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Altus Area Amateur Radio Club: Best
thing going in SW Oklahoma!

The monthly meeting of the AAARC
was held on Thursday evening, the 14th
of April starting at 1930 hrs in the base-
ment of the North Main Fire Station, Al-
tus, OK. Duty Calls kept Jim, AB351,
and Mike, KC5AWRE, from filling their
regular roles as Club President and Sec-
retary, but two eager volunteers stepped
up to cover the vacancies and so the
show went on. Thanks to George,
AAILL), and Dale, KISWP, for running
the meeting while Jim and Mike were
Away.

Looking through the attendance roster,
there were several Calls that were new
to these eyeballs so 1 thought it only fit-
ting to recognize the new calls or new
faces to the club meeting, After many
Thursday nights of introducing himself as
SWL, Milton Chorn 15 now the proud
new owner of KC5FRM (Finally re-
ceived mine!).

Congratulations Milt on the new call.
Another new call on the sign-in sheet
was KC4RP, Tony Quarles. Good to
have you in attendance at Altus Tony and
come back anytime. Other new calls be-
longing to old faces within the club were
KISWP, Dale formerly known as
KCS5CYU, and KJISWR now assigned to
John who graduated from KB5SZCK.
Congratulations guys on your advance-
ment through amateur radio, now try and

learn those calls before your Extra Class |

ones get herel
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On to the topics that were covered at the
nights meeting.

ARRL Testing -- James ABSNT an-

nounced that there will be another test-
. ing session on the 30th of April that will
| be held in Altus. Tt will be held at the
Wilson Center, which is handicap acces-
sible, starting at 1830 for the code test-
ing and 1900 for the theory segment.

- Jim, NSUJB, inquired about a current
listing of all the paid up club members
belonging to the Altus Area Amateur
Radio Club. The delay in getting this list
| out falls squarely on the new bookkeeper
. and 1 accept the blame entirely. The pre-
sent list that [ have put together includes
the spouses’ names, members' spouses’
names, members' addresses, phone num-
| bers, etc. contained together and I have
' been holding up distribution of this list
| because of my military upbringing. That
' means that some folks don't like all ther
" personal information given out on a club
roster or listing and I can respect their
views on that matter. My hold-up is
checking with each member to seef he
or she minds having this information re-
leased so as not to offend anyone by my
actions. 1 speak from experience when |

i say that years of friendship and good
. faith can be dumped in a heartbeat when

someone publishes an unlisted phone
number or exact listing of a house num-
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ber or location. Rather than trash my
current listing and go with just names and
call signs, within the near future T will
have approval from all persons hsted and
feel 100% better in publishing the current
members' listing. And folks today think
that the military doesn't teach you any-
thing anymore, better safe than sorry 15
always a good lesson in my book.

Moving right along, James, ABSNT, n-
quired to the membership about the pos-
sibility of holding this year's Field Day
event in adjoining Harmon County versus
within the local city limits of Altus.
James stated that Harmon county is
pretty rare for those folks who are
county hunters and the different location
might bring in numerous contacts for our
Field Day total point tallies. This issue
will be announced over the nightly round
table net and see what the local member-
ship wants to decide for this year's non-
stop event.

George, AAILLL announced that dates
and times for this year's Quartz Mountain
bike race have not been set yet by the cy-
cling participants. When they are, he will
be looking for volumeers to statt the dif-
ferent stations and check points that en-
sure a smoother and more efficient oper-
ation for the entire event. Our club get-
together meal this month wall be a break-
fast function and will be held on Saturday
morning the 16th of April at the Quartz
Mountain Lodge starting at 0900, May
will be a luncheon month with the date
and time to be announced later.

John, KB5SRDH, brought up the subject
of passing on congratulations to any and
all amateurs that do any upgrading. An
advancement from Novice to Technician
deserves recognition just as rightly as

W arrtineed on pege 2)
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someone who jumps from Advance Class
to Extra,

When you hear those new calls out there,
be sure to pass on your appreciation that
someone's hard work and dedication has
paid off for him or her by progressing up-

ward through the ranks of Amateur Ra-
o,

Oh by the way, did 1 tell you about my
Uncle who works in the butcher shop?
He muns the meat grinder at the store and
yesterday he backed into the machine
and got a little behind in his work! Just
checking to see if your stll with me or
not.

Have you thanked one of your Elmers
lately?

MNothing further to come before the
membership, the April meeting was dis-
missed and twice as much fellowship
took place after the meeting as was con-

ducted during the meeting, Still waiting |

to check into that 40 meter net Bob.
What's the hold up?

Anyone with the weekday breakfast
blues? Try checking into the breakfass
net on the 146.79 machine with Dotty,
KCSEEQ. She's got corn flakes and cold

toast beat all to heck. That's all for now- |
folks. Hope to see everyone at the next |

monthly meeting on Thursday night, 12

I haven't written here for a while, 1've
left that up to you. There has been
plenty of activity and people willing 1o
help so that there really was no need for
me to add any of my own comments to
the pages of our newsletter. There was
no need for me to write anything, until
NOW.

Before, I was writting to answer
questions about the C&E. MNow, [ am
writing to inform you that 1 can't
continue editing the C&E and mailing it
cach month. T have had some family
problems that have caten up all of the
time to do this with and 1 know these
problems may not be rectified for several
months.

 I'would like to thank everyone that has
| made an effort to help with the C&E. |

would especially like to thank Joe
Busswell. He is the perfect example of
: what a club editor should be. Look at
the VHF club articles. They are printed
just as | received them. 1 had Lo use “no
brams” on my part.

| wish the C&E well, 1 know that there
are many capable hands ready to go to

work at it and mold it into a newletter
that we can all be proud of

May at 1930, (you know, 7:30 PM) |

downstairs at the North Main Fire Sta- |
Support your local re- |

fion in Altus!
peaters, we couldn't get by without "em.

73, Mike, KC5AWB

PreRegister for Ham
Holiday on Page 14!
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Dear Subseriber,
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to be a misiake, check with your club
officials and have it changed

Dear Secretary/Treasurer, :
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to your membership, your must fill out
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for the date you received their money
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THE OCAPA SEMI-ANNUAL HAMNIC

The Semi-annual HAMNIC was Satur-
day Apnl 23rd at the ranch of Don
KCSBRO and Carol KCS5EXR. What a
great time that was had by all. This year
there was around 75 people who at-
tended this advent. The party started

around noon with the setting up of the

ham stations and antennas. There was
fishing, volley ball, horseshoes, football,
and eating, lots of eating and great fel-
lowship. Don KC5BRO entertamed with
his radio control airplane, until Newton's
law visited (the go up come down part).
A bonfire ended the evening with smores
and marshmallow roasting with nobody
wanting to leave until long after dark.
The Hamnic provide a opportunity for
hams and non hams to get together,
Thanks to Keith KISXA and Mary
KBSVNP for coordinating thehamnic

and providing the special awards. We |

appreciate all of those
who helped make this a happening.

A GREAT BIG THANK-YOU GOES
OUT TO DON AND CAROL FOR
THE USE OF THERE PLACE.

Chit Chat by KBSWQR CHERYL
KB5VNP MARY

"Does anyone make a purely satel-

lite rig and which one is best?"

