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Minutes of the CORA meeting of May 28,
1946,

The meeting was called to order at 7:45
PM by the president of CORA. Hal
KB1Z0Q. Five clubs were represented with
sixteen people in atlendance.

The March and April minutes were
approved as printed in the C&E. The
trecasurer’'s report was read. discussed. and
approved unanimously,

C&E Report, All club secretanies, please
gel Hal the complete addresses of vour
members. Stanting October we must have
complete zip codes. (73112-****)for all
CORA members. The Zip plus four can be
found on vour bills or on your junk mail.

To all Club Secretaries, please get the
minutes of your club meeting to the editor
as soon as possible, so that they can be
primted in the C&E. Thanks for your
cooperation.

New Clubs. Tomight The Tenkiller Arca
Amatcur Radio Club was voled mto
CORA . This makes it the fifth club to
join CORA, Our New clubs are the Ada
Amateur Radio Club, the Altus Area
Amateur Radio Association, the OKDXA,
the Choctaw Amateur Radio Club, and the
Tenkiller Area Amateur Radio Club.
Welcome!

HH 96.
Dealers. As of May 28" we have six

confirmed dealers coming to Ham
Holiday. They are Stewart and
Associates, Startek, I - Tech, The

Toolman, WBOW, and Caps Unlimated,

IEE  Testing. The hours for the VE
tests are not yet set. Tentatively VE tests
will be from 10:00am to 1:00pm. See Jim
Copeland, NWOK, for details on VE
testing,
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Joe  Harding  Memorial  Scholarship.
Applications are still coming mm for the
CORA scholarship. All clubs, please gel
any members that qualify for the CORA
scholarship to get their application in.
Please remember that the deadiine is June
15, 1996, Any question, please contact
Don Ayers, KC5BRO, Rt. 1, Box 108x,
Edmond, OK, 73003, Phone no. (405)
340-04 58,

Mext CORA meeting. The next CORA
meetling will be at the Skyline Cafe, 1631
SE 15" just off 1-35. This will be a
dinner meeting, starting at lpm on June
29, 1996, Hope o see everyone there.

Respectfully submutted,
Forrest, NSVWF

CORA Sccrelary
From the President

This has been a hard issue (o put together.
Last Tuesday night the CORA
membership voted another club into the
ranks. Tenkiller Area Amatcur Radio
Club was unanimously voted in, in the
months prior we have had the pleasure of
Altus Arca Amateur Radio Assn, Rejoin
us as well as Ada Amateur Radio Club
join. Welcome to all of you.

Plans and discussions for Ham Holiday
96 are  proceeding  well.  Dealer
attendance seems to be down this year bul
times are hard, and dealers aren’t
gambling on hamfest incomes.

Other than that CORA i1s doing well
What has happened to make this issue
hard to do is the death of a member of our
immediate family, Our family consists of
Linda, Mike. and myself, in addition to 4
cats and a dog. The cats arc of ages 5 to
15 vears. We were unfortunate to have lost
our oldest, Shane. He had just celebrated
his 15" birthday on May 8, 1996,

All of our cats are strictly indoor cats,
they are only taken outside to go to the vet
or under supervision. Well Shane has
been known to escape out the door when
we check the mail, apparently he did so
on Saturday, Junc 1¥. We did not notice
him leaving the house,

Linda went to get Mike from work and
upon her return found Shane in the street,
having been hit by a car. This devastated
her and has caused great distress to our
little family. We laid Shane to rest out in
the country and are trying to move on.

Shane was a constant companion to
Linda, wherever she went in the house so
did Shane., He would sit and keep her
company when she typed articles for this
publication. He at onc time kept the
146.22/82 repeater entertained with his
purring. He laid down on the microphone
key for the desk mic and purred away for
almost an hour uniil Linda received a call
on the phone to twrn the radio off, the
radio direction crew was able to find the
source of the key.

Shane also loved to ride and several times
was taken to other ham's homes where he
visited. He would like to explore, but
when instructed and enforced with a pat
on the buit to stay put, he would. Anyone
visiting the house may get the once over
and given approval to be here,

Even I will miss him, as he and I would
cal breakfast together wmost every
morning. He didn't care to eat dry food
and would give up his canned to the other
cats, so he would be told to go to the table
and he was served his canned food. While
he was eating on one end of the table, 1
would eat my breakfast of cereal at the
other,

Over the years 1 have called him many
names, but he kept this house running in
more ways than one. Let a mouse show up
in the walls and Shanc was on 1it, letung
us know where and when. Or let us go on
vacation and return, cold shoulder for 3
days, we left him home,

Many people will say he was only a cat,
ves, he was but he was also a big part of
our family. Shane will be missed greatly,

Thanks for letting me remimsce on an old
friend here and hope to catch you on the
air soon.

3
Hal, KE1Z()
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Chit - Chat
by Linda, NILPN

A Simple Act of Kindness...

Have you ever been away from home, in a
strange place, homesick and alone? Many
college siudents that move away from
home know the answer to this question.
There is another group of young people
that expenence these feelings many times
during their hfetime, our servicemen and
WOImen,

A life in the military is one of putting all
personal wants, needs, desires and dreams
aside. Your hife 15 no longer vours to
control. You learn to go wherever the
government sends you, sometimes you can
take your spouse and children and
sometimes you are forced to leave them
behind. Military marriages are pushed to
their limits and many never weather the
storms of separation,

In December of last year, over 40,000
American service personnel were ordered
to Bosnia and placed under the command
of the United Nations. As far as [ know,
this is the first time in our history that our
troops were placed directly under someone
else’s command, All winter, on the
national news we were witness to the
hardships and living conditions our troops
were subjected to. They were not warmly
received. There were many here in the
states that objected strongly to this action,
Yet our troops stood proud through it all,
making the best of the situation and doing
the job they were sent to do,

I do not plan to get into any discussion of
the rights or wrongs of this issue. What I
would like to do is remind yvou of our
service people still in Bosnia. They were
ordered to be there and it is time that we
support their loyalty to our country, They
are placing their very lives on the line and
need to know that we care,

Care packages from home, letters of
thanks, and cards do wonders for a
person’s moral. Some suggestions for
items to include in care packages are as
follows. If you want to send eatables make
sure they are nonperishable food items.
Must have items are writing tablets, ink

pens and envelopes. For enjoyment you
could send a copy of the local newspaper
lo read, a puzzle book with pencil
included and a letter written with
kindness. Packages can not be any larger
than the size of a normal shoe box.

Address all packages and letiers (o the
care of :

Any Serviceman

Operation Joint Endeavor

APO AE 09397

Specify Army, Navy, Air Force or
Marine land forces. These items will be
distributed randomly among our troops
unless you address it to a specific
individual,

A simple act of kindness extended to a
stranger in a land far from home and
family will be cherished and remembered.
Reach out to our troops and take a few
minutes to let them know you thought of
them. By sending a simple note of thanks,
you ar¢ letting them know we have not
forgotten them.

Yes, [ got on my ‘little soap box' this
month. I feel very strongly in supporting
our service people. As [ stated before,
their life is not an easy one and they go
where ever they are ordered to go. I hate
the very thought of placing American
troops in danger and am not sure how
long they will be in Bosnia. Due to our
own military cut backs, we have no one to
send over to rotate them home, they are
there until it is over. [ know my simple
puzzle book will brighten someone's day
and I am mailing it without a second
thought, I expect nothing in return, it is
my way of thanking our troops for doing a
job few are willing to do.

50...what are you waiting for? Take a few
minutes and send a thank you note to our
servicemen and women in Bosnia while
it’s still fresh in your mind. Thanks! Until
next month,

FREE MESSAGES TO BOSNIA

Army MARS has announced that free
MARSgram messages may now be sent to
military personnel deployed to Operation
Joint Endeavor in Bosnia. These Joint

Endeavor addresses can receive messages
from family and friends:

APO AE 09779, Zagreb, Croatia
APO AE 09780, Sarajevo, Bosnia-
Herzagovina

APO AE 09781, Split, Croatia
APO AE 09782, Kiseljac, Bosnia-
Herzagovina

APO AE 09789, Tuzla, Bosnia-
Herzagovina

APO AE 09793, Taszar. Hungary

For more information or to send a
message, contact Lorraine 5. Matthew,
AAA9PR, e-mail lorimatt@aol.com or
any Army MARS member near you,

(from The ARRL Letter )

Exchanging club letters...
by Linda, NILPN

When Hal, KB1Z0() first became editor of
the C&E, we exchanged our newsletter
with just two clubs. Slowly as we found
our footing and the paper began to take
shape, we began receiving newsletters
from other clubs, For every newsletter we
receive, we send them one of ours. This
last month, we received a very pleasant
surprise 1n the form of a newsletier. It
came to us from “Broward Amateur Radio
Club,” Pompano, FL. The editor is Baron
Bicber, WZ3F. We will add them to our
club exchange list this month,

Why exchange newsletters? The main
reason is for an exchange of information
and a sharing of ideas. We have found
that by working together with editors from
other clubs, we all benefit the rewards.
Each editor has something to offer and
hopefully they feel the same toward us.
The added bonus is the knowledge that
others are facing the same challenges we
ar¢ 1 publishing a ham newsletter. This
knowledge helps and we know they are
just a phone call or e-mail away if we
need them.

Hal and I have tried to create a newsletier
which reflects the true Spirit of Amateur
Radio. This newsletter is a service to the
ham community, representing 12 clubs
across the Oklahoma state. We would like
to take all the credit for the C&E, but can
not. What makes the newsletter what it is
today is the joint efforts of the CORA club
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editors, writers and individual articles
sent in monthly. We just put it all together
under one name and format it for the

printer,

We believe that for us to grow and for
Amateur Radio to continue, we must be
open to all that have the love for the
hobby and a willingness to be open (o new
ideas. The exchange of newsletters with
other ham clubs helps us to achieve this
goal.. After all, isn't that what ham radio
is all about?

Change is my friend...

I will embrace him...
by Keith Haye, WEOG

How often have we vearned for the good
old davs? It seems That everything around
us is going straight to the dogs, doesn’t it!

One of our greatest challenges in life,
especially later in life, may be acceplance
of change. In some of the reading I've
been doing lately, one study indicated that
when we are forced to change just one
basic belief or viewpoint, our bran
undergoes a series of nervous situations
equivalent to the most antagonizing
torture.

If that's the case, it's no wonder we find it
difficult to change. The uncertainty of
change is often seen as a threat to our
security and it upsets our estabhished
patterns of behavior. So we resist change.

Like it or not, we must face change -
daily. If we have a problem with change,
it becomes a problem for those around us,
our friends, businesses, employees, and
etc. As far as the world around us 15
concerned, we can either be a part of the

el T

problem or a part of the answer. The
choice is ultimately ours.

The problem of change is nol new or
modern. Change is not the problem. Our
reaction to change is the real problem.
Change is a fact of life. We must leamn lo
live with it. Our club is going to change;
our friends and other people we deal with
are going to change, our environment,
tools of living, community...are changing
now. .. today! Society, culture,
technology ... changing!

Tradition has its place, however the
following story may help keep things n
perspective: A young man asked his new
wife, “"Why do you cut the ends off the
ham when you bake it?" “Because that's
whal you 've suppose to do. That's the way
nry mother did i, she replied.

So he asked the mother why she taught
her daughter fto prepare ham that way.
She answered, “Oh, that's the way you
bake ham. I've always done if that way.
My maother fixed it like that.”

The next time the young man saw the
grandmaother, he asked her why she cufs
the ends off of the ham and she said, "So
it would fit in the pan. ™

Katie, WAORVT, included a quip at the
top of the last page in The Repeater,
February 3, 1996 which caught my eye
and lead me to do a little research{and got
on my stump). It said, “The person who
says something can’t be done, is likely to
be passed by someone doing it.”

The challenge to all of us is to accept
change, embrace it! Learn to seck it out
and enjoy it as part of our human
existence and experience. It is a valuable

T e

necessity in our adventure of life.

Finally, if you still find yourself longing
for the “good old days” check out this list
of rules for white-collar workers posted in
1872 by a carriage manufachiring
company in Mew York.

1. Office employees each day will fill
lamps, clean chimneys and trim wicks.

2. Each clerk will bring a bucket of water
and a scuttle of coal for the day's
business.

3. Make vour pens carefully. You may
whittle nibs to vour individual tastes.

4. Men employees will be given an
evening off each week for courting
purposes, or two evenings if they go to
church regularly.

5. After 13 hours of labor in the office, the
employees should spend the remaining
time reading the bible or other good
books.

6. Each employee should lay from each
pay a goodly sum of his eamings for his
declining years so that he will not become
a burden on society.

7. The employee who has performed his
labors faithfully and without fault for five
vears will be given an increase of 5 cents
per day in his pay, providing profits from
the business permut.

Oh, but what.. for the good old days!!!

*Ideas for this article were taken from notes in
classes attended by my brother, Kyle Haye of
Russelleville, AL.

Permission given fo reprint arficle by
Keith, WEDG. Article was first published
in “The Repeater - April 13, 1996"
newsletter of the Warrensburg Area
Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Editor, Katie,
WAORIT.

Salif.
S un . G

T Lairy Kurt Orive nn i

[FO5] &3F-FFo6 0

owrs Mon-Fri: T30-500s0m
8;30-2:00pm
f o0 4 ¢ d

Famify Owned & Operafed for 35 Yeara
701 5, Central, Offahoma Cify, Otfahoma T3I29

Commercial Printers Since 1974

Del Litloo Pristing

Co.

Bob Stephens

8701 S.E. 29th * Midwest City, Oklahoma 73110

(405) 737-3878
FAX (405) 737-7656




Collecior and Emitter, June 1996

South Canadian Amateur Radio Club

The May meeting of the South Canadian
Amateur Radio Society was held on
Saturday, May 11, 1996, The meeting
began sometime before 9:30 (I arrived
shortly before 9:30, and the introductions
had already been done). First, I apologize
about last month's minutes, I found that [
had Reserve duty that weekend, and the
Army has always been less understanding
than the Ham club about my absence.

The first (I believe) order of business was
the repeater. Ken, NSBEW, reported that
the repeater is suffering from an increase
in reflected power, which is a sign of
antenna trouble. A new commercial DB-
224 antenna will cost us approximately
$700. We can get 300 feet of heliax cable
for $450 if we act soon. A coax fitting for
the cable will cost £75, and the tower crew
will charge $150 for installation. The total
cost is $1,375,

Ken mentioned some other options that
might decrease the cost. One option is to
buy a cheaper antenna, but this has some
drawbacks. Given the height of the tower,
the antenna is extremely likely to suffer
several lightning strikes. A cheaper
antenna might not survive them, and we
will find ourselves back in the same
situation.

Ken upgraded the duplexers and cables on
the UHF (443.700) repeater. He also
added a PL board and a pre-amp for the
receiver. The tone required to use the
machine is 141.3, There is a problem with
the in-town link to the 2-meter repeater, [
seems Lo transmit some tone. If someone
comments on your bad audio, the problem
is probably not with your radio. The club
voted to reimburse Ken's cx]:-e:nsf.s. of $100
for these repairs.

We then returned to the problem of
replacing the repeater antenna, The

problem is that we currently have $1,100
in the treasury, which is almost $300 less
than we need. Ed, N3US, moved that we
immediately purchase the cable, since
we'll have to act quickly to get it for that
price, David, NSKUJ, seconded, and the
motion passed. Donations are now being
acceplted for the repeater fund. If all club
members will donate $20 or $30, we
should have no problem financing the

repair job.

Ken then mentioned that the club might
still have a spare repeater. This repeater
could be sold to raise funds, unless the
club wanis to keep it for a sparc. We'll
need to decide what we would like to do
with it.

Sara, KC5ABA, gave the treasury report.
The reduced phone bill will help nicely.
New regulations cut the bill by
approximately half.

Louwis, KC5ABI, reported that CORA is
doing well. Several new clubs have
recently joined, we'd like to welcome them
to the Central Oklahoma Amateur Radio
community, Preparation for Ham Holiday
is continuing nicely. Our club is once
again in charge of the flea market. We'll
need plenty of volunteers to insure that
our responsibilities there are fulfilled.
Lows also reported that insurance for the
tower is available. Several members
mentioned that this is something the club
might be interested in, if we could have
some more information on the policy.

Field Day is coming up in June. The dates
arc the 22nd and 23rd (I checked the
ARRL web site to verify the dates.) We
have the antennas ready, and the Red
Cross is providing a gencrator for us.

T — e e ™ -

The regularly scheduled meeting for next
month is the same weckend as Ham-Com.,
Therefore, we'll meet on the 15th of June
at the Field Day site at Reeves Park.

Dennis reported on the weather net.
Fortunately, the storm season this vear has
nol been too bad. This gives those
imvolved some time to organize, If you're
interested, check in to the net on 145.210
on Thursday evenings at §:30.

Don. KISKB, reported that Family
Disaster Preparedness Day is June 8, The
club will be providing an exhibit. If vou're
interesied in helping, and providing some
good community relations for the club,
talk to Don.

We were all sorry to hear that Mike,
WGSC, is leaving us and moving o
Indiana. He reported that the Packel node
at the repeater site will continue to operate
after he leaves. We all certainly wish him
well as he goes. You'll certainly be
missed, good luck!

