:00 a.m. on 146.22/82.

HF 39%00kHz; Packet 145.07

AMTOR @ 8:30 a.m. 14.064mHz

Night Owl - Daily @ 10:30 p.m. on
146.07/67 with alternate 146.325/925,
OKC Swap-n-Shop - Saturdays @ 10:00
am. on 146.22/82.

Geritol - Daily @ 8:00 am. on 145.41
minus input,

Edmond Info - Mondays @ 8:00 p.m. on
147.135/735.

QCWA Chp 63 VHF - Thursdays @
700 pom. on 14541 minus input.

QCWA Chp 63 HF - Sundays @ 8:00
on 3855 0kHz USB,

Wheatstraw - Wednesdays @ 9:00 p.m,
on 146.01/61.

Purcell - Mondays @ 8:00 on 14519
minus inpul.

Cimmaron - Tuesdavs & 9:00 p.m. on
14545 minus inpul.

YL Net - Tuesdays @ 500 pm. on
147.09 plus inpul.

ANOTHER LEAP SECOND

lts time 1o add anther Leap Second. And
here is the reason why:

The MNational Institute of Standards and
Technology says that the summer of 97
will get an extra leap second on Monday,
June 30th. The extra second will be
inseried one second before midmight UTC.

The change will mean little 1o mos
people, bul keeping the correcl lime is
vital for television, felephone and other
communications systems, marine and
avialion navigation, compuler sysiems,
clectrnic power grids and a multitude of
science applications.

Leap seconds arc used (o keep clocks in
time¢ with the spinning of the carth.
Which has slowed slightly. This is the
twenty first such adjustment since 1972,
The last leap second was on December
3lst, 1995 and the last summer lcap
second was on June 30th, 1994

S0 gel ready, to st those clocks on
Monday, June 30th when we get to add
one second o our summer,

S0 don't forget. At 23:59 on June 30th sct
vour clock ahead one full second so that
vou are nol left behind.

(Via NBS)

1631 SE 15th

“country cooking "

Gloyline Restouant

Biyan, Cindy, Jomnifor and Jassice

&7 -9001
Jim Molen

Enrolled Agent

i 2844 Linda Lane

405-677-6026

Del City, OK 73115

Jimmie Nolen
Steve Moore

NOLEN'S ACCOUNTING
& TAX SERVICE, INC.

2717 5.W. 44
Oklahoma City, OK 73119
405-682-0461

FAX 405-677-T023

"Professional Service With a Personal Touch”
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Large Flea market <§
Hourly Prizes

Lots of Dealers

V.E. Testing Saturday Sigwr . ~ Pre-Registration
Forums and Programs v HAM T Award

RF Foxhunts  HOLIDAY Flea Market setup
Ladies Programs and ™Saig. & 55 starting at noon

Friday and 7TAM
Saturday

'ad market opens SPM
Friday, 8AM Saturday

FRIDAY NITE AND ALL DAY SATURDAY
JULY 25 & 26th 1997
OKLAHOMA STATE FAIR GROUNDS
HOBBIES ARTS & CRAFTS BLDG

Pre Registration to the convention $7 , Registration at door $9, Tables $15 at door (if available)
Please order fickets and tables fogether if you wish fo be placed near friends, otherwise tables together may not be possible. Registration
st be prrchased with Flea Market tables. No vehicles allowed into the Building after 3 p.m. Friday.

Bingo , MARS
ARES , Packet Programs

Name | Call Sign___ 1st Yr Licensed
Additional Name - ] Call Sign_

Address i Cty_ St Lip

No. of people attending @s7

No. of Flea Market Tables (@510 @$15 next to AC outlet or on outside wall
No. of Scholarship Tickets @$2 ea or 3 for 35

Must be postmarked by July 15,1997 for mail back TOTAL

Make checks payable to C.O.R.A. and mail to
CORA HAM HOLIDAY P.0O. Box 850445 Yukon, OK 73085

w
Visit ourWebsite WWW.Geocities.com/Heartland/7332
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TA pom, Shownee
VE Exams

T30 pom,

CORA

G0 pun.

CORA VE Exams
70 pam

CARC

J
G630 pam,
LFSARC

12, 1997 Schedule of Events:
Wednesday

Thursday “Salurday 1

10 12

ER IR

ToO00 pom,

Altns Aren ARC VE Exoms S1EC
(AP 300 (b, 10n.

SlCA S

DOh:00 o AARC!

['7
320 pom,
VHE Club

25 26
Ham Ham Holiday

Holiday 07
10.00 am OKDXA

|1 C&E
Deadline

T 9

7:(M) p.m. D00 @,
Aeronmautical VE Exams 5B
Center
130 p.m.
CARA

=30 aam.
SCARS

| 0:0H0
Ada ARC

CYBERHAM MAGAZINE - ORT

Yet another failure to report in the ham radio marketplace with
the announcement that Cyberham magazine has suspended

publication. In a letter to his writers, Editor Publisher Gene
WBIMMM and Shari WB9SFT Harlan say that the decision 1o

suspend publication comes as the resull of a lack of advertising
Tevenues.

According to the Harlans, projections show thal bringing out a
July issue would only produce about eight dollars in advertising
revenue, Also from the Dayton Hamfest till now Cyberham has
only garnered eighteen new subscribers. And that includes those
people who signed on at Dayton,

The Harlans' say that renewals have been going pretty well and
that shows people who subscribed to Cyberham do like it.  But
the reality is that without advertisers a magazine can not survive.

Gene and Shari Harlan add that the magazine publication is
technically on hold to leave the door open for someone to take
CyberHam over, or maybe after a period of time, that they may
feel that it is time again to try,

(Via WBOMMM/MWBISET)

145" - T8 - 1 5/8” Andrew LDF Hard line
Connectors for Andrew LDF Hard line
Rohn 25G Tower - New and Used

a
ol
BLACK'S RADIO COMPANY

RENTAL HANDIE-TALKIES - FREQUEMNCY MEASUREMENTS
RADIO TOWERS - AMATEUR RADIO W5ICH

(405) 524-3770
FCS 410-4005

413 N.E. 3BTH TERRACE

ELMO BLACK QHKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73105
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‘HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR HAM HOLIDAY ‘97, HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! |
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