This is the most commonly asked ques-
tion by folks wanting to get into amateur
satellite operations. Until this month, the
primary answer was the Yaesu FT-736.
However, hold on to your collective
hats, the "big three', Icom, Kenwood and
Yaesu, are about to introduce no less
than three new dedicated satellite rigs.

Let's begin with well founded rumor.
The Yaesu FT-736, the most popular
OSCAR rig in use will be replaced by the
"FT-746". Mo words on what features it
would have but, a direct access plug for

1200/9600 baud packet is a sure bet.
Hopefully, many of the unnecessary 'bells
& whistles' will be deleted and the cabi-
net size will be reduced.

Kenwood's offering into space commu-
nications is the TM-255; an all-mode umit
with 120009600 baud TNC ONBOARD!
Yes, finally a manufacturer has built the
THC into the rig. Mo words if the umt 13
dual band but, it's being advertised as a
satellite rig. The "255" will use the same
cabinet as the popular TS-50 thus, it will

~ be small and great for mountain-topping |

or DX-peditions, Power output will be
around 40 watts. As with speculation on
the "746', it will be a basic rig with mini-
mal 'boiler plating’. The 255 will proba-
bly replace the TS-790 which was not a
screaming success due to 'strange and
awkward' operating characteristics.

Icom's new entry is the IC-820. Like the
TM-255, the 820 is small; roughly the
same size as the 1C-275/475 twins, The
820 will most likely replace the 1C-970
which was expensive (3$2,400) and big
(same cabinet as the 1C-781). The 820
will have the main band transmit, sub
band receive operation like the 970 but,
once again, without the seldom used fea-
tures. The rig will also have a rear panel
1200/9600 baud port. Three power level
models are available (10, 25 and 75
watts). Current thinking has only the 25
watt model available in the U.S. market.
Price is estimated around $1,500; com-
parable to the FT-736,

All three "newbies' will probably not have
an onboard powersupply, ie. 12VDC
only.

What about U.S. manufacturers? Ten-
Tec produced one of the earliest pure
satellite rigs back in 1983, the 2510A.
However, it bombed; the dial read out
the uplink frequency no the down link
which is the most critical, you had to do

some fancy math to determine your
downlink frequency, and the ALC board
was prone to giving up the ghost. It's

- real strength was simplicity. The follow-

on unit, the 25108, solved all of these
problems and even included a Doppler
tracking feature. However, Ten-Tec
was too late, Yaesu's FT-726 (the FT-
736's predecessor) had captured the

. market. Word has it, Ten-Tec has hun-

dreds of 2510B's stacked in a ware-
house.

In short, we'll see more satellite rigs hit
the market than ever before. My sugges-
tion...hang in there and see what features
each one has and make your choice.

Memorial to WSMEL established by
CAPA

In march of this year, the Oklahoma City
amateur radio community lost one of its
stellar members, Leonard Hanstein,
WSMEL. A long time member of
OCAPA, there was hardly a member of
the local amateur community who was
not influenced by this gentleman.

Leonard spent thirty-plus yeas as an edu-
cator and considered it his greatest voca-
tion. He was a mentor to an enfire gen-
eration of business, civic and community
leaders.

| Considering Leonard's love if the teach-

ing profession and education, OCAPA
has decided to establish the "Leonard
Hanstein Memorial Scholorship”, a
grant-in-aid to a graduation high school

- senior who intends to continue their edu-

cation, The amount is tentatively set at
$500 and will be presented at Ham Holi-
day "94.

Larry Divis, KF5JN, and Tom Killian,

MN5STCG, have been tasked to develop

selection critenia for the grant,
(Continued on page 4)
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OCAPA continued...

(C ontimeed from page 3)

sustaining funds will be raised by
OCAPA primarily through club raffles
and individual donations. Anyone wish-
ing to honor Leonard's memory is wel-

come to make a donation through the
OCAPA treasurer,

OCAPA DEMONSTRATES AMA-

TORS

On February 9, 1994, the annual Okla-
homa Student Inventors Exposition was
held at the Oklahoma State Capitol
Building. Bill Enter, KBSNUA was the
driving force behind the exposition, The
organization encouraged elementary, ju-
nior high and high school students to test
their limits of innovation by creating
original inventions. Student inventors
displayed their level at "Inventor Fairs",

An active ham, Bill wanted to expose
student inventors to amateur radio. In
mid-fall of 1993, he invited members of
various radio clubs in the Oklahoma City
area to establish a demonstration ama-

teur radio station at the February 1994
exposition to be held in the state capitol
butlding.

Sadly, in November 1993, Bill became a
Silent Key. However, his idea did not
pass with him. The members of the Qk-
lahoma City Autopatch Association
(OCAPA) took up the challenge and
concluded arrangements for a station.

The day of the exposition dawned the
coldest day of the year. Chill factors of
-30 degrees and winds of 15 to 30 knots
would have discouraged a less dedicated

- group. OCAPA members arrived at 7:30

AM; assignments were made, antennas
erected and stations setup. By 8:30AM,
"NSKXI" was on the air. Over two
dozen OCAPA members assisted in the
setup, remained at the station for the day,

| or provided equipment.

Over 150 young inventors, and several
members of the Oklahoma State Legist-
lature, has an opportunity to discover the
hobby of amateur radio.

Bill would have been very pleased.

Alton Sage, KBSLIC, on vaccation... and having a good time.

Monoabows Rocdio

T g BB

Alton Sage - how do we understand?...
How do we go on?...

We lost a great chief warrior, soothsayer
and friend when KB5SLIC went to be
with the Lord. For his few years as an
amateur radio operator he pave more,
cared more, laughed more and appreci-
ated more than most who have been
lvams many times longer. He was always
part of the solution and was never part
for the problem. Alton did not just talk
the talk, he walked the walk.

What an inspiration! What a role model
to those of us, unlike Alton, who trip
over teothpicks. How do we under-
stand, how do we go...

Alton always greeted with warmth, a
ready handshake and a bit of twinkle in
his eye. He was always, without doubt,
tickled to see club members and their
families. He touched with his heart, not
just his hand.

73, WBASYT-lohn
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MORI

About a month ago at a meeting of the
various amateur weather groups, it was

decided that there needed to be more
communication between the amateur wx
groups and the WNational Woeather
Service. At that time, it was agreed
upon each of the spotting groups
(Autopatch, Ears, Scars, Ect...) would
relay severe wx information to the
Mational Weather Service via 145.21,
During severe wx, .21 may be heavilly
used. We ask that during severe wx
events, you NOT use 145 21 because of
the wvital link it provides. Around
6:30am and noon every day, the
thunderstorm outlook will be broadcast
by an amateur that works at NWS on
145,21, Martin, KNoUG is pleased to
report that .21 no longer requires a
subaudible tone! The autopatch on 925
has had a few problems because of the
controller, but after taking a shotgun to
it, the phone patch now works!

At the April meeting, it was agreed that
MORI will start a drive to collect ARRL
books for donation to the Metropolitian
Library System. After calling the online
Card Catalog Service, 1 was suprised to
discover that there are very few books
related to amateur radio available for
checkout. Between now and field day,
Earl KISHN and myself will collect any
ARRL Handbooks, license manuals,
ect. that are not very old and are in good
shape. And they will be donated to the
Metropolitian Library System. There
will be tremendous benefits by making
more publications available to potiential
hams.