Randy . WBSRWN

Considering  the |
funds required for |
the new repeater |
antenna, it was |
suggested that the
club not furnish the

1631 SE 15th

meal this vear, gbgﬂmﬂ Cﬂﬂﬁfﬂuﬂﬂhf
instead we'll be | v mﬂ.mﬁm |
eating pot-luck. So, ' .

be sure to bring | AR ”‘5'»._":_ '_ .
whatever you want | 5’}'3”: ﬂrm,; W FH.J;’;_{##

10 eal.
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Edmond Amateur Radio Society
June 1996

| can’t believe that is June, It feels hke
July or August with the hot weather and
not a storm in sight. Speaking of storms
Kevin, NSUSQ still needs to have one or
more relief coordinators, With hus jobs
faking up his weekends, he needs
someone to be available on Fri., Sat. and
Sun. The way things have been going it
would be and casy job. Also if you have
one of the map books of Edmond contact
Kevin for updates.

The Mav board meeting was held in the
club station on the eighth at 7:00 P.M.
Most of the board was in attendance along
with some club members.

Well I heard that the new antennas at the
club station really do work. Contacts have
been made from Spain and South America
to name a few, The club station 15 open
every Thursday evening from 6 to 10 P.M.
thanks to Jim, N5OHL. John, WBSSYT
15 there from 6 to 9 P.M. on the third
Monday. If these times are not convenient
for you call Dee. WDSFHR. He will be
able to work something out for vou. There
are a couple of designs for club station
(QSL cards being worked on, when all the
bugs at worked out they will be available
al the club station.

Collecior mul__E_:_:uEittm'., June 1996

Mayfest “96 was a great success. Il was
held on May 5th by St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church. Mel control was Ernie,
KSYKD. And helping him was David,
KCSKIE, Jim, KC5MIS, BSue, NSVWI,
Ken, NSTWC, and Clara, KG5UG. Good
job all.

Don't forget the MONDAY NIGHT NET
every Monday at 8:00 PM.. There are
now three ways to check into the net. 1-
147,135 repeater , 2-443.150 repeater , &
3- 145,070 packet (NSOHL). You can
even call John on the phone (359-4386)
on the 3rd Mon. Also warm up you re 10
meler rig because there is an “after the net
gel together”. A real good chance to
practice your “DX"

The May business mecting was held at St.
John the Baptist Church on the 19th.
There was a pood group in attendance.
Frank, AASGI stayed to help keep us
comfortable. (He manned the air
conditioning controls) Toni, KKSLH
provided some snacks for us. Thanks
again Toni, they sure tasted great.

Coming up fast are many events for the
club. The first being Field Day whach wall
be June 22-13. EARS will be
participating with FAA, OCAPA &
OKDXA. The location will be Deer
Creck School 206th and MacArthur. The
sel up time will be 8-9 A M. on the 22nd.
Operating time will start at 1:00P.M.and
finish at 1:00 PM. on Sunday the 23rd.
Help is needed 1o set things up and then to
take everything down.

If vou have a RV or a travel trailer that
could be used to set up a station contact
Jim, NSOHL at 524-0456. Meals will be
provided. There will be sandwich fixings

1717 5. Air Dapol
Mitwast City, OK 73110

Comics and Sclence
Fiction A Speclalty

e Lok Rack

TERRY L. SMITH

for lunch, pizza to
be delivered about

630 PM,  for
dinner, and
breakfast in  the

moming. 1 heard
that there will even
be an ice cream
machine.

SO00 COME ON
| DOWNIIE Help
s¢t up, operate, tear

Cmamar
{405) T37-3781

down or just visil.
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Bring a f[riend and show them what
amatenr radio is all about. Who knows...

The next big event for EARS will be July
4th. In the past we have helped with the
parade and fireworks here in Edmond.
Also last year we have been helping with
the fireworks in OKC. To help contact
Kevin, N3USQ, John, WBSSYT or Lee,
KASWIS.

EARS will again be taking care of
registration at Ham Holiday again this
vear. We need guite a few people (o do
this. There will be 2 and 4 hour shifis so
yvou won't miss too much in the flea
market. Contact Richard, KI5QU.

Do you know someone that would like to
be a ham? Well EARS will be having
classes again in Sept. The datc 15 not
firm vet. Keep it in mind.

The next board meeting will be June 5 at
7:00 P.M. at the club station.

Sat. morning breakfast at Gamble's
Country Kitchen at 8:30 AM.

Are you into the internet?? Do you want a
directory of club members? If you do
contact Lee --- KASWIS@honet. net

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
6-3 FRANK  AASGI
6-3 LEO KOLOT
6-7 KAY KB5SLDO
6-8 JOEL KBSFCF
6-8 DAVID KC3KIE
6-12 A C, KASWGV
6-17 DON N5SKLI

6-27 ALEEN WDSADV
6-28 JOHN KBSBLE

73 de Edith, KASYX

Cﬂngrﬂtulﬂﬁuns

In March 1996, Edith Vaughn, KASYPX
received recognition for 20 years of
employment tenure with Presbyterian
Hospital in OKC. Edith gives 110% in all
that she does and we are very proud of her
accomplishments, In the ham community,
she is the creator of the C&E Word
Scarch puzzles, an EARS Officer, and
editor of their club news. She is one
fantastic lady! Congratulations!
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Choctaw Amateur Radio Club  CORA  Membership:

Minutes for 20 May, 1996

The meeting was called 1o order at 1900
m the Vo-Tech with Bill, N9SQV,
presiding and 17 members present.
Introductions followed.

REPORTS:

April Minutes: Since a news letter was
not published this month, the minutes for
the April meeting were read by Larry,
KBSENP. The minutes were approved as
read.

Treasury:  Bill, KCS5ICR, read the
treasurer’s report We have sold 41
C.ARC. logo patches. Patches are still
available at $3.00 each.

Texnet: John, KOZPO, was not present at
this meeting. Bill, N9SQV and Larry,
K3VVD provided related information.
The new Texnet software has been
installed at the Choctaw node.  After
putting the node back on the air, a
problem was noted with the Locations
command Choctaw was the only node
being listed. It was determined later that
this problem was attributed to temporary
loss of other network nodes caused by
thunderstorms in the northeastern part of
Oklahoma. The second node port is now
ready to accept the addition of the DX
Packet Cluster. The OKDXA is currently
awaiing the installation of the GBBPQ
software at the DX Cluster node before
hardware installation begins for Texnet

routing,

YL Net: Kay, KB5VIR reports they are
averaging 4 to 10 check-ins per week.
With active conversations, the net has
been mnning until 2115 and sometimes
2130,

History: Kay, KBSVIR says she still
needs information for the gap between
1979 and 1987. It was discussed that one
former elusive secretary may be contacted
in the near future to find out if he has any
records from his tenure that have not
been turned over to the club.,

OLD BUSINESS:

Repeater Upgrade: Don, KBSKWYV was
not available at this meeting,

join with CORA,

Don, N3ENQ
provided additional information about
costs and benchis of having CAR.C.
It was moved and
seconded that we join CORA with a
provision that we should wait at least six
months before making any decisions on
remaining or withdrawing from CORA.
The motion was passed by a majority of
members present. There was one nay
vole.

Ficld Day: Don. NSENQ reviewed how
bonus points are carned.  It's assumed
that most of the equipment used last year
will be available this year. There will be
one more meeting prior to Field Day to
discuss and finalize any necessary details,

Fox Hunt: This item was tabled until
after Field Day.
Weather Node: The new MNational

Weather Service digital broadcast node in
Morman will operate on 150,525 MHz as
soon as the transmitter 1§ repaired. The
antenna was installed on the Channel 43
tower between 400 and 800 feet.

NEW BUSINESS:

Advertising: It was suggested that the
club look into ways of getting more
publicity out about our club activities,
such as meetings and the quarterly swap
meets, Some possible sources could be
The Choctaw Chronicle, Multi-Media
Cable information channel, and Channel
34's Focus spots.

Swap Meet: The next quarterly C. AR.C,
Swap Meet will be Saturday, June Sth
from 0B00-1200, As always, we need
maximum member participation to help
with set-up and clean-up.

Scouts of America to use the call
K2IBSA/S for this event Sheila,
KE4YJA has already worked up some
sample QSL cards we may want 1o
consider using. Also, as a means (0 give
our youth some additional exposure (o
Amateur Radio, Larry, KB5SENP has been
spreading the word to the Big Teepee
District leaders to invite Scouts to our
Field Day site,

PRESENTATIONS:

Bill, N9SQV shared a nice information
package he received from a ham in
kamberly City, MO he had met during a
recent trip there. For a small area, their
club currently has 255 members.
WHOA! Now that's what's known as a
good solid amateur radio community!

Tony, WP5PNH showed us a video he
and Kav, KB3VIR taped showing the
extent of the recent tornado damage at Fi,
Smuth. AR. Thanks Tony.

The meeting was adjourned at 2028,
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Congratulations to our club president.
Bill N953QV for up-grading to General
Class on May 28 The whole club is
proud of you.

The next Choctaw Amateur Radio Club
swap meel will be held on 8 June, 1996 at
the Midwest City Community Center,
which is located at the cormer of Reno
and Midwest Blvd., adjacent to both the
Midwest City Library and the Midwest
City Police Departiment. Tables are $3.00
cach. Coffec and doughnuts will be
available for donations.

73 de Larry/KBSENP

JOT.A.
KCSEZS has been
busily paving the
way for us to
provide sohd |
support to  this
years Boy Scout
Jamboree-On-The-
Air for our area.
We have been
authorized by the
Mational Boy

Jim Naolen
Enralled Agent

2844 Linds Lane
Del City, OK 73115
405-677-6026

Chuck, [~ —

| NOLEN'S ACCOUNTING
| & TAX SERVICE, INC.

“Profestional Service Witk a Personal Tourch®

Jimmie Nolen
ateve Moore

277 5. W, 44
Oklahoma City, OK 73119
405-682-04561 i
FAX 405-677.7023 |




Collector and Emitter, June 1996

9

OCAPA

Oldahoma City Autopatch Association
OCAPA Minutes May 21, 1996

Meecting was opened at 7:30 PM by
president  John, N5SS5AM followed by
introductions. There were 27 members
and < visilors present.

Treasurer's Report: In Bob's absence,
Brad, KJOW read the treasurer's report.
There were some typographical/addition
errors. Mac, K2GKK made a motion with
a second by Hal, KB1ZQ) to accept the
report pending corrections in addition.
Motion carried.

Secretary's Report: Club secretary Jim,
NAOHL attempted to read the minutes of
the last meeting. Hal, KB1Z(Q) made a
motion with a second by Mac, K2GKK to
approve the minutes as printed in the
C&E. Motion carried.

Field Day: Chuck, K5SNK reported that a
planning meeting was held on May 3.
Everything is shaping up very well for
another fine field day. A spot has been
picked out for field day on the SE area of
the school. There was discussion aboul
equipment, food, drinks, etc. Don,
KC5BRO has the large generator at his
place but needs someone to wire-up the
electrical distribution panel. He would
prefer a licensed electrician to help him
do the work and/or do a final inspection,
The next planning session will be on
Friday May 31 at 7:30 PM at the Skyline
restaurant (near Eastern and SE 15th).

Scholarship Report: Don, KC5BRO said
that a few applications are already .

Technical Committee: John, N3SAM
reported that not much is new. Repeaters
are working fine. We are waiting for a day
with little or no wind to go up on the
tower to remove several antennas.

Special Event Station; John, KC5DRI said
that they made over 300 contacts (HF, 2m
and packet)during the Special Event on
April 18th and 19th at N5FM. He is
petting ready to prepare a Special Q5L
card.

CORA Report: Hal reported that
preparation for this years Ham Holiday is
proceeding fine.

Old Business: Teresa, KC5NBZ passed
out some more great-looking shirls and
hats. She siill has hats or shiris for
KASZZX, WSUZV, KK5SLR, KC5QCV,
AND KC5SEP], Please contlacl Teresa.

MNew Business: John, NSSAM read a letter
from Dolph, KB2AW thanking OCAPA
for letting the Luther Middle School
participate on the 146.82 repeater on the
18th and 19th. Over 100 7th and 8th
graders had "hands on" experience with
ham radio. Dolph stated in his letter that
nearly 50 students have signed up for
amateur radio class.

John, N5SAM pointed out that normally
once a year OCAPA makes a donation 1o
the Salvation Army. However this year we
may consider the purchase of much-
needed 2 meter antennas at the N5SFM

station at the  Salvation  Army
Headquarters.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM.
Jim, N5OHL
Secretary

0.C.A.P.A. Field Day News

Ficld day is just around the cormer. The
big event will be held at the Deer Creek
School this year, located at the southeast
corner of Morthwest 206th and MacArthur
Boulevard. The school has several sites
we can use, however, Don, KC5BRO and
I have decided that the best place to set up
would be on the very southeast commer.
This area is a grassy lot and contains
approximately ome acre of land,
surrounded by trees and conveniently
accessible for the public. We will begin
set up on Saturday moming, June 22,

Don will be furnished a key to the dining
room facilities so we can use the restroom
facilities, We will also have access to the
ice machine which will be very beneficial.

Don has spent countless hours working on
the generator which is being furnished to
the club. We would like to express our
thanks to Phil Wolfenbarger, N5SHIP, for
furnishing Don many needed parts to get
the generator wired for use.

The CW tent will be set up by Lloyd,
AB5SH. Clarence, W5LDF has agreed to
lend the use of his transceiver for this use.
We intent to use both the logging program
and regular keyvers at the CW station for
everyone's preference. The phone station
is being furnished by the E.AR.S. club.

Food will once again be furnished as in
the past. Sandwich material will be
available for lunch on Saturday and we
will once again have pizza that evening.
Rick, ABSON has agreed to cook up his
famous breakfast on Sunday moming. In
the past, we have furnished drinks for
everyone. However, this year, we have
decided to only have Gatoraid and water.
Mo pop will be furnished, so if you desire
to drink soda, bring your own. Since this
is a school facility, no beer will be allowed
on the premises.

Bring your lawn chairs, Tables will be
furnished for operating positions and
food. Invite your friends to come out and
enjoy field day. 1 would recommend that
everyone make a visit to the site prior to
Field Day to inspect the facilities and see
where you want to set up. See you there.

Meet A New Member

This is KC5TVS. Has everyome heard
that call? Ome who has said that she was
never interested in her husband's hobby,
has now taken over his hobby, It wasn't
too long ago that she was headed to the
shopping center, one of her favorite
places, when she experienced car trouble.
What a terrible predicament! With the
help of some friends, she was finally able
to get hold of her husband who was fixang
to ascend the tower at Channel nine.
Undoubtedly she saw the importance of
getting her license,
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I am informed that just as soon as she hits
the car, before turning the switch on and
starting the engine to back onl of the

garage, the radio goes on first and out
comes her call,

In case you haven't noticed, she has
somewhat of a foreign accent. Born and
raised as a blue blooded English person,
she mnever learmed to speak American.
Sometime in the 1970's, she fell in love
with an airman and they were married in
1974, when she came to the states. Falling
in love with this part of the world, she
finally decided to obtain citizenship and
did so a year or s0 ago. Even though she
15 now an American, she still has trouble
with some of our terminology. For some
reason, the hood of her car is still a
bonnet, and the trunk is the boot. She has
even been known to eat a Big Mac with a
knife and fork.

One of her favorite activitics is going to
garage sales. On a Friday and Saturday,
one can hear her out mobiling from one
sale to another, Undoubtedly she has
made some very outstanding purchases,
especially for her husband.

Her back yard is something to behold.
Surrounding the swimming pool is a
lovely stand of weeds of all kinds. She
does finally have some beautiful lattice
work along the patio. This took much
persuasion on her part to get her busy
husband to make the purchase and finally
get it installed.  She would love to
decorate the premises with a tower so she
could install antennas in order to be able
to reach distant repeaters. The only thing
keeping her from doing so is that her
husband shivers at the thought of
destroying all those lovely weeds.

So, if you haven't heard this wonderful
lady, keep on listening. She will show up.

|

| All Clubs & Subscribers, when renewing

KSNK

Fa—— .-1 Hention **ke

| your Zip + 4 zip codes. Due to postal
| changes will be required October 1, 1996

| Thank You

Your first HF

transceiver
by Duncan Insley, WAGRRL

In the Amateur Radio classes 1 teach, I
often encounter students who plan to
persevere at least to a General Class
license. I suggest that they get an HF
transceiver immediately —-first to practice
recetving on-the-air CW, then to operate
in CW mode once they receive their
Movice licenses,

They always ask, “Which transceiver
should I buy?" and “What will it cost?"

When [ tell them a new transceiver costs a
kilo-buck or more, they ask, “How about a
used transceiver? When they learn that
even a used, all-solid-state transceiver will
set them back $750, a long silence ensues.
Finally, in a spirit of three and vou're out,
they are “Ts there no way I can get an HF
transceiver without hocking my kids?"

S0 I inquire, “Is $350 possible? The
students brighten---until I explain that,
back in the stome age there were hybrid
transceivers---solid state except for the
last transmitter stages, which used
vacuum ftubes. Their facial expressions
then say, “Who wants an old transceiver

with hard-to get, expensive vacuum
tubes?

“Cheap” transceivers

In the mid 1970's, both Kenwood and
Yaesu introduced “hybrid” transceivers---
the forerunners of today’s marvelous toys.
Because no RF transistor could put out
more than a few watts, they made
everything solid state except for the
transmitter output stages. The FT101 was
a ftrue ftransceiver (all in one box),
Whereas Kenwood “Twins” comprised
scparate receiver and {ransmitter--—cabled
together to operate as a transceiver,

Both rigs became popular, and both
roughly matched the performance of the
previous all tube sets, though early solid-

| state receivers tended to overloud easily.
your dues or subscriptions please include |

Both used a 12BY7 tube in the driver
stage, followed by a pair of TV sweep
tubes in the final amplifier,

Improvements

Until about 1980 the (wo companies
periodically upgraded their hybrid rigs.
Yaesu made versions through the FT-
101E. Kenwood brought out entirely
different models, progressing to the one-
box TS8-520, the TS-820, the TS5208 (
and the contester’s favorite, the TS8308---
AF6S5). They also switched to real
transmitting tubes in the finals (6146's).
But in about 1080, high-power transistors
appeared, and both companies stopped
making hybrid rigs.