WELCOME BACKI!!

I'm sure many of you already know that
the Night Owl Net is back on 67 (g
10:30 every night. Since its move, ['ve
listened to the net numerous times and

am amazed ai the nomber of check-ins i
sometimes has. Everyone is more than
welcome to check in, (Im sure having
too many people couldn’t hart.)

At Ham Holiday, MORI will agian have
about 3 tables for the purpose of telling
surplus club equipment. The tables are
also available for members to sell any of
thewr own equipment... The only thing
we ask 1s that if you place an item to
sell on the table, you spend at least an
hour watching the table, .,

73 de NSQKI, Robert

SO YOU WANT TO BE A LID?

Lid...a term used in amateur radio to
denote a poor operator; one who is
inept at the practice of the art,

A monumental problem facing amateur
radio today is the alarming amount of
poor operators filling the air waves. [t
15 the opinion of many that one of the
reasons for this 1s the fact

that many of the new operators really
have not been advised about proper
operating procedures. Too many of
the "amateur radio classes” produced
today spend very little, if any, time
correcting operating procedures. Their
major thrust is to teach the code, cram
the theory, and fill out a 610 form!

It 15 casy to be a lid, it must be, there
are 50 many of them. If you are already
a lid, read on, you may find some new
"lid-isms." If you are not yet a full-
fledged lid, you may learmn some new
matenal for your next transmissions.

Probably the most popular is "QRZ the
irequency.” MNobody can be quite sure
what the exact meaning of this is. The
ARRL Handbook lists QRZ asa CW
"shorthand” signal meaning "Who is
calimg me?™ On phone it may mean
something  else, although 1 can't
imagine a frequency calling someone! |

even heard a W5 ulter "QRZ the
channel!” MNow this guy is a chief lid.
The frequency was silent for a while
(Probably as most good operators
were in a state of shock) and then a
signal from afar responded, "This is the
channel and I wasn't calling you!”

I think "QQRZ the channel" and "QRZ
the frequency” are real winners. Use
them a lot. You'll chase the pood,
experienced hams out of their gourds.

Actually, the use of "Q" signals on
phone is in itself a true "hd-ism." The
Q" signals were devised by high speed
CW  operators as a form of
“shorthand” in order to speed up their
transmissions. What use they have on
phone is questionable, as in - many ases
you can say the actual meaning just as
fast. In many cases they cause more
confusion than if you would have said
the actual meaning. Then you get the
real id who comes off with “"QRM-
Mary or QRN-Nancy? Good heavens,
why didn't he just say he had
interference?

Now, you must be ready with this one
at a moment's notice: "HIL"

MNever, ever, laugh if you find something
funny. Say "HI" or even better "HI-
HL." It doesn't really take the place
of

laughter, but it tells the other operators
that you know how to laugh on CW,

Another one. Always give your callsign
phonetically when  operating  on
phone, especially when conditions are
good and signals are clear. It's another
small way to take up valuable air
time without really adding any
intelligence to a conversation. To cut a
fine line, it is not legal to identify your
station by saying "Whiskey Five Victor
Sierra Romeo." If vour call is issued
W5VSR, the identification is "This is
WIVESR." If copy is difficult and for
clarification, then, "This is WSVSR,
Whiskey Five Victor Sierra Romeo." So
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continue your lid-ism and show how
clever you can be with ridiculous
phonetics. A good friend of mine is
WS5BS:; he has a lot of self-restraint!!

Are you interested in DX? Put these on
your DX lid list, "CQ Dog X-Ray"
jazz it up a little by saying, impressively
"CO Dog X-Ray, beaming Asia." Not
only does that improve your antenna’s
directionality, but it lets everyone

hearing you think you have a beam,
whether you do or not.

The number one, all time lid award of
the century goes to those great DX
operators who listen down on one

frequency in the foreign part of the
band and transmit up in the American
phone band without ever listening on the
transmitting frequency to see if it
was clear. Of course, you must use two
processors, in tandem, mike gain wide
open, and drive your three 8877 final
tubes with an SB-220 while bellowing
forth, "CQ Dog X-Ray" for five
continuous minutes, before listening,
This i1s the way to attract lots of
attention. Lots of it

Next on the list is the subject of
“Break." 1 do believe that we
inherited that one from the CBers.
Just find a comfortable roundtable in
progress, and say "Break" or better
"Break-Break" or best "Breaker-
Breaker." Don't give any calls; neither
the station you hear nor your own. Don't
listen for a few minutes first to find out
if you can hear all of the stations in
the roundtable. Just break in and
disrupt everything. If that doesn't
work, start tuning up your rig on that
frequency.  After  all, aren't the
frequencies there for all to enjoy?

Here are some quickies: Say "Go" or
"Come back" or "C'mon, Good Buddy,"
mmstead of "Over” if you think you must
say anything at all to let the other
operator know you are ready to listen to
him. Don't forget the all time Broderick

Crawford "10-4" or better
big 10-4."

It is a shame the F.C.C. no longer
requires us to  indicate portable
operation. They have taken away
another opportunity for the lid-ism---
"This is Whiskey Five Very Strong
Radio, Port Five." I just typed this on
my port typewriter!

RESULTS GUARANTEED

Did you ewver hear a phone operator
who sounds like he's operating from a
dungeon? Maybe he 15, but even without
a dungeon you can get the same effect
by turning up your mike gain and
holding your Golden Eagle D-104 at
least one foot, better at two, from your
face. Mever close talk a mike. Disc
Jockeys never do and they are "cool"
When you are on the air, you are "cool"
oo, so  you do the same.
Communications microphones are
designed to be close talked. Keep
that mike gain at a minimum level. That
way you won'l be transmitting the
voices of wyour wife and kids
screamung  five rooms away. Of course,
to be a super lid in the audio
department, do use a "power mike"
doving a processor.

Everybody knows that the engineers
who  designed vyour transmitter
purposely made it short on mike gain.

Lastly, when giving your name, refer to
it as your "Handle." It's folksy. And be
sure to say, "The handle here is
Beaver." That's liddier than just plain,
"My name is Beaver." It also helps to
punctuate your remarks with "By golly"
whenever possible and  remember
whenever in a large roundtable,
especially on a VHF repeater, give
each and every call sign in the group
complete with phonetics when [Ding,
Also don't forget to add "For ID" after
your callsign.

There are many other ways to be a lid,

Ham

but [ feel confident that if more
operators were to iake a look at this
disaster from the lighter side, perhaps
we'll all see just how ridiculous most of
the phone operation on the ham
bands is today.

Phone conversation should really not
take on a much different atmosphere
from talking to your friends on the
telephone., Do you  say "Owver" or
"Break” or the worst "Come back"” when
you are on the telephone? Well then,
why do so many do it on the amateur
bands? All of that is ever so redundant
on a repeater system where most have
"End-of-transmission"” beep tones; and
of course, there is usually a squelch
burst ahead of that, so you actually
ended up with a fellow ending his

sentence  with "Come back"....
followed by a squelch burst followed by

the repeater’s beep and in many cases
the repeater carmer dropping. You have
just four indications that it's your tum!
QSL?

Let's all pay more attention to this
problem and see if we can help "Clean
up" our operations and put amateur
radio

operations back up to the more
professional nature that it enjoyed
before many poor habits of the CB band
crept up on us.

This article appeared in the September,
1978, Ham Radio Horizons, entitled
"So You Want To Be a Lid!," by AL
"Buddy" Massa, W5VSR.

Edited for and submitted to packet
radio by KN4KB, Randy.

Holiday

You can precegister leday by hnming to page 1411

Central Okiakhoma Radio Amaleurs
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Wheat Straw April Meeting

As planned, a group of the members met
afl McBee's Steak House, leaving al eighi
(Pelock for Moreland to the Eye-Dall
50, Leaving ont was Joe, WASGHEK;
Mary Ann, WASVNEF; Ray, KSLLX with
Verlina; Tom, NSIKN; Bertha, N53TNG;
Ralph, WASPFK with Goldie; and
Johnny, K5GBMN, with Margaret,
WASRLP, in the last car.

The conversation siarted. The farther
along we travelled, the more mleresting
was the conversation. We learned things

we did not know about each other. Yes, if

you had been along you wounld have
heard,

Well, anyway, we picked up Ray, AB5Z
with Sue, KBSTNE; and. Leo, WASH
and Ann, at the Highway 51 junction into
Highway 270.

We did not have a meeling. 1t seems
plans are about 1o be made for the next
two months. Several other Wheal Straw
members were up at Moreland for the
hamfest with the covered dish dinner.

There was tood lefi; | am sure cveryone
had all he or she wanted to eat. There are
a lot of pood cooks around!

I didn"t spend very much money but |
fovud everyithing 1 wanied at the Rad-
Comm dealer from ont in the Texas pan-

bandle. They had quite an assortment of

poodies. T got a 1994 LS. Callbook and
another log book, 1 also bonghl some
coux fittin gs from Ellard, W3SIEKL

From the looks of how bare some of the
swap [ables were, quile a bil of vsed paris
and equipment musi have been sold.

I got my C&E Friday and was glad lo get
il It was a larger paper with good news
and articles in it. There were club news

from clubs I had nol seen for a while,
Keep up the good work, and thank yon!
Ralph, WA SPFK

Why Worry?

There are only two reasons for worry: Ei-
ther yon are swecessful, o1 you are nol
successfid. IWyon are snecessfil, there is
nothing to worry about. I you are net
swccessful there are only two things to
worry about: Your health is good, or yon
are sick. 1T your health is pood, there 15
uothing to worry aboul. I yow are sick,
ihere ave only two things to worry about;
You are gomg 1o gef well, or you are
going to die. Il'yon are going to get well,
there isnothing to worry about, Ifyou are
poing lo die, there are only two things to
worry about: Yon are either going lo
heaven or you are e going (o heaven. It
you are going to heaven, there 1s nothing
to worry abouwt. If youn are going to the
other place. you will be so busy shaking
hands with vour fricuds, yon won'l have
time to weorry -- so why worry?

From the ARRL Mewsletier

FCC Surveys Telephane Interference

The FCC has released the resulls of a
telephone mterlerence survey and con-
cluded that since some telephones are
“bullet proof™, all of them could be.

Thirty five FCC field officers each se-
lected three random cases of lelephone
mierference on record and then wvisited
the scenes. The transmitting stalions in-
cluded 47 cifizen band. 27 amatenr, 23
AM broadeast. 10 FM broadeast, and one
international broadceast band.

The FCC Field Operations Bureau per-
sonnel first lesied the lelephones on sile,
then tesicd thew own "bullel prool™ cle-
phones as well as several commercially
available fillers. Allogether, 241 differ-
cul telephones were lested,

The FCC concluded that the manuiactor-
ers can design telephones {o be mlerfer-
ence free. The Commission said, "Citing,
its bulletprool telephones, which were
immune from mferfercoce virtually all of
the time.

The FCC hopes that the survey will en-
conrage affected parties to address and
resolve this problem,

The FCC sand this survey 1s nol lo con-
sirned ag FCC endorsement or criticism

of any pariicular mannfacturer's product. ©

ARRL Volonieers help head off MY plate
lees

Mew York state amatewrs will soon be
able (o obiain distimciive call sign plates,
according o ARRL Public Information
Coordinator,  Siephan  Anderman,
WASREB. The original bill in the New
York State Assembly was flawed, i thal
it wonld have included a $15.00 annual
surcharge. When ARRI. Governmend
Liaison Phil Bradway, KB2HQ, learned
of the problem with the bill he contacted
the Trvon Amateur Radio Club, of
Gloverville, which had been behind the
design of the plates,

The New York Department of Motor Ve-
hicles was alerted to the problem and the
bill was withdrawn, removing the threal
of increased cost lo amateurs.

The new plates will carry the same $5.00
annnal surcharge as the old; an mnitial fee
ol 5 18.00 will pay for the plates.

Inclined to Disagree

The mstructor concluded: "So  even
though the sun 15 about 93 million miles
away, its light reaches ns i a hittle over
cight minntes. Iso't that amazing ™

"Mol really.” one student shmgged, "It's
down hill all the way.”

Examples of Ineffective Wriiing

The lollowing are actual quotes [rom ac-
cident reporis submitied Lo varions msnr-
ance  companies by hapless  policy
holders.

|, Commg home, | drove o the wrong
house and collided with a tree 1 don'i
have.

2. The other car collided with mine with-
oul giving warning or ils intentions.




3. The guy was all over the road; T had o
swerve a number of times before 1 hit
him.

4. 1 pulled away from the side of the road,
glanced al my mother-in-law, and
headed over the embankment.

3. To avord hitting the bumper of the car
i front, [ struck the pedestrian,

6. An invisible car came oul of nowhere,
struck my vehicle, and vanished.

7. I was sure the old fellow wounld never

make it to the other side of the road when
I struck him.

8. The pedestrian had no idea which di-
recltion to run, so | ran over him.

9. I'was unable to stop in time and my car
crashed into the other wehicle. The
driver and passengers lefi immediately
for vacation with injuries,

Celebrity Amateur Radio Operator

Melvin E. Miller, KSKX1., of Shawnee
'OK had questions about how a handi-
capped person could become a licensed
ham. After inquiring through ARRL and
getting no answers, he was lead to the
Courage Center Handi Ham program in
Minncapolhis Minnesota.

Mel, as all his friends call him, is guite
handicapped himself and knows what it
means to be confined. He was invited 1o
be a volunteer at the Handi Hams radio
camp that is held annually at Lake
George MN. It is one of Handi Hams'
large rehabilitation camps.

Mel said, "The first year was a great cx-
perience, seeing people of all ages come
in; some blind, deaf, of speechless.”
There were many other kinds of handi-
caps. Some came on gurneys, olthers with
their sceing eye dogs. That summer his
heart was very saddened and heavy
laden. As the camp came to close for the
summer, there were many smiles on
faces, a sign of the amazing progress that
had been made. Melvin loves the people
and he loves going back every year to

work as an mstructor. He has been gomg
back at his own expense -- there is no pay.

The Courage Center Hospital is a non
profit organization for the handicapped.