Availability of vacunm itubes

Tubes for these rigs are still available,
One source is Antique Electronic Supply
in Tempe Arizona. The $10-818 prices
aren't peanuts, but since a set of tubes will
last several vears, the cosl per vear isn'l
significant,

Last comments

A modern solid-state rig requires no tune-
up. And if vou transmit with your antenna
disconnected (or on the wrong antenna),
nothing bad happens, because protective
circuitry instantly shuts the rig down. The
old hybrid transceivers don’t have
protective circuitry, and you must “tune
up” whenever vou change bands or
antennas. (On the other hand, tubes don't
instantly “pop.” You have time to notice
your error and correct it.---AFG6S)

So if your name isn't Rockefeller,
consider a Yaesu or Kenwood rig from the
1970's. Get a clean one, with new or
nearly new tubes and the instructions
book. Have the seller turn it on and
demonstrate its receiver, at least. If the
seller can’t demonstrate the transmitter
section, demand a return guarantee if you
experience a transmitter problem,

Back home, vou can enjoy it to your
heart’s content on receive, Just keep that
“heater” switch on the front panel in its
off position. (The heater switch fires up
the transmitter tubes). Later, when you
have a license and a proper antenna, ask
some old fogy like me to come over and
show you how to tune up and operate the
transmitter.

Jrom the November'95  Sierra

intermountain  Emergency R4 (Minden,
Mevada) “Sierra  News"---Dorothy
Uebele, N7MXA, Editor
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Field Day "Bonus"

Awards

forwarded by Andy. KEOUL (@
KEOUL #NECO.CO.USA NOAM

I must be getting bored. Here arc some
Field Day "special bonuses” 1 thought up.
Can you add a few of your own? Post
them to FD @ USA

1. 25 points per kluged power or anienna
connection needed. 100 point bonus if
ALL connections made without using clip
leads or solder. An extra 50 points per
250" roll of duct tape used.

2. 500 points for getling a signal on the
air without using any duct tape at all.

3, 50 points for installing a PL-259 while
dangling from the mast, at least 15 feel
above the ground. Extra bonus of 25
points for remembering to install the
sleeve before soldering,  Additional 5
points if the sleeve was placed in the
proper direction.

4. 50 points if 3 or more beam elements
lic in the same plane with no greater than
10 degrees deviation, An extra 150 points
if the plane is within 10 degrees of
honzontal.

5. 50 points for each successful re-raising
of the antenna if task is completed within
30 minutes of its falling.

6. 100 points per square inch of bandage
material used 1o treatl culs and abrasions
incurred while erecting the antenna or
trving to position the generator. (You may
substitute 500 points per stitch -
whichever is greater)

7. Deduct 20 points per can of Dinty
Moore beel stew eaten.

%. Ben Franklin Award: A bonus of 10
points per contact made during a severe
thunderstorm.  Additional bonus of 2
points per contact made under a collapsed
tent. Additional bonus of 2 points per
contact if tent interior is flooded with
more than 3 inches of water.

9. Add 10 points per dollar valuc of
damage caused to any transmitting or
receiving apparatus that was known to be

working at the onset of the Field Day
weckend,

0. 10 points per inhaled moth or fly,
while speaking into the microphone.

11. 5 points per stuffed mosquito squashed
on log. Must submit log.

12. 25 points for receiving a "59" signal
report from a station who had to ask you
to repeat your "check" over 10 times. (Or
giving a "36" signal report to a station
known to be running an automated contes
exchange system. )

13. 100 points for each 20-meter net
control operator who appears on your
frequency -- and politely agrees to let you
continue.

14. 200 points for cach pileup you
gencrate and immediately abandon by
switching bands or turning the
microphone over (o an inexperienced
beginner.

15. 20,000 bonus points for not working
California, Florida or Western PA.

16. 50 point bonus for not even hearing
WI1VT throughout the contest period.

17. 1 point per volt of RF energy on the
microphone housing.

1%. Saturday evening campfire scoring.
Skewer marshmallow and approach fire,
remaining 24" above ground. When
marshmallow melts or burst into flame,
record distance (in feet) to edge of fire,
Multiply this figure by 100.

19, Additional campfire bonus of 50
points if the fire was started by arcing the
end of a dipole through the starter
gasoline,

20. 10 points per melted glass pop bottle
in the fire pit.

21. 250 bonus points for working someone
who asks, "what's Field Day?" and taking
the time to answer him.

22, 10 points per successful tent set-up
using only plastic tent stakes.

23. 100 points for bodily providing the
electrical return path to ground for the
generalor,

SPECIAL AWARDS:

A, Conservation of Resources Award: for
the cost-saving practice of using a 200-
foot, 14/3 extension cord for the 2 kW
linear.

B. Joe Cool Award: for non-chalantly
asking WIAW (o repeat its call
phonetically...and then asking several
times for a repeat of its Section.

C. Special-Friend Award: a certificate of
achiecvement for creative engineering --
carned for attaching the output of the
linear to the RX input of your best friend's
1C-781.

D. E. Knecivel Award: for filling the
generator gas tank without bothering to
shut it off first.

E. Good Faith Award: for powering the
logging computer and the linear from the
same quad-box.

F. Maxwell Award: for packing the log
disks next to the power-supply/speaker
cabinet of the FT-757 for the trip home
from Field Day.

G. Iron Ear Award: for spending 90-
minutes or more attempting to raise
someone on 160 meters.

H. Adm. R. E. Byrd Award: for runmng
an ¢xhaust hose from the generator to
keep the operating tent warm during the
early morning hours,

. Diplomacy Award: for patiently
explaining the difference to the 125th
visitor who asks, "oh... isn't that sort of
like C.B7"

J. Diplomacy Award - II: for defily
fielding the question, "I have a cousin
who lives in Madagascar -- can you call
her?"

K. Poker Face Award: for respectfully
declining the offer from the visitor who
just pulls up in his Kenworth and says, "If
va'll want to run some REAL power, mah
brother-in-law kin make you a linear..."




12

Collector and Emitier, June 1996

VHF Club
NEWS

WSLOW
Elmer Goekler Memaorial

Meeting was called to order by President
Jackolyn, KASENU, at 12:03 p.m. with 17
members and guests present.  Charlie,
WASIGU, gave the Treasurer's report for
Ellard, W5KE, who was abseni. Charlie
then showed the group the ARRI. Certifi-
cate of Merit presented to the Oklahoma
Central VHF Amateur Club, WSLOW, for
its activities afler the OK.C bombing,

He handed off a Buckmaster CD ROM to
Jackie so she conld see the resnlts of the club

piciure session conducted earlier.

There was discussion of some details for a
wiener roast to be held at Lake Thunderbird
the third Saturday of September. (Tt will re-
place the September meeting.) Charlie,
WASIGU, will supervise and Jim, KK5BX
will assist. This is a BYO stuff event and
everyoneis welcome.

Bob, WASHXL, gave the CORA report and
with all business taken care of we adjonrned
at 12:13. Joe, K5JB, Sec'y

Complex Prohlem Being Solved

This isn't a techmical article, and has noth-
ing to-do with amateur radio, but is a success
story of sorts, and I was compelled to share
my experience and obscrvation with you
good C&E readers. Perhaps someone else
ot there is working on solving some com-
plex problems like I am.

As many of you are aware, I am working on
some cancer problems. I won't say I am
"fighting" cancer, like the obituaries ofien
say, but instead am just trying to participate
with the doctors to do the best things possi-
ble to rid myself of the problems I have en-
countered. As most of you know, [ am an
engineer, and what most of yon may not
know, am a pretty darned good one. Not to
brag, but I'll give you an example to set the

toneof this essay:

My first day on the job as an apprentice en-
gineer started with a job orientation, and
then I'was given a box containing a bnnch of
parts that used to be a high pressure com-
pressor in an airplane, It had exploded and
left a whole bunch of little bitty pieces lying
around. Cmuestion for me to answer was,
"What happened to this thing?" I was
shown the library and how to look up the

books for this airplane and its components,
and turned loose,

In a couple of hours, they had me in front of
the big boss explaining the sequence of fail-
ures that resulted in this explosion. An
electrical heater blanket around a moisture
scparator had failed. There was a broken
wire in the heater mess that was a fatigue
fracture, not an oversiress fracture from the
explosion, therefore the moisture separator
had frozen, stopped up, blocked pressure to
the main regulator and allowed the com-
pressor continue to run afier the normal cot-
off pressure was reached. This wouldn't
have been an explosive situation except that
there was a second thing wrong. In the
plumbing there was a thin little disk, called
a rupture disk, that was supposed to blow
out instead of the whole compressor blow-
ing up. I found that someone had by mis-
take installed two rupture disks in the
holder, thus it was ineffective and, Boom!

The point of the story is not how wonderful [
was on the first day of the job -- though that
was certainly an interesting and fortunate
first day for me - but this story illustrates
that failures are often not simple one-cause
deals, but fairly complex sets of circum-
stances. The simple problems weren't as-
signed tothe high priced engineers to figure
out! This compressor explosion took two
failures to happen. As my carcer pro-
gressed, I got better in questioning, analyz-
ing, studying, and solving problems. |
made a very good living, because I was very
good at what [ did. While I wasn't born with
the basic knack for problem solving, I
started developing it at a very early age. As
I got older I gained knowledge that sharp-
encd my ability. Now that [ am presented
with the most important problem I've ever
had, this cancer problem, I naturally am

tackling it with the tactics of an engineer,
and much to the amusement of the doctors |
am working with. Since I don't have the
medical knowledge, [ absolutely depend on
them, like I depended on the technicians in
my earlier life, to supplement my knowl-
edge with their essential knowledge and
help me assemble puzzle pieces.

Cancer is not a single problem. The cancer
tumors have effects on the organs where
they are found, and the chemotherapy treat-
ment (poisoning) has effect on all kinds of
healthy body systems as well as the tumors
it is supposed to bekilling. The result is that
the body really starls malfunctioning and
develops a handful of problems, some seri-
ous and requiring solution (digestive sys-
tem stopping) and others nol so serious,
(hair loss). But the challenge, when a seri-
ous malfunction happens, is trying to figure
out what is really causing the malfunction,
and then coming up with a solution.

My digestive system shat down, blood pres-
sure went through the floor, red blood cells
and associated things that have to do with
oxygen went away, body temperature went
down, and in short, I was getting set up fo
die. To all outward appearances, the
chemotherapy was really putting the hurt
on me. After demonstrating to my doctor
that things were getting pretty serious, he
put me in the hospital where 1 had a whole
lot of people (those knowledgable and in-
valnable technicians) aronnd to pester with
questions. I asked questions of anybody
who came in to look at me, and finally
struck some other's curiosity nerves, and got
some interesting responses.

Two places where I have tnmors are in my
adrenal glands. One key question that |
kept asking was, "What do adrenal glands
do when one is not getting ready to fight of
flee?”. Surcly they aren't just sitting there
like lnmps at all other times. One oncolo-
gist thought that was a good question and
ordered a blood test that had not been or-
dered before. Without going into the tech-
nical details, suffice it to say that he found
an abnormally low level of an important
blood component. It was a possibility thai
had not been explored. He then ordered a
pill for me that would help restore the level
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of the blood component. When I started
laking this medication there were several
immediate cifects. All good!

My new hospital staff friends were giving
me a lot of credit for figuring ont this treat-
ment taci, when in fact, all 1 did was keep
asking the right questions until someone
prepared with essential knowledge could
supply an imporiant answer,

The poinl of the whole story is that it is ex-
tremely imporiant to take an aclive role in
solving one's own health problems. Doctors
can only guess so much and are cerlainly
handicapped if the patient is not supplying
them with salient information from good
quality observations.

There is a prologue to this that T must in-
clude. Without question, the medical pro-
fession docs a wonderful job of fixing
people up. But, there is no question in my
mind that when dozens, maybe scores, of
exiremely concerned friends are praying for
one's recovery, that road to recovery 1s made
much smoother, steeply angled downhill,
and thus very, very fast! Thanks friends! 1
am living proofthat those prayers work!
Joc, K5IB

Life's Hard Questions

(m of my friends, Marion Farley,
WDRCID, has been sending me inspira-
tional things which 1 have really enjoyed.
The following is not inspirational but fun to
ponder anyway. I read it somewhere before
but don't remember where and Marion
didn"t indicate its source. Here it is:

Why do you need a driver's license to buy
liquor when yon can't drink and drive?

Why isn't "phonetic” spelled the way it
sounds?

Why are there inferstate highways in
Hawan?

Why don't sheep shrink when it rains?

Why are the seats in airplancs flotation de-
vices instead of parachutes?

How does the guy who drives the snow plow
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gel towork?

If 7-11 is open 24 hours a day, 356 days a
year, why are there locks on the doors?

When a cow langhs, does milk come ouf of
its nose?

If nothin g ever sticks to teflon, how to they
make teflon stick tothe pan?

If buttered toast always lands butter-side
down on the floor and a cat always lands on
its feet, what happens if you tie a picce of
buttered toast o the back of a cat and drop
i?

If you are driving at the speed of light and
turn on your headlights, whai happens?

Why to they put Braille on the keypad of the
drive-up ATMs?

Why is a brassiere singular and panties plu-
ral?

Why is it that when you transport some-
thing by car it is called shipment, and when
you transport something by ship, it is called
cargn?

Why are they called apartments when they
are all stuck together?

What does Geronimo say when he jumps
ont of a plane?

Iffire-fighters fight fires, and crime fighters
fight crime, what do frecdom fighters do?

If con is the opposite of pro, is Congress the
opposite of progress?

If Olive oil comes from olives, where does
baby oil come from? (This one's Kinda
scary.)

When a Governor is in a gubernatorial race,
shonldn't that make him a Gubernor?

Joe, K5IB

And, Finally, saw this in the paper:
When life knocks you flat on your back, you
arein a good position to look up!

Ann Landers

President Johnny called ihe meeting fo
order at Hinton, Red Rock Canyon with 12
people present. He welcomed the members
and since everyone knew each other, self in-
iroductions were not called for,

The minnies of the March meeting were
read by secretary, Joe, WASFLT. The
members approved them as read. The trea-
surer's report was read by the treasurer, Joe,
and members approved it as given.

Joel and Johnny gave a report on the new
links to/from Woodward on 146.745,
444.950, and 443.150 MHz. These links
were put into place to provide better cover-
age for severe weather information.

The club received a graduation notice from
Dustin Bennet, who missed the meeting be-
cause he if off to Cancun for his senior trip.
Tom made a motion to present Dustin with
a gift to celebrate his achievements. Donmnis
seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

Donnis made a motion to make the gift
$25.00. Tom seconded the motion. The
motion passed nnanimounsly.

The next meeting will be in July in the
Calumet Municipal building. If other ar-
rangements are made, notification will be
via the Wednesday evening net. Johnny
and Tom will be the net controls and will
welcome help for thistask.

The secretary reported that the membership
numbers were down this year, but the per-
centage of members that hold ARRIL. mem-
berships is up. We are in good shape as
being an ARRL. affiliated club.

Johnny mentioned the npcoming clections
for SM and it seems that Joe, N6CL, might
beleaving the post to join the ministry.
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Jim made a motion (o adjourn. Margarel
seconded and the vole was unanimouns.
Joseph Garland, Secretary/Treasurer

Packing Peppers

When peppers are pleaiiful, pick them,
wash and core them, removing the seeds.
Chop the peppers up into small pieces.
Lightly pack in empty clean baby food glass
jars. Gently shake down the contenis and
put into the freezer for winter. One jar is
abont the right amount for a family casse-
role, or soups,

When garlic is harvested and fresh, we slice
and put into the dehydrator and dehydrate
it. We take the larger slices, place them in a
jar, and seal for later spreading the slices on
a roast in the crock pot. Don't forget the
gravy and other flavorings. The smaller
picces of the dehydrated garlic are put mto
the food processor to make garlic powder of
desired size. Process in deep-freeze in the
same manner. Someof the smaller varieties
of garlic we prepare the cloves by peeling
them and freeze sealing.

We have found that putting garlic in plastic
bays lets the garlic odor all through the
freezer.

Little Ham Earns License

Seven-year old Rebecca Rich just wants to
talk, and now has a license todoit.

Rebecca is believed to be one of the
youngest people in the country to have an
amateur radio license, according to the
American Radio Relay League.

"She is just a normal kid," said her father,
David Rich, who has had his license since
1977. "She has an exira hobby that other
kids don't have.”

Rebecca, who lives in Raytown MO, earned
her license lately after passing two tests.

The FCC lists only four people in the coun-
try the same age as Rebecca who hold li-
censes, said Rosalie White, education
activities director for the league.

Amateur radio operators provide communi-
cations for charity and sporting events and

in times of emergencies, as well as for con-
versations with people around the world.
Mearly 600,000 people have licenses,

Home is a Place

Home is a place whose sidewalks have been
jogged, whose lawn has been croqueted,
whose garden has been harvested.