With the modern technology of this age
they were able to work with these persons
and get them on the air is some manner,
Some by voice, others by CW, Packet,
RTTY, or talking computers. They have
totype in what they wish to say.

Miss Sherry Kelly, KBSYLM, living in
Del City, 15 totally disabled. She has to
use a typing wand attached to her head
but she can type about 25 words per
minule on CW. She is known in many
stales on packel radio. If some of you op-
erate CW or packet, contact her and have
a QSO with her. 1 am sure you both will

enjoy it.

In Shawnee, Tecumseh, and Seminole,
there are nine more handicapped persons
with whom Mcl has worked and now
they are licensed and on the awrr. One
young man weat to the Courage Center
training camp with Mel where he carned
his no-code Technician license.

Mel communicates with approximately
38 handicapped folks throughout the
USA and assists them at the training
camps, and by mail were practical. He
keeps in contact with his students over
the International Handicap Net and the
International Conneil for the Blind MNet.

Mel docsn't hardly go to Ham Holiday i
Oklahoma City. It is so hard for him to
walk, has the crippling arthritis and must
use a cane, He does enjoy going to Ham-
com in Arlington TX. He and his friend
W3GYX attended, along with their
wives. The ladies like to go on the bus
tours. The men stay in their motel room
rooms a lot, relaxing and taking it casy.

I have a copy of the article written last
ham session ai Courage Center, Lake
George MN. The large picture of the
group showed such smiles on their faces!
There were 32 students, plus counselors,
teachers, and instructors. It looked like

about 50% of them were i wheel chairs,

If you know of any handicapped person
wishing to earn a license see that they get
in contact with,

Melvin E. Miller, K3KXL

11 Seneca Drive

Shawnee OK 74801
or call him.

When I learned just a bit of Mel working
with handicapped, 1 had to contact hum
for more information. | admire him for
this fine work. When we were sindying,
we learned that in amateur radio we were
to help others without pay. Mel is cer-
tainly doing just that. There is a handi-
cap net daily on 20 Meters. For those
whao are retired, or have the lime, contact
Mel for the exact frequency. You will
thrill any of them that you work with your
(Q5l.card,

I admire Mel very much for what he is
doing for the handicapped persons. May
God bless him and everyone he reaches
ot fo.

Ralph, WASPFK

Humor — Snipped From a Bulletin

Do you understand our economic sys-
tem? Ponder This:

A community built a new satellite receiv-
ing station. Afler much vandalism, resi-
dents said, "Since we have this problem,
we'd better have a watchman to keep an
eye on things." Then someone said a
walchman needed a salary, so they hired
an accountant. He in turn pointed out the
need for a treasurer. With a watchman,
accountant and treasurcr, they had to
have an administrator to direct them.
Maturally one was appoinied.

After a cut in funding, personnel had to
be cut back. So they fired the watchman.

Working late at the repeater site one
night, I thought I was alone in the build-
ing and so was surprised when the in-
teroffice landline rang. 1 picked it up, but
before I could speak, the cleaning wom-
an's volce came through loud and clear:
"Dusting...dusting...”
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Minutes of April Meeting

Since President J, KBOQJ, was unable o
attend the mecting, [ called it to order at
11:55 a.m. with 14 members and guests
present. Minutes of the previous mecling
were approved as published in the C&E,
but Charlie, WASJGLU and Fred, W3NL.,
wanted them read. I told them that their
desires would be reflected in the minutes,
50 here they are! ‘Treasurer Ellard,
WSKE, gave his report which was ac-
cepted by formal motion,

Charlie, WASJIGU, assisted by Bob,

WSHXL, gave the CORA report. At

11:59 am. meeling was adjourned so

Fred, W5NL, could tell the group about

histrip aboard the freighter, Sea Breeze.
Joe, K518, Sec'y

BBS Packet Racket

Only have one significant thing to report.
Ken, NSBEW. 1n Norman, has been kind
enough to leave his very substantial sta-
tion on the air on .05 to act as a digipeater
to help those south of Oklahoma City
reach the K2GKK BBS. For the present
anyway, you can use NSBEW-5 as a digi-
peater toreach K2GKK-4. | certainly ap-

preciate  Ken's willmgness to  do
something to help out

Joe, K5I8
Oklahoma Repeater Society Meeting

ORSI 1% going to have a meeting at the
Green Country Hamfest, Saturday May
21, 1994, at the Tulsa Convention Cen-
ter, 7th and Houston.

The ORSI has two "regular” meetings
per year, one in the winter al various
places, and on¢ in the summer at Ham
Holiday. This meeting is "special”,
meaning only that it is held to make
ORSI more accessible to interested ama-
teurs, Talk in Irequency 1s 146,88, and
thereis a free autopatch on 145.27,
Joe, K5JIB

Information Superhighway

By now yon surely have heard of Algor's
"Information Superhighway”. This lerm
15 commonly associated with the Inter-
net, a world wide linking of computers
mostly i nniversities and defense related
organizations. There 15 nol snfficient
room here (and probably not sufficient
gencral interest) (o go inlo more detail
about what the Infternet 15 and what 1
provides, but m a nutshell it provides
¢lectronic mail and computer lile storage
and transfer capability. The Internet
(note capilalization) 15 intended for edu-
cational and research wmformation ex-
change and not for commercial uses.
{Some details that 1 edited from this arti-
cle will be posted on my Unix computer
for those who may be interested. Call me
for details on how to download 1t.)

l.ast month I discovered that there was a
full-service Internet provider here i Ok-
lahoma City.

In the March 24 1993 Daily Oklahoman
Business Section there was an article
about an Oklahoma City company, Ques-
tar Network Services, which started pro-
viding local Internet access last
December. This article piqued my cu-
riosity because | have been shopping for a
more permanent Infernet "home" ever
since I retired a year and a halfago.

[ am a prelly low lime user of Internet,
racking up maybe an hour a month, ex-
cepl when doing extensive file replace-
ment of the Unix TCP/AP suile (the
original KAYQ "NET" that I maintain).
Most of my time on the Internet is used
sending and receving electronic mail 1o
other amateur radio operators, some who
are running NET, and have questions
about it. Since my monthly use time is so
low, the comparative costs between In-
ternet providers that I have used are
preity much the same. Many Internet
users spend several hours per month con-
necled so the rates have to be examined
carciully to determine what 15 the besi
deal for the mtended amount of use. |
won't go beyond generalities here so if
you are inferested in picking an Internet

provider you should make your own con-
tacts, calonlations, and decisions,

The three commercial accounts I have
experienced are Delphi, Holonet, and
Questar. The difference between these
services is not somuch the cost -- depend-
ing on how they are used, their costs are
similar. The more significant difference
15 the amount of expertise required to use
them. Iwill try and describe my inpres-
sions of them to perhaps help you decide
which one might most closely it your ex-
pertise and needs.

Delphi, has done a lot to make the luter-
nel easier to undersiand and search. It 1s
perhaps the fifth or sixth largest of the
national on-hne services and since
adding the [uternet connection has been
increasing in popularity. Most of the
mail that I get from amateur radio opera-
tors who are usmg commercial Internet
providers comes from Delphi. Delphi is
very easy to use. Holonet, on the other
end of the spectrum 15 not 50 easy to use.
It wses Unix type commands, and the
standard Unix Internet utilities, so those
who have been using TCP/IP on amateur
radio would have no problem with it. It
nses a very cheap telephone network for
general access at keyboard speed, but
when you are ready to download a binary
file 1t 1s best to connect with one of the
more expensive circuits for more cost ef-
fective performance. Delphi has excel-
lent help facilities and gobs of help files
while Holonet has almost none. If you
know the right questions to ask you can
call up a "talk" session with a local opera-
tor and get excellent help. Thad to do tha
when [ first subscribed because | was
having some communications difliculty
with their Oklahoma City terminal
server.  Most people might not have
known the questions to ask to solve this
kind of problem, but the operator at
Holonet certamly pave me the right an-
swers, With these two services available,
you wonldn't think I would be interested
in another provider would you?

What attracted me to Questar was that it
was a local company that provided sev-
eral oplional levels of Internet access,




and with 14.4 kbps local dialnp lines.
When I phoned to enquire about it, I was
greeted very pleasantly by the owner,
Wali Conner, one of the guys pictured in
the newspaper article. He was very pa-
tient with me, answering all kinds of
questions. Some of my questions were
strange becavse [ wanled to take advan-
tage of a peculiar domain name mapping
that is popular with amatewr radio opera-
tors who wse packet radio. Wali wasvery
accomodating, and with help from his
Gee Whiz Assistand, Queniin Conner,
we sel up the addressing that 1 wanted.
What it boils down o is this. People can
mail messages on the Internel fo
k5bi@k5jb.ampr.org (easily confused
with a packet radio host name) and it wall
automagically appear al my COuestar
(k3jbi@qus.com) mail bin,

I suppose I could have set up the same
kind of thing at Holonet, bui it would
have been much more difficuli becanse of
the long distance involved. Also, ]
sensed that Walt was trying hard to
please me as a new customer. He quite
candidly told me that Questar must sign
up enough subscribers to make the Inter-
net project a paying proposition. He was
willing to do about anything that 1|
wanted to do to make his company serve
my needs.

Questar's stated purpose (from (he news-
paper ariicle) 1s lo provide and "on ramp"
to the "mformation superhighway"”. This
15 no small iask becavse of the wide range
of experiise that customers might have.
Cuestar has several optional plans for In-
lernel access. The first two levels provide
this "on ramp" capability, being menn
driven, and provide the nser with con-
giant reminder of the commands needed
to use ihe underlving Internet teols.
There 1s a file reader (pager) thai 15 vsed
to display some ngeful Interet informa-
tion liles, bui a knowledgable user can go
direcily to the library of files and dowau-
load them directly. Thus both mexperi-
enced and moderately experienced nsers

can nse the system in the way that ismosi
comfortable to them. 1 kind of skipped
over the tntorial part because [ was anx-
1ous (o test functionality, The part [ saw

in passing thongh looked adequaie to gei
a new nser staried.

The higher levels available from CQuesiar
provide conneclivity between the cus-
tomer's home compuler, runnimng ihe
TCPAP software smile (FTP, Telnet,
SMTP, etc), connecling his compuler di-
recily fo the Infernet and the ofher hosis.
1 enrrently have no ueed for these levels,
but it is nice io have them available in
case [ wani touse them laler.

I hope Questar peis suilicieni business lo
become successfnl becawse Oklahoma
Cily could nse a fwst class Internel
provider. If you are interested in check-
g it out, try the guest login by dialing
843-9395 with youwr modem, any speed
upto 14.4 kbps, Youwill get instructions
shorily after you connect,

If yon get an account there, send me a
message by addressing it to k5jb. Send
me mail from any olher Internet site by
addressing it to either k3jhi@iqus.com, or
tok5jbi@k5ib.ampr.org.

Joc, K5JB

NTS Trailic by Packei Radio

I was asked by a couple of folks to ronnd
up some mstructions on how to handle
Mational Traffic System (NTS) trafiic
correctly on packet radio, and when [ ran
mto the following I thought it would il
the bill nicely. It was writlen by a fellow
a lot of yon know well, Steve Woll,
MOEM, who used to live in Morman, THe
wrole the nser mannal for the MSYS bnl-
letin board program, and mcloded an ex-
plimation  of how fo sead NTS
radioprams over packet radio. 1 ex-
iracted pail of Steve's arlicle and will fol-
low 1t wiih some suggesions on how o
reirieve NTS messages oil of your BBS
and properly deliver and dispose of then.
First, here is how to post NTS traffic:

Posting M15 Teailic
By Steve Woll, MOBM
Wi the goofy Jormat?

Your message may nol stay on the packet
network, It may be forwarded by neis

nsing RTTY, CW, phone or whatever.
These other modes are NOT error free.
The preamble and formai of your mes-
gage will help standardize and check
your message for betier handling.

NTS standards ave Pieky!

Danged night, they are! NTS operators
wani io msure fhat the system works
uwow, hefore the disasier. If they can gel
you nging the standacd now, yon will not
e a problem later,

Righi now you are handling messages
thal pught noi mean much il they don't
gel o their destination. Afier a disasier,
your message content may have much
more meauing. You may be transferring
messages aboul critical supply needs,
aboni medical sopplies that will save
someone'’s life. Information to a family
who'srelatives assume they are dead.

If yon do something wrong while han-
dling NTS traffic, expect to get corrected.
You will be one heck of an asset in a dis-
aster if you know what you are doing, but
you'll be one heck of a hability if you
don't.

A Typical Message

Here 15 a typical message vou might posi
on a packet bulletin board. First as a
complele message, then w parts with ex-
planations:

(Some of the lines were broken fo fit these
C&E colnmns.)

| ST 44070 (@ NTSOH

| TITLE: Moirth Olmsied, OH (216)777-

1’771

| Enier messape--End with /EX or Cirl-2Z.

| MR 15 REEXG M8G5 Seattle WA
00457 9-18-89

| To: Sieve Waolf

| Morih Olmsied, OH

| 216-T71-1177

|-BT-

| Request home PBBS call X

|-BT-

| Steve MBGMI, Seattle, WA

| Operator's note: Reply to NBGMI ()



NEGMNI. WA .USA Seattle, WA
Let's examine thismessage line by line:
| ST 44070 (@ NTSOH

When you send a piece of NTS iraffic, it
has a special send command. The iraffic
indicator will help it on its way. It will
also sometimes cause the PBBS from
which the message was refrieved o gen-
erate a message back to you felling you
who took it off the packet system. AL-
WAYS use a 8T zip @NTSxx command
as all the forwarding PBBSs will recog-
nize that without interpretation.

| Morth Olmsted OH(216) 777-1177

This title line tells that there is one mes-
sage in the packet message and that it is
destined for Ohio. If NOT disaster re-
lated, there may be many messages in the
packet message, as long as they are des-
tined for the same location. The inclu-
sion of an area code (216) i1s sometimes
nsed but does not mean diddley in many
arecas. If the precedence (explained
below) is EMERGENCY or P, then that
could be added to the title line. Limit the
title to 37 characters!