Home is a house whose halls have been
yelled throngh an langhed throngh, whose
books have been twice read, whose locks
have never been locked ont,

Home is a room whose jigsaw puzzlers have
grown silly towards dawn, whose argu-
ments have been "discussions” whose car-
pets have been regularly knelt on. Homeisa
place where love has been.
Writlen by Linda J. Finster

Unexpected Call

Mr. Brown was sifting al breakfast onc
morning when he was astonnded to sce an
announcement of his death in the newspa-
per. He phoned his fried, Mr. Smith.
"Hello, Smith," he said, "Have you seen my
death in the paper?" "Um, yes. Where are
you calling from 7"

Honoring Pickles

The Pickle Fest, May 17-18, in Atkins, Ark,
celebrates International Pickle Week, May
17-27. The Pickle Fest will include the
World's Champion Pickle Eating Contest,
the World's Champion Pickle Juice Drink-
ing Contest, pickle tasting and pickle
pageant,

Lucky or Fate

The big prize at the Pioneer Telephone
Coop was a twenty seven inch television.
Wheatstraw's own Wanda Claunch won the
prize Tuesday, and as of Wednesday no one
in the net had heard from her. Anyway,
congratulations Wanda. Maybe she will
come down to earth by the time the C&E is
delivered.

FCC Announces Consumer RFI Policy

from W5YT1 Report

Radio frequency interference (RFI) in con-
sumer electronics products has dogged
radio amateunrs for decades. RFI may seem

like the "old news". The FCC has just an-
nounced a formal Public Notice of the RFI
policy, however, that should assist hams
and those experiencing interference. Al
first glance, the policy statement (repro-
duced below) may appear not to contain any
breakthroughs, The FCC is still not requir-
ing RFI labeling of consumer electronics
products. Mor has it adopted standards for
interference immunity.

What makes the Public Notice special is
that the FCC states that the cause of most
RFI to home equipment is in the design or
construction of the home equipment.

Amateurs have long recognized this fact,
But now the FCC has conceded the point in
writing it in a stalement from FCC H(Q) m
Washington and not merely the opinion of
local FCC public service staff.

The statement points to the need for dealers
and manufacturers to protect their products.
Someindication that the FCC is putting this
policy into practice is found in another pub-
lication, FCC Bulletin CIB-10.

CIB-10 states that telephone RF1is a "tech-
nical problem not a law enforcement prob-
lem", to be remedied by use of "protected”
telephone equipment, and that it does not
mean that the radio operator is doing any-
thing illegal. The Bulletin invites con-
sumers to file complaints with the
manufactures, not the FCC.

CIB-10 bulletin is also on the World Wide
Web site on the Internet,
http:www. fee. gov.

Public notice released April 5, 1996, by
Federal Communication Commission:

FCC Policy for Handling RFI to Home
Electronics Equipment

The FCC receives thonsands of complaints
yearly of home appliances. They cannot re-
solve them becanse most of the problems are
in the design of the product.

To help consumers deal with these interfer-
ence solutions isnow on the Internet.

Ralph, WASPFK
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The Adventure’s of
John Q. Amateur

The morming was cool. not cold mind you
for a late April day. but cool just the same.
It was 6:30 Friday morning . and the sun
was slashing awayv the darkness ol the
night, with such intensity that the castern
horizon had been set ablaze with shades of
crimson, amber, vellow. purple. and blue.
It was a sunrise. not unlike many others
Johm ©Q. had seen before. It was the
beginning of a new day, and all was right
with the world. and John Q. would do his
small part to keep it that way,

The event’s of the previous day raced
through John Q's mind.  That a small
town o some three thousand people could
in few hours, be transformed into a
microcosm of up to thirty thousand people
from all over the United States. It was a
scene reminiscent of the land rush of the
carly 1890°s. All of that day folk’s had
been gathering along the perimeter’s of
the town awaiting there chance lor their
cmall spol of real-estate  within  the
confines of g small snake infested hole
known to locals as Mangum, Oklahoma,

You can believe me when 1 say snake
infested. there were as many snakes in
this town as there would be people. and
most of the scrpent’s were of the
venomous vanely. heck there were snakes
that were over ten feel long and bigger
around than a freplace log.  Although
that didn’t seem to dissuade many from
wianting there spot in this assemblage
known as the Mangum Rattiesnake Hunt.
Matter of fact it seemed (o draw folks like
a magnel. including John Q and the
AAARA.

This would be a verv long weckend, and
would be starting viery shortly. Sometime
around 3:00 this Thursday afternoon the
barriers around this community would be
lifted and the race would be on, and our
job’s would begin. As [ said earlier this
was quite a sight, very much like the
Great Land Rush some One-hundred
vear's previous, when hundred’'s of
families would al a given moment, rage
forth across the Indian territory’s to stake

— L T s W,

their place mn hisiory. and there small
claim’s of land they would call home on
the Oklahoma prairic. It was aboul 2:45
when the first few slipped past the
barricr's on fool, and headed for the
square to stake out their claim’s. Shortly
thereafter the charge began! There were
Camper’s, Motor-homes, Pickups, Car’s,
ATVs, Snack. Gift, and Junk wagon’s

CONVErging wpon our group.

On this day it would be our responsibility
to assist the local officials. and authorities
i the orderly settlement ol this assembly.
That in its self is no small chore, aside
from the obvious traffic confusion, there
will be conflicts over space-allocation,
walter and electrical hookup’s, and other
queries. as 1o how do | get thas trailer mn to
that slot? Or the guy who has a 20 amp
clectrical service and a 30 amp draw, and
complains that his electric service doesn’t
work properly! Our job here is basically to
handle the communication’s  and

coordination between the group's. Bul
being the gullible sort that we are, we end
up doing quite allot of hands on
assistance. “which i1s an all to ofien
occurrence” . and all the while keeping a
walchful eve for all those pesky Rattle-
snaEc‘a.

As night falls like a shadow upon the
streel’s of Mangum, Oklahoma. and the
sun retreats bevond the western horizon,
leaving onlv a bloody trace in the deep
Blue-Gray of the eveming sky. The
activities of the dav also draw to an end.
Leaving John ) and his group from
AA AR A tired. but with a great fecling
of accomplishment. They would all sleep
well tomght,

As the clock struck 7:00 AM., John
arrived in Mangum. The 147.500 simplex
frequency already had some activity.
There was discussion of the fine breakfast
being served at the local Snake-hunt

Headquarters - V. F. W., this would be
John Q)’s first stop. The discussion around
the breakfast gathering this moming
would be the activities of the day. The
next few days would bring a new slate of
chores and responsibilities, which would
bring the group to the edge of their
capabilitics, But as with breakfast, our
group always bellies up for an cxira
helping,

Some of the tasks to be accomplished the
remainder of this weekend would be to
assist the local Sherifi and Police
departments in patrolling the streets for
problems. Anytime you crowd that many
people, and Rattle-snakes into an arca the
size of a square-mile there are bound to be
some problems! Although most problems
are small and short lived. With so many
things to see and do, a quile ofien
occurrence 15 a masplaced fanuly member,
Usually a small chuld with all their natural
curiosity, in combination with all the
wondrous happenings, and the constantly
moving crowds, and a moment of
inattention on the part of Mom and Dad
“Voila” there vou have it a lost child!
Then there is the other end of the
spectrum, when a Grandparent gets lost.
Although in my opinion the latter is
usually more intentional, for most often
they are found in a quiet. and shady spot
patiently unraveling their nerves. In the
arca of lost folks our group has an
excellent record of locating, and reuniting
these people with their loved ones in a
minimal amount of time. We also
circulate through the crowds on a regular
basis to check with the vendors to sce that
all 1s going well.

This year we took on an all new
challenge, we will be delivering ice to the
vendors at £1.25 a bag. of which the club
will get a small cut. Sounds easy, Huh, to
deliver this ice we have a trailer with a
cooler box that will hold approximately
60, 8# bags and 15 towed by a d-whecl
ATY. During the early morning hours
mancuvering through the crowd is not to
tough a chore, but during the peak of the
crowd when people are as thick as Bees in
a swarm, travel through the crowd
becomes quite like walking bare foot
through a Goatl head patch wlach 15 at
best tedious if not frustrating. The other
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trick is during the heat of the day it
becomes almost impossible 1o keep ice in
the trailers. Inevitably when you run out
of ice the next vendor needs 10 bags, so
you head back to the ice truck to refill the
trailer. But on the way back to the vendor
that needed the 10 bags you will be
stopped a half a dozen times by other
vendors who need ice just as badly. Well
to make a long story short you will end up
refilling the trailer a second time before
yvou make the inlended wvendor, We
managed to sell 5 pallets of ice and |
believe there to be 500 bags of ice per
pallet looks like we did all right. This is
our first year doing the ice so it is our
learning year, next year will be smoother?
I told you that our group always bellies up
for an exira helping!

Well I guess now is as good a time as any
to introduce our group from the
AAARA “The Altus Area Amateur
Radio Association”. First [ will introduce
Donnie Hanna, KC5MKZ pronounced hM
kra Zy. He has been involved with the
Snake-hunt for as many years as [ can
remember, Donnie actually likes catching,
and handling Rattlesnakes. Matter of fact
most of us can tell it's Spring around here
when Donnie hits the Sink-holes out west
of Altus. You’ll hear him on the repeater
telling someone about catching a box full
of them things. Yes he’s quite a snake
expert, you'll see him on the exhibition
platform working with those snakes.
Matter of fact I remember a few years
back when Donnie, on that exact platform
was Bitten! It was a horrible sight all the
swelling, the convulsions, the fever, the
hallocinations, and all the pain and
suffering. We were all glad when the
snake finally died. As for Donnie he went
on unscathed, ready to handle snakes
another day. Donni¢ is the one we hold
responsible for getting the club involved
with the Mangum folks and our
participation in this event annually.

Next we have Doc. and Birttie Barker
from Hobart. Doc’s call sign is KB5YWP
and his wife Birttie’s call sign is
KC50AG. Birttic is a heck of a fine
woman always cheerful and helpful kind
to everyone. But over the past few years
she seems to have her hands quite full
trying to keep a rein on old Doc. Lately

Doc has taken to some strange actions that
have us all somewhat concerned. 1 think it
all started last spring, when Doc who is
71 years old climbed the Navajo mountain
which is over 900 feet tall just to see
where a repeater lived. Not only did he
walk up to the top of the mountain he also
walked back down refusing to ride in one
of the four wheel drive vehicles that were
coming down anyway. Shorily after that
incident, at the snake hunt last year Doc
borrowed a sel of snake grabber’s, and a
snake hook and set out to catch a
Rattlesnake thank goodness he didn’t find
any. Mot long after that he was canght out
in his workshop cutting the head’s off a
couple of his golf clubs so as to make
some snake catchers for himself. Soon
after this event Doc came up with this
Idea of our group putting on a Hamfest,
“as if we didn't have enough to do
already™!

This year has turned out with a whole
new set of happening’'s, Doc has been
seen up around the Rocky area hanging
Peanut butter jars circunitously in trees. |
don’t know quite why, But Donnie seems
to think that with a little closer
observation we will find that he is also
hiding the Grape Jelly and White Bread
somewhere. Last but not least Doc’s been
asking around about buying a computer,
must be going to start working on that
pesky code againl Poor Birttie sure has
her hand’s full, T puess we all have to
carry our burdens.

Mext we have J. T. Ruzicka call sign
KC5AST and his wife Patty KCSEEL,
now he 1s quite a character, this guy can
bmld anything. He took an old boat
trailer, an old tower, and a broken hinge

plate and built a quite admirable poriable,
Cranlk-up Tower that the club has used
numerous times. But he still has not
designed anything to confine old Doc, but
he's working on it! J. T. is one of the
hardest working members of our group.
He or lus equipment is usually there from
can till can't and sometimes beyond, and
is much appreciated for his efforts. He
also has a great affinity for selling ice, he
ran almost non stop for the better part of
two days selling and delivering ice. He
must have 1ice water coursing through his
veins, [ think he also holds the record for
the most possible antenna’s on a given
vehicle. Although he is closely seconded
by Mart Dennis, KC5NAX, and Robert
Burnett, KCSNAZ I still believe he is the
hands down winner.

With that introduction we will move 1o
Mart Dennis, KCSNAX and his wife
Peppy. She acquired that nickname on the
way to the Elk City Hamfest this year. but
that’s another story! They are assets to our
club, and put forth great efforts to make
club functions a big success. Now on to
KCSNAZ, Robert Bumett, a true
Oklahoman who never met a radio he
didn’t like and that’s probably why he
owns so many, Although with his
affliction for radio gear he is always
present to assist in club functions.

Then we have Robert Casey, KCSCNC a
quiet sort, we don't hear much of on the
air but during times of severe weather or
club functions such as the snake hunt you
can always count on his participation.
Moving on we have Ed Graham,
KC5IVY, he talks softly but carries a big
sidearm at least at Deer-Camp each year.
Sometimes I think that .44 is bigger than
he is but T wont bring that subject up for
discussion!

Onward to the next few in our group, the
Club President Mike Brown, KKS57ZB
anybody that drives a Ford Pickup, and a
Harley-Davidson Motorcycle can't be all
bad. Although some of us had our doubts,
when he was trying to pass that Advanced
class theory, Well he made it all right but
now he is talking about his Extra class
license, Some folks will never leam. 1
have learned as of late he has quite a taste
for Seafood, preferably Lobster when he
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can get it. The next on the list is
KCSMLA, Jr. Hardy he says the MLA
stands for Mammas Little Angel. Don’t
know if I can belicve that one or not. Nice
guy and all, but I haven’t quite got him
figured out. Good guy though always
willing to pitch in where needed to get the
task at hand completed.

Mow we move to James Clark, AB3SNT,
and Vallie Mcclain, KCSAHX Vallie has
to keep James on his toes, guess that
explains that big frying pan in their
kitchen. One can sure see the fear in
James's eves when he i1s near that thing,
Vallie is a born leader she ramrods our
vearly garage sales and our annual club
picnic. She does an admirable job on both
counts, Add that to the full time job of
keeping James out of trouble and she
really has her hands full.

This brings us to some of our newer
members. One of which 15 KC5SRK,
Travis Houska he professes to be deathly
afraid of snakes, but I have my doubts.
Less than a week after our last snake hunt
activities Travis's wife came home and
found a snake in their bedroom floor,
Travis swears he has no idea where it
could possibly have come from. But 1 have
a sneaking suspicion that he hkes
rattlesnakes more than he wants to admuat.
And it is probably one of his pets that
escaped.

Next on the list is KC55RJ, Fred Cramer
from the big city of McQueen, Oklahoma,
his wife Janice, and daughters Teresa, and
Jeanette. They spent several hours helping
out with the ice sales. We also had the
Help of David Locke, KC5SI1 and his wife
Terresa, KCS5TTD of Altus who took from
their valuable fishing time to lend a hand
in this years activities,

And I almost forgot Owen Richards thus
guy 1s so proficient with Morse Code that
the FCC felt it necessary to bestow Owen
with a special call sign AB5VF the VF for
Very Fast!! He also likes using those low
powered HF radios [ think he calls them
QRP. With 5 watts or less [ guess one
would have to be very fast with that CW
to make any contacts,
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There are also a few folks that dislike
snakes so badly that they will get no closer
to Mangum, Oklahoma, and all t(hose
Rattlesnakes than to monitor the activities
from the quiet safety of their homes. We'll
start with Ralph and Dotty Cowels,
KCS5CNB and KCSEEO respectively.
Dotty watches over all of us in the area,
kind of a Grandma figure and 1s always
there and ready to relay information, or
handle a local net, and whatever else 1s
necessary. Ralph is not heard very often
on the air, I think he gave up trying to
wrestle the mike away from Dotty
sometime back. Occasionally he will catch
her i another room and steal a moment
or two on the air.

The other station that prefers the safety of
his own home to the confusion of the
Rattlesnake Hunt would be Jerry Rochelle,
WBSMMM. Jerry is normally on the air
and available to pass trafhic to almost
anywhere in the world if necessary. From
his 70 fi. crank-up tower and the array of
Beam antennas on top, a Ten-Tec Omni
VI, and a Kilowatt under the console. If
he doesn’t have propagation he makes his
own! There is not been a pile up made
that Jerry can’t bust through!

Last but not least

me a little worried, She has recently been
talking about taking some Motorcycle type
out to dinner at Red Lobster al Lawton.
She's a good kid maybe 1 should trust her
this time, but you can never tell about
those Motorcycle Bums! And there are
probably some amateur operators [ may
have missed, forgive me if did but your
help was much appreciated by all.

Well we stayed plenty busy that weekend
until those frigid north winds started to
blow in on Sonday morning. The
temperature dropped all morning bringing
an early close to the 1996 Mangum
Ratilesnake Huni, and some much
deserved rest to a weary group from the
AAARA and John Q@ Amateur. If you
are ever down in our area during the last
weekend in April come visit us at the
Mangum Rattlesnake Derby you'll be in
for a heck of a good time, and we might
even put vou to work. But remember to

keep an eyeball peeled, and sharp watch
for those confounded old Rattlesnakes! |

The AAARA meets the second
Thursday of every month at the Francis
Herron Meeting room in the Vocational
Technical Center 711W. Tamarack Road
at 7.00 p.m. Visitors are always welcome.
Also at thus same location on the fourth
Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m.
ARRL. sponsored Amateur Radio
testing is conducted. Come and meet with
us if you can. You will meet a great group
of folk's. And by the way don’t forget the
Second Annual Altus Hamfest, September
21st see ya there!

73 de John, ABSWQ,

there is yours truly

John ©Q Amateur
AKA John Mealer,
ABSW(Q  wonder
where he got that
catchy little Title?
AT this tme |
would like 1o |
mention my
daughter, Crystal

who also helped n
the hours she was
available. She's got

, the BAGEL BASKET, Inc.