'|NR 15R HXGN8GNJ 5 Seattle, WA
00457 9/18/89

This is the preamble. NR 15 1s the num-
ber of the message at the sender's station.
On January 1, you start with message
one. You assign each message going oud
of your station a number, "R" 15 ROU-
TINE. Other precedents are "W'"elfare,
"P'riority and  "EMERGENCY".
EMERGENCY i1s always spelled ont!
Any precedents other than routine should
appear in the title line. "EMERGENCY"
deals with information related to the
safety of life and property. "Priority” is
everything that is almost an emergency.
It includes messages having a tume limat,
notices of death and injury in a disaster
area and press dispatches. "Welfare" is
for health and welfare inquiries and re-
sponses that indicate all is well. Ifall is
not well, the message should be sent as
Priority. "Routine” is everything else.

The HX- is the handling instroction (if
any). Handling instructions are rarely
used.

HXA# -- Collect call within # miles (or
nnlimited if no #).

HXB# -- Cancel in # hours/notify origi-
nator.

HXC -- Report time and date of delivery,
HXID -- Report time, date, method and
call delivering.

HXE == Obtain and send reply.

HXF# == Hold message until # (date).
HXG - Mail or toll call delivery not re-
quired.

The number five is the check of the mes-
sage. It is how many words you are send-
ing. The stop character, the "x", is
counted. The rest of the line is self-ex-
planatory. For gosh sakes, use UTC!
There are other people in the world and
they don't all use EDT! (Ed: Messages
often don't have the time, but they nor-
mally havethe date in this last field.)

| To: Steve Woll
| Morth Olmsted, OH
1216-7T77-1177

This is the message's address. The phone
number is almost always mandatory, It
will probably not be delivered without it.

|-BT-
| Request home PBBS call X
|-BT-

The body of the message, preceded and
followed by a -BT- 1o set it off, the mes-
sage should be no longer than 19 words.
Rambling messages do not make it! (Ed:
"BT", meaning, "break in text” 1s op-
tional. There 15 more on this i the
ARRL Bulletin that follows this article.)

| Steve NBGNI, Seattle, WA

| Operator'snote: Reply to

| NBGMNIENEGNLWA.USANA Seat-
tle, WA

This is the signature, to whom a response
15 to be forwarded. It is a real good idea to
add your packet addressto the end.

Checls — Counting the Words

[fyou are going to run into trouble, this is
where it will be. Probably the best avail-
able advice is to not banter on the air
abont disagreements over the check. If
they know more than you, they are right.
If they know less, they are wrong,.

Here is a quick list of some sticky check
situations:

Alfred E. Nenmann 3 words
Grand Cayman 2 words

NY 1 word

Mew York City 3 words

ARL SIXTY THREE 3 words
Fifty Six 2 words

61468 1 word

You can change an improper check.
Don't change the wording!

If you dochange the check, use a slant bar
between the old and new values. For ex-
ample, if you received a check of five and
the check should be seven, note it 5/7.

ARRL Numbered Radiograms

These are "standard" messages. The text
of the message 15 simply ARL followed
by the number spelled out: ARL SIXTY
EIGHT. It allows the operator to quickly
make up standard "are you OK" and the
like type messages. There should be a file
on your local packet BBS describing all
the different ARL numbers.

One often secn in a disaster situation is
ARL NINETEEN. Here is an example:

| NR 132 W NOSM ARL 2 N. OLM-
STED, OHAUG 5

| JANE DOE

11234 WEST STH

| GARY, IN

|PHONE 123-456-7890

| ARL NINETEEN

| JOHN SMITH 987-654-3210
|ORREPLY NOSM@NOSM OH.USA

(Note that this message could be sent ei-
ther to Jane Doe, a person in the disaster
area, or to an agency who could follow it




up. For example, it conld be addressed (o
the American Red Cross agency in ihe
area with the text requesting a check on
the person.)

Do not Book Disaster Traffic!

Booking traflic is sending a number of
messages with the same mformation in
one message. The stations in a disaster
arca do not have the time to separate
them,

Steve Woll, NOSM

27132 Butternul Ridge Road

MNorth OLMSTED, OH 44070-44 17
NOSM (@ NOSM #NEOHLOH.USA . NA

Delivering NTS Traffic

There are a couple of things you musi
know to eficctively deliver Mational
Traffic System (NTS) traflic that comes
inio your area over the packet radio BBS
network,

Most packet radio bulletin board pro-
grams make special provisions for han-
dling N'TS messages. The command, LT
(List traffic) hists those messages that arc
in the NTS format. When you find a mes-
sage 15 of the type "T", for "traffic” you
can read it no matter how it 1s addressed.
Adter you read it, if you infend to deliver
it, you should kill ot with the KT (mes-
sage number) command. If you don't kill
it, somebody ¢lse can come along, read it,
and try and deliver it too. The recipicnt
probably won't appreciate the second and
third phone call as much as the first,
right?

The sccond thing you must know 15 how
to interpret the message contents, Noth-
img would be more meaningless than to
call someone on the phone, introduce
yourself as an amateur radio operator,
and then read ofl a message such as,
"Your Aunt Hilda sent this message. It
says ARL Fifty Seven." Wonderful, ¢h?

It 15 important (o get some exposure on
one of the trallic nets belore trying to
send or receive NTS traffic over packet
radio. [ suppose you could do with the n-
formation contained here, but it would be

much betier if you received some experi-
ence, or al lepst exposore, by participat-
ing in one of the neis. Even if yon are not
licensed io operaie on HE you can tone io
a nel such agthe Oklahoma Phone Emer-
pency MNet oo Sunday morning, 3900
kHz, 8:00 am. and listen io some of the
traffic being haudled.

I usnally have to take the NTS traffic
from my BBS and deliver it mysell be-
caunse il sits there for days ignored by BBS
wsers. I you notice an N'TS traffic mes-
gape sitting on one of the BBSs and
would like the pleasure of delivering it
bl are unsore of yonrsell, call me on the
phone and I will coach you if there 15 any-
thing vuwsual abount the message.

I would certainly like to see more packet
operators deliver these "dead ended”
MGE5a EEs, Joe, K5IB

ARRBRL Numbered Radiograms

This 15 a bulletin that was distributed via
packet BBS recently, and will be kept for
reference on the local BBSs, At the risk
of wildly overrunning my C&E allot-
ment this month [ will inclode it. MNote
that in the example "=" 15 used wstead of
"BT" to offset the text. This 15 a telegra-
pher's shorthand and is a suitable substi-
tute. Actually, in a packel message, a
blank line is a suitable substitute for BT,
(When handled by telegraphy, this BT
sounds like DA DI DI DI DA, When
handled by phone, the operator says what
sounds like "Break and the text” for the
first BT, and "Break and the signature”,
for the second BT.) Alsonotethe"AR" at
the end of the example message. On
telegraphy this sounds like DI DA DI DA
IDIT, and on phone it is sounds something
like, "End of message”,

Follows the text of the bulletin:

These are the abbreviations used within
NTS. If sending messages overseas, or
into the MARS system, please nse plain
cnglish, unabbreviated. If using packet,
SPELL the numbers ont. <Ex: ARL
Sixty One vice ARL 61> The letters
ARL are imserted in the check and in the
text before the spelled-out numbers.