Midwast City, OK 73110

We serve breakfast & lunch
and welcome phone-in orders.
Custom gilt baskets, ordar yours foday |

7039 E. Reno St.

(405) 732-5456

Mon-Fri: 6:30am-3:00pm
Sat: 7:30am-2:00pm
Sun: closed
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 OKlahoma
DX Association

Just

| for the |
| Fun of 1if

FROM THE PREZ

Hello again everyone, 1 hope evervone is
enjoying this Spring season. With Spring
comes Hamfests. 1 had a great time in
Dayton at the Hamvention. 1 get to go
every few years. | am always blown away
by the presence of rare DX and big name
contesters who are so available to chat.
VE9NS was one of the most notable. The
2600 space flea market was incredible.
The weather was spectacular. It was nice
to see several of our club members there.

Don't forget (Hal won't let vou) the
Oklahoma City Ham Holiday in July
where as always, the OKDXA elects
officers. After much soul searching and
evaluating priorities, I have decided 1o not
run for an office in OKDXA in the
coming year. As many of you know, my
work 15 quite demanding and requires that
I travel more than half the time. We now
have children in south Texas and
California which we like to visit,
especially the new grandson. Karen and I
also have other interests that we will be
pursuing. Although 1 personally feel I
have been able to devote significant
attention to OKDXA this past vear, [ do
not believe 1 can in the coming vear. |
don't see having the time and energy to do
the job justice. I will continue to work in
the Association supporting the new
officers in anyway that I can.

I encourage anyone who has an interest in
working hard to improve OKDXA to
please let their wishes be known. |
believe we have some momentum going in
some areas and would hope that the new
officers will be committed to follow
through in those areas. In considering
your own nomination and the nomination
of others, the candidate must be willing to
make a commitment to the Association, be
willing to take-on responsibilities, and be
willing to push tasks to completion. Itis a
courtesy to others that you discuss their

willingness 1o take on a position before
nominating them,

As mentioned previously., at the Green
Country  Hamfest, the membership
endorsed a proposal to combine the
secretary and treasurer functions into one
office and to have two vice-president
offices. The new vice-president offices
are going 10 be the key to the future of the
OKDXA, One vice-president will have
responsibility for activities such as the
banquet, field day. hamfests and
operational  activities  (DXpeditions?).
This will be a fun job. The other vice-
president will have responsibility for the
admumstration  of the orpanization
including  ARRL  affiliation. the
constitution. incorporation. and insurance.
This 15 a critical function. Of course,
these two vice-presidents will be looking
toward the membership to assist in
accomplishing their tasks. The wo
members accepting these positions must
be willing to take on responsibility and
push things through (o completion.

I continue to be excited about OKDXA
The potential is here to have one of the
best Clubs in the Countrv. We have a top
notch newsletter; we have a super web
page on the Internet. we have world class
talent as members, we had one of the
nicest banguets I have been to. and we
have functioning DX packet clusters in
parts of the state with plans to implement
a powerful statewide network, We have
the talent in this Club to do anything we
want. [ challenge each member to make a
commiiment o OKDXA. So, let's decide
who can lead this Club and let's get
behind them and get going. We all stand
to reap the benefits of a world class club.
We cannol depend on the handful of
people who are doing it now to continue
to do everything.

I wiall get off my soapbox now. Get oul
there and work some DX, build some new
antennas, try a new contest, and above all
have fun.

him, WV35

= .

THE CONTEST CONTINUUM

by Coy Day, NSOK
Building a Contest Station ithout a Lot
of Bucks - Comtinned

Since I started writing this. 1've had a
couple of questions come up.

The first 1s: "How are vou doing this
without spending a lot of bucks™ First. |
had mosi of the materials. 1 had gained a
couple of towers that were free for taking
them down. Many companies sel up
towers which later are neglected because
they are no longer needed. They become
a hazard in one wayv or another and they
are glad to have someone come and get
rid of the problem. 1 don't recommend
this il you aren't good at climbing and
haven't done this before. 1 bought another
tower at an estate sale. cheap. 1 bought
one from an add in The Thriftv Nickel.
cheaper. Amaczing all the hardware that
comes with these towers when vou take
them down. Another way I'm saving is by
doing all the work mysell, including
digging the anchor holes. A retired guy
can afford 1o do this and it helps me keep
phvsically fit.  For concrete. I've been
using ready mixed 60 Ib. bags that all
building material suppliers have  for
setting fence posts. It 1s a little more work
but 15 very cheap in the long run.

The second question: "A chimney isn'l
structurally made 1o support a tower, 15
i’ For this question. | have to answer
that vou are exactly right. Chimney's are
not made to use as the base for a tower, |
don't recommend using them for several
reasons. They aren't made for it. Sounds
from the antennas vibrating in the wind
could reverberate through the chimney to
the house. And, you may want 1o use the
fire place. In my case. 1 thought it was
worth a try since I wasn't going to use the
fire place. Also. the chimney is not really
supporting anything. The weight of the
lower rests squarely on the base. [ did
brace the tower to the chimney but then I
braced the chimney as well with the
stainless steel angles on the comer of the
bricks. Yes, if the tower goes the chimney
might well go with it but the converse is
true as well as they are anchored very
solidly together, So far T have not had
antenna noises reverberating through the
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house. As a matter of fact it has had
more of a dampenming effect.

Yes, the tower i1s complete at 90° T dug
the guy anchor holes, five of them, two
feet square by three feet deep. Yes, five.
When you have a tower with a hinge it
takes four direction guying so that you can
tilt it. The fifth hole was correcting a
major flaw in engineering. One of the
holes was a little too close to the house
and the guy wire would rub on the eave
gutter. The boss said move it! In the
holes 1 placed four foot long pieces of two
inch aircraft grade heavy wall aluminwm
pipe. Al the bottom end, | put a rod
through it and shd a magnesinm wheel
rim down over the pipe. [ then filled the
holes with concrete and reinforcing. |1
mixed the concrete in a wheel barrow and
poured it into the holes, 1 learned to get
the 60 Ib. bags. The 80 Ib. ones were a
little too heavy for the old man,

After the concrete cured. I ran the guy
wires using insulators to break them into
lengths that are not resonant o any of the
ham bands. I picked up a list of lengths
that were supposedly non resonant off the
Internet. The lengths were 27.5°, 395,
38" and 76' between the msulators. I used
58" since | happened to have some guy
wires that length.

Once | had the lower section guyed. |
folded the hinge over and started building
the tower down from the 50' level. [ could
have continued on up with it but, with the
winds we've had lately. I chose to build it
down,

When I put the top section on, it was just
out of reach when I stood on the roof
Proper engineering paid off once again.
This allows enough room for the antenna
when the tower is tilted up. [ stuck the
KT 34XA at 92" and a three-clement two
meter vagn bolted to a tower leg at the 90
level and tilted it up. 1 was very glad that
I secured it before the the high winds hit
in carly May.

DX NEWS
3AIA approved!

(The following is the text of a message
sent by Dan  Whitset, W3SBRE, fto
subscribers fo the Internet DX Reflector.)

The 5A1A operation has been approved
by the DXCC Desk as of May 14, 1996,
While my personal mvolvement has only
been with the Ukrainian operation which
started the initial 5A1A operation, the
letter of approval from the DXCC
Manager, KSFUV, says that based upon
the document turned in this morning they
are accepting all operations of 5A1A for
DXCC credit. They will start processing
QSLs (for the Ukrainian operation)
immediately.

Those of you who have met Toly know he
15 an extremely nice, polite, (shy) even
religious, gentleman. He has been
extremely depressed for several months
feeling he has lost three years of his life
over this. Ina fax I received a month ago,
he said, "I must put this problem to an
end, because this is last chance for me to
have a normal life. | am very-very tired, |
can't sleep, I have lost Helen (his fiancee),
[ have problems with my parents, 1 have
problems  with  [YL  (Ukrainian
International  Youth  League, who
originally helped set this up with the
Libyans), if I will not close this problem
nearly future [ do not know how 1 wall
live." Fortunately the haghest levels of the
Ukramman government got involved the
past couple of months and were able to
finally get the Libvan document the
DXCC Desk needed. This young man has
been through more hardships in the past
7-8 months than most of ws would
encounter in a lifetime,

New callsign blocks isswed for Puerto
Rico

On Monday, May 7. the FCC began
issuing call signs in Puerto Rico from one
of the new--and long awaited--call sign
blocks, NP3. For some time now, the
Amateur Radio community has been
awaiting FCC action to begin issuing new
call sign prefixes (blocks) for areas in the
Caribbean, Alaska and Hawaii that are
running low on -- or are already are out of
-- available call signs for higher class
licensees.

The FCC already has granted NPIAA
through NP3AR, as of May 13. So far, it
appears that no new call signs have vet
been granted from the new Alaska and

Hawaii prefixes. The FCC has said it no

longer will restrict Alaska call signs to the
number 7, so future call sign prefixes
could contain any numeral from 0 to 9,
such as NL1 or AL(O. New Hawaiian
prefixes may contain the number 7, such
as AH7 (prefixes for Kure Island already
contain a 7, but suffixes begin with K).
(from the ARRL Letter, 5/16/96)

No Change fo Mount Athos DXCC Stafus

The ARRL Membership Services
Committee (MSC, a standing committee
of the Board of Direclors), has received a
9 to 7 recommendation from the DX
Adwvisory Committee (DXAC) to make no
change in the status of Mount Athos
(SV/A) on the ARRL DXCC Countries
List. The Awards Committee reported a
unanimous vote to MSC in support of the
DXAC to make no change at this time.
Since the DXAC and the Awards
Commitiee are in agreement, the matter is
decided. (from the ARRL Letter, 5/24/96)

Future significant DX operations

= AMSTERDAM IS, FT8Z. Mehdi,
F3PFP, 15 planning an expedition of about
one month's duration to one of the rarest
Amateur radio countiries, The trip is
planned between Mov 96 and Feb 97.
(425DXN)

« ANDAMAN IS., VU7. Jim Smith,
VEONS, announces he has received s
Indian license which 1s valid for 5 vears.
The call 15 VU2JBS which contains his
initials. He also mentioned that he believe
the permit to import the equipment being
donated by the Herard Island DX
Association (HIDXA) to Mam, VU2JPS, -
has now been mailed to his home on
Morfolk Island. Jim stated that he plans to
return to the Andamans in July or August
of this year subject to various factors.

« ARMENIA EK. Victor, RV6HKB/EK
will be active for about one year from
Armenia on 20, 15 and 40m CW. 100
watts and a dipole. Q5L via home call.
(425DXN)

« ASCENSION, ZDE, Des, GODEZ, will
be active from late May until the end of
1996 with the callsign ZDEDEZ. His
activity will be concentrated on HF and 50
MHz, mostly CW,

« BANGLADESH, S21. Andy, S21YE,

will be active for one more year on all
bands, SSB only. S21B is also active for
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CW Q50s. Check 14226 KHz around
0030z, QSL via GOEHX, (TDXB)

« BERMUDA, VP9, Paul, NILJA. of the
Connecticut DX Association, will be
operaing as  NILJA/VPY  from
approximately June 9-15th. Suggested
frequencies: 7260, 14260, 18160, 21360,
24960 and 28460 KHz with allowances
for propagation and OQRM. QSL to his
home call.

« BOUVET, 3Y. Barry Fletcher.
ZS1IFN/G3IMFW reports that he hopes to
make a 2-week DXpedition to Bouvet in
1997 courlesy of the South African
government which will be making an
Antarctic trip. (Internet DX Reflector) ...
ALSO .. Luis, XEIL, (at the Dayton
HamVention) reported that the South
Sandwich Island DX Group (SSIDXG)
will be going to Bouvet somelime in
December 1997/January 1998, Naturally,
this will be a full scale operation. Details
will be forthcoming.

« CHAGOS 18, VQU. Ron, AASDX, is in
V9-land. Ron's call is VOQ9DX and he
will be concentrating on 160, 80 and 40,
He will be there for about 2 more months.
Q5L to Ron's address in KP4, Ron Marra,
Marginal 301C, La Rambla Suite 205,
Ponce, PR 00731 (Internet DX Reflector)
« DODECANESE, SV5. Until 14 June
Fred, SV5/SM7DAY/QRP will be active
from Kalymnos island, Dodecanese (EU-
001). 17 and 20 metres CW only. QSL via
home call, direct or via bureau.

« ETHIOPIA, ET. (on RTTY!).
Waldemar, DK3VN, has recently talked to
Peter, ET3BN, on 20 meters. Peter told
him he is active on RTTY now. When the
conditions are good look for him around
1R00-1900z on 14085 KHz (+/-QRM)
Peter prefers cards direct to POB 150194,
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Also, look for
ET35ID on RTTY around the same
frequency and time, (OPDXB)

« EQUATORIAL GUINEA, 3C. In June
Teo, EAGBH should be active in June
again as 3C1DX. Teo will try to be active
also from Annobon island (Pagalu). QSL
via home call. (425DXN)

« FALKLAND IS., VP8. DA4RG, will
sign VPEBPZ until mid-September. He
plans to operate SSB only, no nets or lists,
Q8L wvia GWEVHI or DA4RG.
(ARLDXB)

* FRANZ JOSEF LAND, R1. In August,
Sergey RIFJZ will end his operations

from FIL and collect the QSLs from
DFTRX (who acts as a "mail box").
(425DXN)

* GREENLAND, OX. From 10 July to 25
August Terry, GIWUX  will be active (5
Walt ORP) From  Greenland as
OX/GIWUX/P in CW (14.002) and SSB
(14.200). Q5L via home call. (425DXN)

« HEARD IS., VKO - Early 1997,

« JAMAICA, 6Y. From 13 to 29 June
Theo, PAJERL/6YS will be active from
Jamaica. QSL via home call. (425DXN)

« JAN MAYEN, JX. JX7DFA will be
active from Jan Mayen until October.
(425DXN)

« JERSEY 15., GJ. From 28 June to 1 July
Jim, G3RTE and Phil, G3SWH will be
active using the calls GI3RTE/P (SSB
and GI3SWH/P (CW). They will try to be
active using two stations, 10 to 80m. QSL
via GISWH.

« LEBANON, OD. Until 30 September
OD/F5PW] will be active from Libano in
CW and SSB on all bands. QSL wvia
F5SPRR.

« LIECHTENSTEIN, HB0. From 13 to 20
July FGELE, FIPNA and FOHKA will be

active with ftwo stations, 10-160m.
(425DXN)

« MACOQUARIE IS.., VKO - The latest
from the bulletins 15 that Warren.

VEOWH will be active on 40m CW (7009
Khz) on Mon, Tues and Thurs only. HE
IS NOW CAPABLE OF SPLIT
OPERATION AND WILL LISTEN UP
3+!  Recently Warren has not becn
particularly active due to work problems.
Local winter will reduce personnel at the
scientific base and Warren hopes to have
more spare ime and to be active in
different hours than the current 0930 to
10,30 UTC. QSL via VK9NS. One card
per envelope please.

+ MADAGASCAR, 5R. Gerard F2JD got
his license. Call 1s SRREN, He will stay
in Malagasy until September. He works
with a long wire. QSL via FOAJA (direct

or burecau are 100%) (Internet DX
Reflector; 425DXN)
« MALDIVES, 8Q. From 8§ to 22

September Andy, G4VPM will be active
from Maldives. Operations, QRP only,
will probably take place with the 3Q7PM
call. (425DXN)

« MALI, TZ. Larry, TZ6VV, is now
active mainly in CW, on 40, 17 and,
mainly, on 30 meters. Find him between

10,109-10.115 MHz, around 22 UTC
during weekends. QSL via TZ6VV (BP
2786, Bamako. Mali). (425DXN)

* MALTA. 9H.  Until 21 June Ruben.
DLAVCR, will be active (mainly on 160
metres) using the call 9H3IL OQSL via
home call. (425DXN)

* MARION I5.. Z58. Until June-July 1997
Chris, ZS5IR/Z56R1 will be active from
Marion Island as Z58IR. Chris will join
the 53th scientific expedition to Marion,
as the official doctor and will work from
base camp on all the bands. also on 6 and
160 meters. i 55B., CW and RTTY
hoping to join major contests. The station
will be equipped with an 1C-735, a FL-
2100Z, PK-232 and antennas  will
mainly be wire due to high winds, QSL
via ZS6EZ (ex-Z56BCR).

« NAMIBIA, V5.  In July and Aupust
Charlic KYOA will be active (including
on the WARC bands) from MNamibia.
This yvear the call will be V5/ZS56YG.
Q5L via KYOA. (In Febmary 1997
Charlie, together with WBOHES. KV0(Q)
and WBUVEZ will participate in  the
ARRL CW Contest probably using the
call V52Y Q). (425DXN)

SABLE IS. CY0. Ken. WASJOC.
reports thal evenvthing is still "go" for the
upcoming June CY0AA DXpedition. The
team will concentrate on 30 through o
meters but will have wire antennae for 40,
B0 and 160m. The team is possibly
planning o be active for 7-10 days
somewhere between June 18th and July
2nd. More sponsors have been added:
Cushcraft, SMIRK. Battlecrcek. SMTAED
and ARNE. Activity will be on 160-2
meters SSB/CW/RTTY with one station
placing its emphasis on 6 meters.
(OPDXE)

« SENEGAL, 6W. Starting from July. for
two vyears, Didier, FSOGL wll be active
from Dakar. Senegal. Didier plans to
work on all bands from 10 to 160m on
CW, 55B and RTTY. Q8L via FOKEQ.
(425DXN)

» SIERRA LEONE, 9L. Jim, 9L1JC. will
be active until at least August. QSL to
POB 1031, Freetown. (OPDXE)

« SOUTH COOK ISLANDS, ZK1. Bruce,
AARU, Stanley, K8MJZ, and Marilyn,
AGEW, plan to enter the IARU
Radiosport Contest in July as ZK1AAU
from Rarotonga. Their stay will be from
July 11 to 20 and they will concentrate on
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160 and 80 meters ouiside of contest
hours as ZK1MJZ and ZK1AGW. QSL
via AABU with SASE. (ARLDXE)

« TOGO, 5V. Until 18 June, Roy,
DLTUBASSVTHR and Lars,
DLTALM/SVTIML will be active from
Kpalime, Togo, on all bands, SS5B and
CW. QSL via their respective home calls,
» TRINDADE, PYOTI. PYIUP is on
Trnndade Island as a crew member of the
Brazilian Navy Base. He intends to
operate all bands as PYOTI. QSL via his
home call. (Internet DX Reflector,
ARLDI)

= WILLIS IS.. VK9W. Until the end of
the year Graeme, VIKSWG will be active
as VEOWG from Willis islands. QSL via
home call. (425DXN)

MONTHLY FEATURES
Saurces for DY info
Jan 96 - The GOLIST
Feb 96 - QRZ DX
Mar 96 - The DX Bulletin
Apr 96 - The 59(9) DX Report
May 96 - open
This month - The DX Magazine

The DX Magazine is a bimonthly sister-
publication of The DX Bulfetin, published
by Chod Harris. It consists of about 60
pages of articles which span the DXing
subhobby of Ham radio. Each issue
contains DX News and Events, a
condensed version of The GO List. and
usually a puzzle or word game. Other
articles might feature Amateur Radio in a
certain country. propagation science, a
review of a certain DXpedition or an
equipment/antenna performance review,
Subscriptions to The DX Magazine cost
$15/yvear and are available through POB
50, Fulton, CA 95439, Chod's telephone
15 707.523,1001.

This 15 the last commercial DX info
source that I'l review. Starting next
month I'll start covering the “free"
bulletins which area available over the air,
via the Internet and by BBS.

Laing your ALL to gef that OSL card

by NSOGP

In the April newsletter [ wrote about the
"stealth envelope" and how to do your
ALL to get your cards and payments
delivered. This month I'll start discussing

T T e

the second part of the equation ... what
types of payments to use and how much
paymenti to send. June's topics will be:
legalities and security. In the following
months I'll cover topics such as amount,
acceplabilify, and efficiency.

Legalifies ...

It is a crime in some countries, e.g., Brazil
and India, for residents to possess foreign
currencies,  Obviously, sending green
stamps  (US  dollar bills) into these
countries puls the receiving Amateur in
jeopardy.  Unfortunately, there is no list
(of which I am aware) that defines these
countries. You have to garner this kind of
information from the DX columns in
magazines, the DX newsletters, messages
on the Internet DX Reflectors, and if
possible, from the DXer him/herself

I do wish that more DXpeditioners would
publish their postage requirements. It
would be easier for everyone in the long
run, I suspect that many arc afraid that a
publication of their minimum postage
requirements (type and amount) might
limut their donations ... and they may be
right. It is human nature to send the least
amount required! ha

Security ..,

Assuming it is legal to send US currency
imnto a country, which is more secure ...
native postage, US dollar bills or IRCs?
And by secure 1 mean which type of
payment/postage is most likely to make i
to the addressee IF the envelope is opened
cither legally (some countries routinely
open foreign mails) or illegally.

Well, if your envelope is opened illegally,
it 15 likely that no type of payment will
make it further! So in this situation the
point is mute, If you are sending QSL
recuests into a country which is well know
for it's pilfering of foreign mails (e.g.,
Cuba, Mexico, many Central and South
Amenican countries, many CIS countries,
many African countrics, and etc.) you are
simply playing the odds that your
envelope might slip through the gauntlet.
If a pilferer is going to go to the trouble to
open your envelope he will likely trash it
after keeping whatever he can find inside.
Of course this is not always the case. |
read on the Internet where one CIS ham

urged his contacts to use IRCs since they
were usually lefi in his obviously opened

envelopes. His conclusion was that the
pilferer didn't kmow what they were!

If you are sending into countries that
legally open foreign mails your best bet
would be to use that countries stamps or
IRCs (if accepted).

If you are sending into secure countries
(e.g., western Europe., Canada, Japan,
Korea, Taiwan, Australia, New Zealand,
South Africa and etc.) yvour method of
payment 15 really determined by what is
required/forbidden or what is convenient
with you. Use what is convenient to you
or what is requested by the DXer.

OKDXA STUFF
Welcome new member(s)
Theo (Ted) Doty
Box 211
Cheyenne, OK 73628
405.497.2716

Proposed changes in OKDXA constitution

The OKDXA Constitution requires that
members be notified in writing of any
proposed changes at least 30 days in
advance of a vote. Members may obtain a
copy of the old and new constitutions from
WV5S. Changes require a two-thirds vote
of the members present at an announced

business meeting (Ham Holiday). Here
are the proposed changes ....
ARTICLE IV

Section I, The elected officers of this

organization shall consist of a president, a
vice-president of administration, a vice-
president  of  activities, and a
secretary/treasurer. These officers shall
serve for a term of one year until their
successors are elected and duly qgualified.
Officers may succeed their self if reelected
for successive terms.

Section IV, It shall be the duty of the
vice-president of administration to preside
at meetings in the absence of the president
and to succeed him if for any reason the
office should become vacant,

Section V. It shall be the duty of the
secrelary/treasurer 1o record minutes of all
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meetings, to carry on the correspondence
necessary (o transact the business of the
organization, and (0 maintain the
financial records of the OKDXA as well
as being responsible for the receipts and
disbursements of such funds as may be the
property of the association,

Section VL  Deleted (Described the
treasurer function shown above)

Nominees for 1996-97 ...
In late March 15 OKDXA members were
polled by both email and letter asking for
their recommendation for nominees for
.the 1996-97 year. I asked them to assume
that the new execcutive committee
structure would be approved and I also
asked them to make sure their nominees
were contacled and permission obtained
prior to placing their names into
nomination. [ am assuming that was
done. Here is the list of current nominees,
listed in alphabetical order,

President

Hood, Jim WWV3S (withdrawn)
Hunt, Ross K5RH

Vice President x 2
Case, Ken K3KC (withdrawn)

Day, Coy N5SOK
Gillespie, Robert WBSKIJE
Hunt, Ross K5RH
Sweetko, Steve AAJBG

Secreta reasurer
Bvard, Mark NSOGP

At the time of the nomination process our
President, Jim Hood, had relented to the
many requests to stand as a nominee for
President. Likewise Ken Case had agreed
to stand as a nominee for a VP position.
Since that time both men have had
significant (mavbe the word is drastic)
additions to their job load and both have
been forced to withdraw their names from
nomination,

If you would like to serve please pass
along your interest to N5OGP. In the
meanwhile, please heed our President's
admomishments 1 this  newsletter
regarding the necessary commitment to
the jobs. Come to the Ham Holiday
business mecting with suggestions and
volunteers!

OKDXA Web page released ...

We are proud to announce that the
OKDXA World Wide Web home page is
on-ling and officially released to the
viewing public. The address is ...

hitp:/f'www . pcok.com/
~niogp/okdxal

Please check it out and send your critiques
and suggestions o NSOGP, It is, and will
always be. under construction in one way
or another. We are adding files weekly.

QRZ? OKDXA DXpeditioners ..

We would like to advertise your upcoming
DXpeditions in the OKDXA newsletter
and on our OKDXA WWW site. If vou
publicize your operations by sending
email to the bulletins and DX Reflectors
PLEASE include niogpiapcok.com on
your TO: or CC: list. I'll be sure to
advertise your upcoming "jaunt” in print.
When you return and get vour QSL cards
printed please ship me one for scanning
and inclusion on the OKDX A Web Page.

Attention OKDXA contesters ...

"Please copy zone 04, 5x% ... over”. Ah
hal Got vour attention didn't 17 Would
all of our OKDXA contesters (Field Day
to Sweepstakes to COWW and everything
in between) PLEASE turmn in your scores
(unofficial and official) and any related
"war stories” to our Contest Coordinator.
Coy Day, NSOK. We want to highhght
our membership's conlesting exploits in
both our monthly newsletter AND on our
soon-to-premier OKDXA World Wide
Web site. No matter how well you ranked
or didn't rank, please let us know you
operated! Thanks!

OEDXA callsign badges?

For some time now I've been wanting a
professional looking name/callsign badge
carrving the OKDXA logo. Having
received a mce ARRL DXCC Field Rep.
badge from The Sign Man III company in
Palmyra, TN, I sent a design and asked
for a quote. Mr, Doug Barnes (Mr. "Sign
Man" himself) enthusiastically responded
with the following info:

* 4-line, 2.275 x 3.375 in badge = $6.25
which includes shipping. This is $0.50

e —  —— - —— e
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off the advertised price and he will waive
the logo selup fee.

« Mo minimum order. Regarding the
same. Mr. Barmes savs. "our posilion 15
that a club member should not have to
wail for a badge until more members wani
one."

I am going to talk "background color”
with Mr. Barmes in late April and order
myself a badge for a demo. Maybe 1 can
get a graphic of the badge i ouwr
newsletter. I'll have all the ordering info
in the newsletter when the detamls are
settled. ... NSOGP

Current Email Directory
Bargmann, MNate KAORNY
natebarg/@icencom. net
Boyer, Craig AH9B
ah9b/dlionet. net

Buford, Bob KDS0QD

103 130,656/ compuserve.com
Byard, Mark N3OGP
nSogpdpeok.com
Calhoun, Charlie, Ir. KB3ZUD
kbSzudtulsa.com

Case. Ken K5KC
CasekEfwaol.com

Day. Coy N3OK
njoki@ionet. net

Feigel. Don WDSEHU
wdSchui@aol.com
Goodnight, Gerald KK5JH
nightigiicon. net

Guida, John NIV

nj Ivia@phoenx. net
Hargrove, Lovd AB3SI
AB5li@prodigy.com
Hood, Jim WVS5S
wvSsid@icon. net

Ingram, Jay W3QVS
WIVSEmsn. com

Land, Dave KIDSFX
daveland@pcok.com
Martin, Erik AASWQ)
emartini@moran, mines.edu
Martin, Jeff KSWE
kSwe@ aol.com

Miller, Hal KB1ZQ
nllpni@aol.com

Romere, David KASOWI
dromeref@ionet. net
kaSowi@amsat.org
Russell, Dick KISVV
kjSvvigaol.com
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Sweelko, Sieve AALBG
sweetko@busprod. com
Thomason, John
whisyli@iionet. net
Vandagnif, Tim
waldvomi@wbicqu.ampr.org

If you are a member of the OKDXA and
yvou have an clectronic mail address (and
vou wouldn't mind having it published in
this NL) please email it to yvour Editor,
MN3SOGP. Thanks!

Kudos column

Congrats to OKDXA member Richard
Winnard, KJ5QU. who recently received 7
brand new country QSLs ... in a BUREAU
shipment no less!

» MISCELLANY -
Memoirs of a DXer ...
by Peter Casier. ONOTT

You might ask, what is so special about
opeming an antenna box? Memories, [ tell
YOu, memories.

After my 1994 Malawi and Angola tour. |
knew I was in for a new vertical antenna,
to replace my 70m long GS5RV. Craig
from Oklahoma Comm Centre was so
kind to donate an RY for my upcoming
Afnca tnps. It came in the normal
Cushcraft cardboard box just before my
trip to Goma, Zaire (9Q5TT, 4U90) '95), |
remember the customs officers throwing a
suspicious glance at it as 1 took it out of
the UN plane on the strip and carried it to
the vehicle waiting on the tarmac.

The R7 was good for the majority of the
12,000 QS0s [ made from my shabby
room in hotel Karibu on the shore of Lake
Kiva, The antenna was then, with
UNHCR  stickers all over, dnven to
Kigali, where Mark., 9X/0ON4WW used it
for a couple of months, after which it was
returned (o me.

The (still original cardboard) box was
wrapped full of Red Cross tape and taken
to Luanda, Angola (D2TT. D3T '95).
where I used it for 10,000 QSO0s. [ still
remember the glorious African night
when [ took it down, and packed it again
to go home.

Then it was shipped to Australia, to be
used on the Heard trip. Without being

used, it came back, after which I took it
with me to Ivory Coast. The stay was too
short for any decent activity, so I shipped
it to here in Uganda.,

Yesterday, while awaiting a proper
license, 1 found a boat on which I could
install the antenna, and operate /MM, It
was like all the smells of the countries the
antenna went to, came out of the still
original box, when I cut it open. The box
now has all kinds of airline stickers and
UN/red cross stickers all over it. It is
diificull to even sce a piece of its original
color amymore... It was a sentimental
moment. There were still even picces of
mud from Angola on the antenna, and
there were still some ‘danger - high
voltage' stickers on the rods, Stickers I put
on there while in Goma, trying to avoid
people munning off with it

S0 you ask me what is so sentimental
about unpacking an antenna? Memories, |
tell you, memories,

See you /MM from Lake Victoria soon,

until T have a proper license and can go
back on land.

73, Peter, ON6TT soon to be /5X (I hope.)

KENWOOD Tech Tip CHECK YOUR
BATTERIES!

The MC-60A, MC-80 and MC-85
microphones all have pre-amps in them,
These pre-amps are powered by regular
"AA" type batteries if you are using a TS-
320 (§,SE), TS 820(8), TS-1208, TS-
1308 (E), TS 4308, TS-5308 (P), TS-
8308, or TS-9308. The batteries should be
lested at least once a year to be sure the
microphone is working properly. Weak
batteries can result in low output, erratic
output, or possibly distorted output.

More Ham radio web sifes

The geo DXCC Page

hitp://www. webbuild.com/
~murf/dxcc/dxcc. him

Gladiator single-band vertical antennas
hitp:/f'www primenct.com/

~bmyers/

CU NEXT MONTH
73 de NSOGP sk

official today, May 31, 1996. They said
- we would be more likely to get an outside |
larea. That is $17.50 per linear fool. I

|should be no problem. There will be an
| electric fee.

| It is urgent we get applications in as soon

| and request club presidents and secretaries
bring this to your club. Discuss it and|

| certificates we received for service in the

and gals, let's do it!!

Letter from Oklahoma County
Emergency Coordinator (ARES)

We need to have a PUBLIC SERVICE
EVENT to let the public see what and
who we are as amateur radio
communicators. What [ propose is a State

Fair Exhibit. I talked to the state fair

figure a spot 10" X 15" is $262.50 charge. |
With several clubs participating that

A mobile, van or similar would be highly

| desirable for security reasons. It could be|

locked up at night, If convenient someone
might sleep there overnight,

Mow hear this, the critical and most
demanding thing is manpower (you).
Please commit and schedule shifts. The

area has to be manned every hour the fair|

is open each day.

as possible. I have that. I would appreciate

have members sign a roster with phone
number. Mail the rosters to me. This
event is a must at the next club meeting. If
you like, call me at 634-5235, and I will
come to your next meeting and present)
this. Anyone with ideas or suggestions
call me,

What we will do at the fair. Have 2 meter
and possibly HF. We will send radio
grams for fair attendees. Talk about and
demonstrate radio QSOs. Display other
things. In general, introduce amateur
radio to the public. Have a good time and

be proud of who we are and what we do. |

We could have a display of our award

bombing disaster last year. Come on guys

James L. Jones, KSPER |
Oklahoma County EC
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A. R. R. L. Bulletins

From ARRL Headquarters
MNewington CT

To all radio amateurs

ARRL Bulletin 25
May 2, 1996

A seven-month-old problem that had
threatened to disrupt the Amateur Radio
volunteer examiner program has been
resolved.

In September 1995, a newly formed
corporation called NCVEC Inc. attempted
to exert control over the Question Pool
Committee (QPC) that had been formed
some years earlier by the organizations
that have entered into agreements with the
FCC to serve as Volunteer Examiner
Coordinators (VECs). By unilateral
action of the new corporation and contrary
to the FCC rules that require all VECs to
cooperate in the maintenance of question
pools, ARRL Volunteer Examiner
Department Manager Bart  Jahnke,
KB9NM, was dismissed from the
committee. Efforts by the ARRL and the
FCC to gain his reinstatement were not
successful until early April,

Ever since the reinstatement, QPC
members have been working in good faith
to resolve issues concerning decisions
taken by the QPC in the seven-month
period during which it was operating
contrary to the rules. Those issues have
now been resolved to the satisfaction of all
participants,.  Some revisions to the
previously released syllabi for written
examination elements 2 and 3A, for the
Movice and Technician licenses, will be
announced shortly,

"We are pleased to have this matier
resolved.” said ARRL Executive Vice
President David Sumner, K1ZZ. "The

other members of the QPC appear (o
understand that the commilles is not a
creature of NCVEC Inc., and that no VEC
cam  be excluded from commitlee
participation. It still is not clear that
NCVEC Inc., acknowledges these facts.
However, that is no longer a matter of
concern because the FCC has affirmed
that it has no relationship with NCVEC
Inc., but only with the individual VECs."

Amatcur Radio volunteers have been
admimistering and coordinating FCC
examinations for more than 12 years. The
ARRL/VEC coordinates approximately
two-thirds of the examinations.

ARRL Bulletin 26
May 2, 1996

Vanity call sign filing Gate 1 opens Mayv
31,

The vanity call sign program is almost
here. The FCC has announced that Gate
1 of the vanity call sign program opens
May 31. and eligible hams may file
applications on or after that date,

Under Gate 1. you can file for a previously
held individual or club call sign or for a
call sign formerly held by a deceased close
relative. To request a vanity call sign for
your primary station, you must already
hold an unexpired amateur
operator/primary  station license, To
obtain the former call sign of a deceased
close relative. your license must be of the
proper operator class. To request a vanity
call sign for a club station, you must also
hold an unexpired club station license
listing you as the trustee. Vanity call sign
applicants must use FCC Form 610-V to
file,

Applicants should refer to the licensee
data base to make sure the call sign they
are requesting is not already assigned. A
call sign is normally assignable two years
following license expiration, surrender,
revocation, set aside, cancellation, void ab
initio, or death of the grantee. FCC Fact
Sheet PRS000 Number 206-V, Amateur
Station Vanity Call Sign System, has
details. For explanations of Groups A, B,
C and D and the geographic Regions, see

Fact Sheet PR-5000 206, Amaleur Station
Sequential Call Sign System.

For more information aboul the vanity call
sign program, call the FCC Consumer
Assistance Branch, 800-322-1117,

More information on the vanity call sign
Gate 1 opening is in the latest ARRL
Letter. available on the World Wide Web
at:

http:/fwww.arrlorg/

specific eligibility criteria are in the
packet radio wversion of this bulletin.
Check vour local PBBS or PacketCluster
node.

ARRL Bulletin 27
May 3, 1996

Irvin J. Foret, KB5SUJD, of Metairie,
Louisiana, whose Technician Plus class
license was suspended by the FCC
following allcgations of interference to
Amateur Radio operations in the New
Orleans area. has reached a settlement
with the FCC (o end its proceedings
against  him, Foret has agreed to
immediately surrender his Amateur Radio
license for life and permanently divest
himself of all electronic equipment
capable of transmitting on the ham bands.
In addition. Foret has agreed to refrain for
hife from applying for any FCC license or
permit--regardiess of the service. from
participating as a third party in any
communication in the Amateur Radio
service and from tramsmitting on CB.
Foret also agreed to pay $500.

But the core of the agreement was his
consent to cooperate fully and completely
with all government officials in
connection with any ongoing or future
admimstrative  or law  enforcement
investigations or proceedings involving
ham radio operations by others,

The agreement does not prohibit Foret
from engaging in otherwise lawful
iransmissions over land mobile radio
facilities as part of his work.

The Commission's original action came
April 5, 1996 after Commission personnel
monitored and documented Foret's
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transmissions in December 1995 and
January 1996, The FCC said some of
Foret's transmissions on January 29, 1996,
constituted  willful or malicious
interference 1o the transmissions of other
Amateur Radio stations, in apparent
violation of FCC rules.

During an inspection of his station, the
FCC said, Foret was lacking in candor
and misrepresented matenal facts to
Commission personnel by stating that he
did not make the (ransmissions the
Commission observed. The FCC also said
some of Foret's transmissions were
unidentified. included music or were
obscene or indecent, the alleged indecent
transmissions occurning, at a time when
there was a reasonable risk that children
were in the andience.

ARRL: Bulletin 29
May 15, 1996

Former Midwest Division vice director
Dick Pitner, WOFZO, of Sioux City. lowa,
died May 14. 1996, He was 87. Dick
became vice dircctor in January 1974,
succeeding Paul Grauer, WOFIR. who
became director, and he served for one
term, Dick also was a leading member of
the 3900 Club, which meets on that 75
meter  frequency. Tod Olson, KOTO,
remembered Dick as "a good friend and
an exemplary person and amateur.”
Services are May 18 at First Christian
Church, Sioux City, lowa.

ARRL Bulletin 30
May 24. 1996

Ballots have been counted in Section
Manager elections for Vermont and
Western Massachusetts. Terms of office
begin July 1, 1996,

The results are as follows:

In Vermont
Justin C. Barton, WAILITZ, 234
Fonm Stern, KAINREER., 105
Barton was declared elected

In Western Massachusetis
Mark Casey. NILZC, 163
William C. Voedisch, Jr. WI1UD 232

WVoedisch was declared elected

In eight other sections, positions were not
contested. The following were declared
elected.

In Alaska, Russell Ely, WL7LP, which
became effective March 20, 1996

In Mlinois, Bruce Boston, KD9UL.

In Indiana, Peggy Coulter, W9JUJ,

In Maine, Michelle Mann, WMIC

In Northern Florida, Rudy Hubbard,
WALPUP

In Oregon, Randy Stimson, KZTT

In Santa Clara Valley, Kit
WAGPWW

Blanke,

In Wisconsin, Roy Pedersen, KYFHI,

ARRL Bulletin 31
May 29, 1996

Vanity Call Sign Filing Gaie 1 opens May
3.

The FOC has announced that Gate 1 of
the vamty call sign program opens May
31, and ehgble hams may [file
applications on or afier that date.

Under Gate 1, you can file for a previously
held individual or club call sign or for a
call sign formerly held by a deceased close
relative. To request a vanity call sign for
your primary statiom, you must already
hold an unexpired amateur operator
primary station license. To obtain the
former call sign of a deceased close
relative, your license must be of the proper
operator class. To request a vamty call
sign for a club station. you must also hold
an unexpired club station license listing
you as the trustee. Vanity call sign

applicants must use FCC Form 610-V to
file.

Applicants should refer to the licensee
data base to make sure the call sign they
are requesting 15 not already assigned. A
call sign 15 normally assignable two years
following license expiration, surrender,
revocalion, set aside, cancellation, void ab
initio, or death of the grantee. FCC Fact
Sheet PR-5000 number 206-V, Amatcur

Station Vanity Call Sign System, has
details. For explanations of Groups A, B,
C, and D and the geographic Regions, see
Fact Sheet PR-3000 number 206, Amateur
Station Sequential Call Sign System.

For more information about the vanity call
sign program, call the FCC Consumer
Assistance Branch, 800-322-1117.

More information on the vanity call sign
Gate 1 opening is in the latest ARRL
Letter, available on the World Wide Web
al.

hitpe/fwww. arrl.org/

ARRL Bulletin 32
May 30, 1996

Amateurs Mobilize Against Threat to 2
Meters, 70 CM - Part 1 of 4

The American Radio Relay League is
aslang radio amateurs across the United
States to help defeat a threat to the two
most heavily used amateur VHF and UHF
bands.

An Industry Working Group known as
IWG-2A that 15 preparing draft US
proposals for the 1997 World
Radiocommunication Conference has
before it a list of "candidate bands" for
Low-Earth Orbit mobile Satellites ("Little
LEQS") that includes, among a number of
others suggested for consideration, the
144 and 420 Mhz bands. Little LEOS are
intended mainly to offer commercial
paging and other low-data-rate messaging
services. The list of candidate bands was

submitted by Little LEO industry
representatives at a meeting of IWG-2A
on May 7. ARRL Technical Relations
Manager Paul Rinaldo, W4RI, was
present and objected strongly to the
inclusion of these two bands. He was told
that objections should be submitted in
written comments, and the ARRL did so
on May 15. At the same time the ARRL
advised the industry participants in IWG-
2A along with its chairman, Warren
Richards of the Department of State, that
if we did not receive assurance that the
bands would be dropped from the list of
candidate bands we would have no choice
but to advise members in July QST that
the bands were under threat. No such
assurances were forthcoming. Instead, we
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were told that as long as Little LEO
allocations requircments remained
unsatisfied, everything had o remain on
the table.

This response was nol acceptable.
Accordingly, when July QST went to the
printer on Tuesday. May 28, it included
the following editorial. The editorial
speaks for itself, but is worth emphasizing
that there is no reason for panic. What we
ar¢ dealing with is an ill-considered
industry effort that is i s early stages,
there 15 no reason to believe there is any
government support for any move against
these two amateur bands. Our mission is
to quash the idea before it goes any
farther. An outpouring of thoughtful
comment by amateurs, explaining why the
public interest would not be served by the
miroduction of commercial services into
these bands, will go a long way toward
ensuring the desired outcome,

The editonial may be reprinted in its
entirety with the credit line, "Reprinted
with permission from July 1996 QST ."

Continued in Part Two (ARLB033),

ARRL Bulletin 33
May 30, 1996

Amateurs Mobilize Against Threat to 2
Meters, 70 CM - Part 2 of 4

It Seems To Us, July 1996 QST:

Write now. Get out a pen and paper, or
boot up your computer. There's work to be
done. Your help is needed to defend two
meters and 70 cm.  Yes, that's right--the
two most popular and crowded amateur
VHF/UHF bands, But don't panic, and
don't “"go ballistic." Here's what's
happening, and what you can do about it.

The United States is preparing for the
1997 ITU World Radiocommunication
Conference, WRC-97. In the past, the
public has been able to participate in the
preparations for such conferences by
responding to FCC MNotices of Inquiry. In
March, the FCC announced a
streamlining of its International Bureau's
preparatory processes for WRCs.  Under
the new scheme, the NOIs have been
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climunated i favor of increased emphasis
on WRC Advisory Commitlees.

For WRC-97, a senies of Informal
Workang Groups (IWGs) of the Advisory
Committee has been created to address
specific agenda items. The output of each
IWG will go directly to a joint FCC-
NTIA-Department of State  Steering
Committee of the Advisory Committee.
There, draft proposals as received from
the IWGs will be reviewed and forwarded
to the FCC for possible release as
preliminary  U.S, proposals for public
comment,

In announcing the streamlined WRC
preparatory process, the FCC tried to
reassure those who might be concerned
aboul reduced opportunities for public
participation: "Interested parties should
note that input to the Advisory Committee
may be sent at any time directly to the
chair of the WRC-97  Advisory
Committee, the chairs of the Advisory
Committee’s Informal Working Groups.
Cecily C. Holiday, the FCC's Federal
Officer of the WRC-97  Advisory
Committee. or to Damon C. Ladson, the
alternate federal officer.”  Hold that
thought while we shift gears to the
substance of the issue,

Continued in Part Three (ARLBO34).

ARRL Bulletin 34
May 30, 1996

Amateurs Mobilize Apgainst Threat 1o 2
Meters, 70 CM - Part 3 of 4

One of the WRC-97 agenda ilems
includes  consideration of  possible
additional frequency allocations for the
Mobile-Satellite Service. So-called "Little
LEOS." low-carth orbit satellites below 1
GHz, already have allocations, Their
proponents claim these are inadequate and
are trying for more. The needs of Little
LEOS are being addressed in IWG-2A,
chaired by Warren Richards of the
Department of Statee. The ARRL
Technical Relations Staff participated in
IWG-2A to represent amateur radio
interests at the May 7 TWG-2A meeling,
an industry representative proposed a list
of "candidate bands" for Little LEOS.
The list includes a number of bands that

would negatively impact existing services,
and does not include others that would be
techmcally more feasible but to wlach
strong objection from imcombents could be
expected--the pomt  being that  some
political., rather than purely technical.
judgment already has influenced the list.
Incredibly, 144-148 and 420-450 Mhz
were included on the list. This is the first
time in memory that another service has
been proposed for the two-meter amatcur
band. We must make sure it is also the
last time,

We do not need to explain to ARRL
members the extensive use that is made of
these bands by amateurs. The two bands
provide the backbone of our local public
service communications effort. Voice and
data, mobile and fixed. even television--
the list of present amateur uses 1s a long
one, and of future uses 1s even longer.
Both are already used for satellite services
and for moonbounce and extended-range
terrestrial operations requiring extremely
sensifive receivers and igh levels of
effective radiated power.

Apparently we did need to explain all this
to the Little LEO industry representatives.
50 we did just that--both at the meecting
and in a follow-up letter on May 15, We
also explained that we had to regard the
matler as extremely serious. Mo one with
the slightesl background n
radiocommunication  could  possibly
believe that a Mobile-Satellite Service
could be introduced into either band
without disrupting existing and future
amateur operations, Therefore, we said, il
we did not receive assurance that they
would be taken off the list of candidate
bands by the deadline for this issue of
QST, we would have no choice but to
bring the matter to the attention of the
entire membership.

Continued 1in Part Four (ARLB033),

ARRL: Bulletin 35
May 30, 1996

Amateurs Mobilize Against Threal to 2
Meters, 70 CM - Part 4 of 4

The response we  received  was
unsatisfactory. In effect, we were told the
Little LEO industry would consider our
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views bul that until their spectrum needs
are satisfied, all bands must remain under
consideration.

50, this 15 a call to action. We must gel
across to the industry and government
participants in IWG-2A that the 144-148
hMhz and 420-450 Mhz bands cannot be
considered as candidates for mobile-
satellite services. We need to drive the
point home so forcefully, with so many
grassrools responses, that no one 15 ever
tempted to trv this again. Which brings
us back to that invitation for "interested
parties” to send input "at any time."
There's no time like the present. Here are
the key addresses, including those of the
mobile-satellite industry folks who secem
to have started the ruckus;

Cecily C. Holiday. International Burcau.
FCC. Washington, DC 20554,
choliday /@ fecc.gov, FAX 202-418-0748.

Warren G. Richards. Chair. IWG-2A.
Department of State, CIP 2529,
Washington, DC 20520, richardswg (d@

s6820wpoa. us-state.gov, FAX
202-647-74017.

Tracey Weisler, FCC Rep.
International Burean, FCC,
Washington, DC 20554,
ce.gov, FAX 202-418-2824.

IWG-2A,

tweisler (@

Mary Kay Williams, Final Analysis, Inc,
7500 Greenway Center, Suite

1240, Greenbelt, MD 20770, FAX 301-
474-3228.

Do comment. but be civil. Don't abuse
pecople who are simply doing their jobs.
We have to get across that casting
covetous cyes on amateur bands is
counterproductive. and contrary to the
public interest. To accomplish this we
need a lot of comments, including yours.
But remember that the objective 1s to
educate and persuade, not to intimidate.

We don't need to. The facts are on our
side.

To monitor the FCC's ongoing WRC-97
preparations, visit its WRC-97 home page
at: hitp:/fwww fee. goviibfwre97/,  Write
now, Right now!

David Sumner, K127

ARRL Bulletin 36
May 30, 1996

The following name and address
information was inadvertently omitted
[rom ARLBO335:

Leslie Taylor, Presidemt, LTA, 6800

Carlynn Court, Bethesda, MD 20817,
E-mail to haylor @ lla.com or FAX 1-
301-229-3148,

Attention All ARRL
Accredited VEs

| 1f you are interested in helping give |
| ARRL. VE tests at Ham Holiday "96 in

Oklahoma City, July 27, 1996, please

| contact John Copeland, NWOK at 405-
All level of tests will be|
admimistered. If you are not ARRL |
accredited and wish to be, contact John to|
| find out the procedures to become ARRL |
| accredited.

329-1681.

—

Hope 1o See You At The Hamfest!! !

ARRL Bulletin 28
May 9, 1996

District  Group A
Extra
0 ABOBS
1 AAIPY
2 AB2AW
3 AAIQOF
4 AEATZ
5 ACSHR
G ACGUL
7 ABTON
8 AARWY
9 AAQSA
Hawaii -
Alaska ++
Virgin Is  WP2X
| Puerto Rico  ++

The following is a list of the FCC's most recently issued call
|signs as of May 1, 1996.

Group B Group C Group D
Advanced Tech/Gen MNovice
KIOCS it KBOWHV
KEIEO N1XFI KBIBXY
KG2GV ++ KB2YSX
KE3IWL NiIXHP KB3BOP
KT4PM +4 KF4]EE
KK5ZR + 4 KC5UHB
KQeFX 4o KFaDMG
KI7TX] ++4- KD7AAC
KGEWW ++ KCEDNZ
KGYGG ++ KBYNNQ)
AHGOOD - WHoDAW
ALTOL +4- WLT7CSZ
KP2C] NP2JF WP2AID
R 4+ WP4NLY

| ++ All call signs in this group have been issued in this area.

WSKE

EXTRA CLASS
AMATEUR RADIO

FIRST CLASS
RADIOTELEPHOME

ELLARD'S EX EL

ELLARD W, FOSTER, OWNER

5905 N.W. 42nd Street, Phone: 405/78%9-6702
OKLAHOMA, CITY, OKLA. 73122

COAXTAL LUSED TEST EXCESS
) CABLE EQUIPMENT ELECTRONICS
DEVICES
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Up - Coming
Hamfest / Swapmeets

June 7, 8 & 9, 1996 - Ham Com .
Arlington, TX. Currently largest hamfest
in central U.S. with most all major dealers
and manufacturers represented.

June 15, 1996 - Summerfest, Cookson,
OK sponsored by Tenkiller Area Amateur
Radio Club, See Flyer in this issue,

July 26 &27, 1996 - Ham Holiday 1996
sponsored by Central Oklahoma Radio
Amateurs, Inc. Door prizes, dealers, flea
markets and plenty of parking. Planning

still underway for this event. For more |

mformation contact:

Hal, KB1Z(Q) or Linda, N1LPN - 672-7735
CORA P. O. Box 95942 Oklahoma City,
OK 73143-5942

nlpln@aol.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

VE exams on 3rd Monday of each month
sponsored by C.O.R.A. 1800 @ Salvation
Army HQ at NW 50th and N. Penn,
Oklahoma City.

VE exams on 3rd Saturday of each month
are held at 0900 in Math Science
bwlding at Rose State College in Midwest

City.

VE exams on 4th Tuesday of each month
are held at 1800 in the Shawnee Public
Library, 101 N. Philadelphia.

VE exams on 2nd Saturday of each month
sponsored by SCARS are held at 1000 at
the American Red Cross in  on
Westheimer Airport in Norman. Contact
Jim Copeland, NWOK at 329-1681 for
more information,

VE exams on 4th Saturday of each month
are held at 1830 at the Altus Vo-Tech in
Altus, OK. Contact Rick Alderete,
AASUU for details.

VE exams on the 2™ Sunday of odd
numbered months sponsored by the
Stillwater ARC at 1500 in the OSU
Enginecring Morth Building, Room 316,
Contact Ken, KSKC (405) 377-7586 for
details,

VE exams on the 1® Saturday of each
month al 1430 in the Vinita City Hall
sponsored by Northeast Oklahoma Radio
Assn,

Hams from around the central Oklahoma
arca meet Fridays at 7:00 for supper,
coffee, friendship and overall story telling
at the Skyline Restaurant on 15th and
Eastern in Oklahoma City,

ATTENTION WWII VETERANS:
Members of the 304™ Signal Operations
Baitalion Pacific Theater will be holding a
reunion 20-22 September 1996,

| For more information contact:

Bill Schumann, KASTUF
3517 NW 64" Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73116
PH: (405) 842-5469

On the Air

Listings of Nets on local repeaters or
sponsored by CORA members:

ARES - Oklahoma County Thursdays @
8:.00 p.m. on 146.22/82.

Packet check-in on 145.07

Salvation Army - Second Saturday of the
month @ 8:00 a.m. on 146.22/82.

HF 3900kHz; Packet 145.07

AMTOR @ 8:30 a.m. 14 064mHz

Night Owl - Daily @ 10:30 p.m. on
146.07/67 with altermate 146.325/925,
OKC Swap-n-Shop - Saturdays @ 10:00
am. on 146.22/82,

Geritol - Daily @ 3:00 am. on 145.4]
minus input.

Edmond Info - Mondays @ 8:00 p.m. on
147.135/735.

QCWA Chp 63 VHF - Thursdays @
700 pom. on 145.4]1 minus input.

QCWA Chp 63 HF - Sundays @ %:00
on 3856.5kHz .

Wheatstraw - Wednesdays @ 9:00 p.m.
on 146.01/61.

Purcell - Mondays @ 8:00 on 145.19
minus input.

Cimmaron - Tuesdays @ 9:00 pm. on
145.45 munus input.

YL Net - Tuesdays @ 5:.00 p.m. on
147,09 plus input.

| proportion.

Running the legal limit
by “Huck™ Huckabee, AASBU

Most of us Amateur Radio operators have
alt some time wished for a “full-powered
rg"” -- especially when we hear stations
that don’t hear us. 1 recently worked a
station on the West Coast who had a four-
element beam on an eighty-foot tower,
running legal-limit power. I was running
50 watts to a whip antenna on the roof of
my RV. Afterward | thought, “We each
received good signal reporis, vet he ran
thirty times more power.” 1 wondered if
his investment was in the same
And 1 wondered, “Is he
having proportionally7 more fun?" Still,
mosl of us would like to ™ fire a big gun.”

Mot long after WW-II, when mhtary-
surplus radio parts were cheap, 1 built a
kilowatt CW transmitter for 40 and 20
meters. It was great! It blanked out all the
radios and TV's for blocks, and
neighbor’s fluorescent lights blinked my
Morse - with their switches off!

My home required a new circuit to supply
the rig. The input stage of my receiver
burned up, and the odor of hot
transformer varnish permeated the house.
[ even had to warn my small children,

“Don’t touch the window screens when
Dad is on the radio.” What fun!

But that old equipment wasn't efficient; it
drew 700 watts on standby, and nearly
3,000 watts key-down! That wasn’t bad in
the winter, but in the summer’s sweltering
heat. my attitude quickly shafied to, “Who
wants to nursemaid 3000 watts of heat

through a hot Texas night™

S0 [ gave the rig 1o a young ham, and
built a new one that ran 200 watls.
Unfortunately, it and the receiver together
consumed - and dumped back into my
shack -- 200 watts key - up and 550 key
down. That’s still to much for a Texas
SLMmer,

Today I'm down to 50 watts. And
serinosly considering going QRP.

from the February ‘96 Austin (Texas)
ARC "AARC- Owver” Mickey Mcinnis,
KBSYAC Editor



DAYTON CROWD SMALLER BUT
ENTHUSIASTIC

The 1996 Dayton Hamvention is history.
This year's event took place three wecks
later than in past years, in parl o avoid
rainy, ¢cold weather that had plagued the
Hamvention the past few vears. (Another
more pragmatic reason was to avoid a
possible conflict with the local hockey
team's use of Hara Arena and Convention
Center if they made their league's
playoffs.) While some rain still fell the
first day, Friday, May 17, it didn't seem to
trouble the opening day crowd. Weather
during the rest of the weekend was
unscasonably hot and humid. however.
Crowds of flea marketers took refuge in

the shade of the few trees around Hara
Arena.

The official tally: 30,368, down some 6%
from last wyear, according to Sheila
Markland, KFEYD. who was among those
in the Dayton Amateur Radio Association
who helped to bring off this vear's
Hamvention. Officials blamed the lower
head count on the new date. where il
conflicted with some graduations and
proms, and on the fact that May 17-19
turned out to be "the first good weekend”
of a wet spring. and some ook advantage
of the sunshine to plant gardens and cnjoy
other outside activities.

Visitors turned out from all parts of the
US and Canada. as well as several other

countries  around the world Badges
bearing exotic call signs are not
UNCOMIMon among, Dayton

Hamventioneers, and this vear was no
exception,

While no major HF transceivers debuted
at Dayton (perhaps a function of the
sunspotl minimum), several manufacturers
were promoting new products, some not
quite available. Among them were
ICOM's IC-821 all-mode VHF/UHF
transceiver (an upgrade of the IC-820),
Standard's C5900DA, a three-band mobile
(6 and 2 meters and 70 cm) and its C156
2-meter hand-held (to be priced below
$200), AEA's halo antenna for 6 meters
and its [DR-9%% 440-MHz 9600-baud
packet radio, MF] "Travel Radios" for 75
and 40 meters (available "soon"), Ten-

e e e e R i

29

Tec's new B11A amplifier, Kenwood's
Th-261 2-meter mobile and Yaesu's FT-
3000M high-power 2-meter mobile. Yaesu
celebrated 40 years in Amateur Radio
during the Hamvention. Sales were brisk
of the ARRL's new CD-ROM conlaining
QST, QEX and NCJ for 1995, which was
demonstrated for hundreds of
Hamventioneers.

Possibly also as a result of low sunspot
activity, while DXCC applications were
about even with past years, the number of
cards was down by about a third,
according 1o ARRL DXCC Manager Bill
Kennamer, K5FUV, DX  Forum
atlendance was off too, he reports.

On the other hand, ARRL Repeater
Directory Editor Jav Mabey, NUOX, says
the ARES forum drew 100 or so and "the
discussion was cnergetic.” Another 60 or
s0 attended the Repeater Coordination
forum and got an overview of progress
toward establishing a single point of
contact between the FCC and the various
coordinating entities in the US,

The ARRL forum on Sunday morning
aftracted a good crowd. including
President  Emeritus  George  Wilson,
W40Y1, who enjoyed sceing so many
fmends after a stroke caused him to miss
last vear's Hamvention. WRC-99 was
uppermost on  the minds of forum
attendees, whose questions were ably

answered by President Rod Stafford,
KBGZV,

As the opening date of May 31, 1996, for
the first gate of the vanity call sign
program approached, many hams stopped
by the ARRL booth to pick up FCC Form
610V packages. Judging from the number
of requests, interest in the program is
high, and the FCC will have its hands full
processing applications for Gate 1 and
subsequent gates, which the FCC has not
vel announced.

SETI League executive director Paul
shuch, N6TX, was the Hamvention
banquet “speaker" Saturday evening.
Shuch cntertained with songs and
included numbers about the scarch for
extraterrestnial intelligence, Carl Sagan
and the "Big Ear" antenna developed by

John Kraus, WSJK, who was among those
being honored. AMSAT-NA  President
Bill Tynan, W3X0, was named the
Dayton Hamvention's Ham of the Year.
Kraus was a Special Achicvement Award
winner, and Bill Orr, W6SAL, was named
Technical Excellence Award winner.
Meither was able to atiend, however. Bob
Dixon, WEERD, subbed for Kraus while
Joe Schroeder, WOIUV, spoke on Orr's
behalf, More than 1000 attended the
banquet.

Our thanks to the many who visited the
ARRL booth at Dayton to just chat, pick
up an FCC form or a League membership
or award application, or to expand their
ham radio librarics. We enjoyed meeting
all of you!

TEEN HAM ARRESTED ON
SCANNER CHARGES

Greg Godsey, KF4BDY, a lé-year-old
ham from Hopkinsville, Kentucky, was
arrested May 11 by local police who
charged him with carrying a scanner that
could receive police radio frequencies. His
Radio  Shack  HTX-202  2-meter
transceiver was confiscated. At a court
appearance May 14, he was bound over
for trial on June 4. The judge reportedly
didn't hear any arguments concerning
whether the law was broken, possibly
because the arresting officer wasn't
present,

According to reports, Greg, the ARES EC
for Christian County, Kentucky, and a
ham since last summer, was detained by
Hopkinsville Police. The officer indicated
that when he arrived, Greg "was talking
on a radio that is capable of receiving
police frequencies. I wverified this by
keying my radio, which broke the squelch
on [Greg's] radio.”

Greg denies the charges and says his radio
has not been modified and cannot receive
or transmit outside of the 2-meter band.
He has sought advice from the ARRL in
resolving the matter. ARRL Regulatory
Information Branch Supervisor Norman
Bliss, WAICCQ, says the Kentucky law
exempts cquipment possessed by a
licensed Amateur Radio operator that is
capable of receiving police frequencies.
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SOLAR ACTIVITY UP

Solar observer Tad Cook, KT7H, in
Seattle reporls that solar aclivity was up a
bit during the period of May 9-15, with
the average sunspol number about 20
points higher than the previous week's,
and solar flux up less than three points,
The most disturbed days were May 13 and
14, when the A index was 13 and 15,
Otherwise, conditions were stable.

Last fall we were excited fo report
sightings of the first sunspots from the
upcoming Solar Cycle 23. Now the
NOAA  Space Environment Service
Center has changed its report and is not
expecting the new cycle to begin until
later this year.

Watch for the solar flux to dip below 70 in
late May, then rise above 70 after June 2,
peaking in the mid-70s around June 9
Conditions should be very stable through
May 27, then an active geomagnetic field
15 expected around June 7 and 10,

sunspot numbers for May 9 through 15
were 17, 33, 53, 35, 38, 30 and 26,
respectively, with a mean of 33.1. The
10.7-cm flux was 76, 77.5, 76.5, 73.6,
727, 7T1.8 and 70.9, respectively, with a
mean of 74.1.

HAMS DEFEND HOBBY

A single sentence in the June issue of
‘Ladies Home Journal that cast Amateur
Radio in a bad light prompted strong
reaction as hams rallied to the hobby's
defense. The magazine has gotten the
message and promised a correction for the
unintentional error. In case you missed it,
here's what happened. In LH)'s Consumer
News department on page 86, an item
regarding cordless telephones states:
"There is little you can do about static,
except to report those who cause it—illegal
airwave users, such as amateur radio
stations--to the FCC."

Barbara Leeson, KK60QM, was among
those who wrote the LHJ editor to set the
record straight on the "illegal airwave
users" point. "It's important to place the
blame for interference where it properly
belongs, on the substantial portion of

consumer electronic products sold in the
US that are designed with a cheap price
rather than interference in mind," she
wrote. Leeson advised consumers to read
the FCC's Interference Handbook, ARRL
Public Relations Assistant Jennifer Hagy,
NITDY, also wrole the magazine to say
that the FCC has determined that cordless
telephones and similar "poorly designed
devices” are “operating improperly  as
radio receivers." Hagy pointed outl that "if
the interference is caused by problems in
consumer equipment, there is little that
can be done to the transmitter to cause the
problem.”

ARRL Laboratory Supervisor Ed Hare.
KAICV, comments that LHI readers
referred to the FCC will be disappointed
because the FCC recently made clear that
it no longer intends to respond to RFI
complaints involving consumer devices
unless it knows the interference was a
result of FCC rules violations. Hare says
the FCC will tell the complainant to
contact the manufacturer of the consumer
equipment instead.

Ladies Home Journal explains it got its
information during a telephone interview
with  the  Consumer  Electronics
Manufacturers Association (CEMA),

HAM BUG BITES FAMILY AT
SCIENCE MUSEUM

What do you do at a science museum? Get
vour ham license! Three-quarters of the
Miller family of LaBelle, Florida, did just
that. When the family visited the Museum
of Science and Industry (MOSI) in
Tampa, they wandered into the ham radio
station therc. Ewerett Hale, KA41QZ,
showed them the equipment and gave
them ARRL literature for prospective
hams. Bob, the dad, and oldest son Frank,
16, started studying and became KD4VTL
and AD4RD, respectively. Mom, Janice
and son Jim, 14, followed suit and got
KD4ZIX and KE4PQH, respectively.
Recently, the two youngest children got
theirr licenses. Sarah |, 11, earned
KF4HCG and Peter, 9, became KF4HCF.
They've since encouraged two friends to
get licensed, too. Twins Tim and Tom, 13,

have not vet gotien their tickets, but
Janice says they keep trving (o encourage
them,

As Bob put it, "If you don't want to gel
mterested mn ham radio, don't stop at the
ham shack in MOSL But if you do, il
might be the beginning of somcthing!"
(Bob is now an ARRL volunteer
examiner. )

By the way, there's another tale behind
how the museum got its ham station.
When making a delivery to the muscum,
Clark Evans, WA4DLL, spotted a car
with  Amateur Radio plates, and
ciscovered Ed Artest. ADZK. worked at
MOSI. The two talked and decided the
muscum needed a ham station, They
asked former Sen Barrv Goldwater.
KTUGA, to write a letter to the muscum,
and that. says Clark, "opened the door."
Yaecsu and local hams donated the needed
cquipment and antennas for HF, packet,

satellitc and weatherfax, The MOSI
station recently got the call sign,
KE4ZRS, and volunteers now  teach

licensing classes on site.--Rosalie White.
WAISTO

HARRY M. NEBEN, W90QB, SK

Harry M. Neben, W90B, of Palm Harbor.
Florida, died March 29, 1996. He was 77.
Originally licensed during the 1930s as
WIYVZ, Neben joined the Office of
Strategic Services (0SS) during World
War II, in part as a result of his ham radio
experience. During the war, he set up
radio stations throughout Europe and
carried a little suitcase HF radio, state of
the art for its day. Later, as an electrical
enginecr, he worked for Tucker Motor
Cars (dramatically chronicled in the film.
Tucker) as well as for Amphenol
Corporation and Sunbeam Corporation. A
life member of the ARRL., he authored
several QST  articles on  SSB
developments, test equipment and
antennas. Neben also was active with the
Cuarter Century Wireless Association,

Material  from The ARRL  Letter
reproduced and credit is given to The
ARRL Letter and The American Radio
Relay League.
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TENKILLER ARFEA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

ZND ANNUAL SUMMERFEST

4%# SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 1996
0700-1630 ‘r,ﬁi.

LOCATION: T.A.C.O. BUILDING, COOKSON, OK
L OCATED ON RAKE TENKILLED)

$3.00 Admission $5.00 Inside Tables Tailgating FREE (with admission)

PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED! Tickets available at the door.

Grand Prize - Allnese 2m T

Talk-in om thu “;I “_E_I |[i| w Repeater

Directions: (From I-40) Exit 297 (Vian). Go North on Hwy. 82 to Cookson. (From Tallequal)
South on Hwy 82 to Cookson. At the Cookson Firehouse, turn west and follow the signs to the
airport. Turn left at the airport road. T.A.C.0. is located on the right at the end of the road.
Free parking available.

FURTHER INFORMATION: MIKE CLEMONS, KESNU (918)463-3287
CLYDE STOTTLEMYRE, WS5TQE (918)457-5959
DICK WELLS, KH6FNS (918)457-3463

Return this portion to reserve your table(s) (Remember tables are limited.)

Name | Call

Address

City, State, Zip

Number of tables ___ @ $5.00 each = (enclosed)

Mail to: Tenkiller Area Amateur Radio Club (TAARRC)
P.O. Box 234

Cookson, OX 74427




June 1 to June 29, 1996 Schedule of Events:

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
. [ 432040 a.m.
3
930 a.m SCARS
Aeronniticnl 100200 @
Center HOCARS VE Exams
: 730 pan
12 13 15
Altus Area ARC 200 m.m.
7230 p.m ) VE Exams (R5C)
110 am.
YHF Clahb
1:00 p.m.
TAARC
16 19 Y.
600 p.m. Fiel ay
CORA VE Exams eld DJ‘
700 p.m,
Choctaw ARC
23 24 25 20 24

1:00 p.m,

CORA Lunch
Aeeting

7:00 p.m, Shavwnee

Deadline
VE Exams

Dr. Robert Goodhead
Optometrist

o Disposable Soft Lenses ¢ Computerized Vision Analysis
o Soft Contact Lenses * Gas Permeable Contact Lenses
» Bifocal Contact Lenses

6401 N.W. Expressway ° Suite 122 ° Okla. City, OK 73132
(405) 721-9100

Special Attention To
Children's Vision
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