<HExample=

Mr 1 R WIAW ARIL 8 Newingion CT
DEC 1
ToDonald R Smiih

164 East Sixth Ave

Bangor ME 0460/

(207Y733-3968

ARL Fifty One Hartford fair
ARL Sixty One

am

[Diana
AR

Group One - For Possible "Relief
Emergency” Use

ONE -- Everyone safe here. Please don't
WOITY.

TWO -- Coming home as soon as possi-
ble.

THREE -- Am in ----- Hospital. Receiv-
ing excellent care and recovermg fine.

FOUR -- Only slight property damage
here. Do not be concerned about disaster
reporis.

FIVE -- Am moving to new location.
Send no further mail or communication,
Will inform you of new address when re-
located.

SIX -- Will contact you as soon as possi-
ble.

SEVEN -- Please reply by Amateur
Radio through the amateur delivering
this message. This is a free public ser-
vice.

EIGHT -- Need additional ----- mobile or
portable equipment for immediate emer-
ECNCY USE.

NINE -- Additional ----- radio operators
pecded to assist with emergency at this
location.

TEHN -- Please contact ==--- . Advise to

standby and provide further emergency
information, msiruclions or assislance.



ELEVEN -- Establish Amateur Radio
emergency communications with ----- on
-==n= MHzZ,

TWELVE -~ Anxious to hear from you,
Mo word in some time. Please contact me
as so0n as possible.

THIRTEEN -- Medical emergency situa-
tion exisis here.

FOURTEEMN -- Situation here becoming
critical. Losses and damage from -----
increasing.

FIFTEEN -- Please advise your condition
and what help is needed.

SIXTEEN -- Property damage very se-

vercin this area,

SEVENTEEN -- REACT communica-
tions services also available, Establish
REACT communications with ----- on

EIGHTEEN -- Pleasc contact me as soon
as possible at =----,

NINETEEN -- Request health and wel-
fare report on -=--- . (State name, address
and telephone number.)

TWENTY -- Temporarily stranded.
Will need some assistance. Please con-
tact me at -==-- :

TWENTY ONE -- Search and Rescue as-
sistance is needed by local authoritics
here. Advise availability.

TWENTY TWO -- Need accurate infor-
mation on the extent and type of condi-
fions now existing at your location.
Please furnish this information and reply
without delay.

TWENTY THREE -- Report al once the
accessibility and best way to reach your
location.

TWENTY FOUR -- Evacuation of resi-
dents from this arca urgently needed. Ad-
vise plans for help.

TWENTY FIVE -- Furnish as soon as
possible the weather condifions al your
location.

TWENTY SIX -- Help and care for evac-
uation of sick and injured from this loca-
1o needed at once.

Emergency/Priorily messages originat-
ing from official sonrces must carry the
signature of the originating official.

Crronp F'wo -- Rouline Messages

FORTY SIX -- Greetings on your birth-
day and best wishes for many more to
COme,

FIFTY -- Greetings by Amateur Radio.

FIFTY ONE -- Greetings by Amateur
Radio. This message is sent as a free pub-
lic service by ham radio operators here at
-=-=-, Am having a wonderful lime.

FIFTY TWQ -- Really enjoyed being
with you. Looking forward to getting to-
gether again.,

FIFTY THREE -- Received your -----,
It's appreciated; many thanks.

FIFTY FOUR -- Many thanks for your
good wishes,

FIFTY FIVE -- Good news is always wel-
come. Very delighted to hear about

YOUTS.

FIFTY S1X -- Congratulalions on your --
-==. & mosi worthy and deserved achieve-
ment.

FIFTY SEVEN -- Wish we could be to-
gether,

FIFTY EIGHT -- Have a wonderful time.
Let us know when you return.

FIFTY NINE -- Congratulations on the
new arrival. Hope mother and child are
well.

SIXTY -- Wishing you the best of every-
thing on ===--, :

SIXTY ONE -- Wishing you a very
merry Christmas and a happy New Year,

SIXTY TWO - Greetings and besi
wishes (o you for a pleasant ----- holiday
SCAS0N.

SIXTY THREE -- Victory or defeat, our
best wishes are with you. Hope you win.

SIXTY FOUR -- Arnived safely al —----.

SIXTY FIVE -- Arriving ----- on ====-,
Please arrange to meet me there.

SIXTY SIX -- DX QS81.'s arc on hand for
you at the =---- Q51 Burean. Send ---- self
addressed envelopes.

SIXTY SEVEN -- Your message number
————— undeliverable because of -----,
Please advise.

SIXTY EIGHT -- Sorry to hear you are
ill. Best wishes for a speedy recovery,

SIXTY NINE -- Welcome to the ----- .
We are glad to have you with us and hope

you will enjoy the fun and fellowship of

the organization.

That 15 sure to be more than you wanted
to know about NTS traffic handling over
packet radio BBS networks, but it needed
tobe published. Aslfind time, I will con-
dense this information further and make
il available as a set of downloadable files
that the unfortunate C&E nonsubscribers
can have.

I apologize for making this month's sub-

mission so long, but [ lack the time and
ambition to make it shorter. You see, |
am coming down with an anpnual afflic-
tlion that 15 associated with the Dayion
Hamvention at the end of April. 1think i
15 called Hamvention fever. | have actu-
ally cut almost two pages out of my origi-
nal draft so far, and will have to make it
available by some other medinm.

While closing, I must report that there
are fwo bird nests in my yard this spring,
one robin, and one cardinal. I have to
keepeyeson both of'em.  Joe, K5JB
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National Weather Service

Service Severe Weather

Mational Weather

Metwork

A new group has formed to assist the National
Weather Service in the collection and
distribution of sever weather information. The
group, to be called the Skywarn Amateur Radio
Association, (SARA), i1s made up mostly of
employees of the various agencies aggiliated
with weather forecasting, research, education
and support of these functions, in the Norman
area and other interested individuals.  These
agencies, commonly called the Norman Weather
center, consist of the Mational Sever Storms
Laboratory, National Weather Service Forecast
Office, Nexrad Operational Support Facility and
the University fo Oklahoma School of
Meteorology.

With the ongoing move toward modernization of
the National Weather Service, responsibility for
issuing severe weather warnings for various
arcas of Oklahoma and north Texas have been
realigned. This has lead to the need for improved
communication with emergency managers and
storm spotters in the western two thirds of
Oklahoma and the eight counties in north Texas
around Wichita Falls.

Many localities in this warning area gave their
own storm spotting networks and interface with
their own local emergency management
officials. Some groups are highly organized and
others are more casual. The purpose of SARA 15
to help coordinate the flow of important wather
information between these local groups and the
NWS office in Norman. SARA will also assist in
manning the net control station at the NWS. A
number of the meteorologists in the Norman

SARA

office now have their amateur license and they
will be heard from time to time on the NWS

| station.

Several groups have made repeaters available to
SARA  through the NWS to assist n
communications in their areas. These repeaters
will be used to meve urgent storm information
from liason operators in local spotter groups and
to relay warnings issued by the NWS office to the
affected areas. Also, the daily Thunderstorm
Outlook will be read on these repeaters to assist

| local spotter groups in making their plans.

Currently plans call for the 147.045 repeater in
Cyril and the 145.21 repeater in Oklahoma City
to be used. Other repeaters may ne used if
offered and equipment becomes available at the
NWS ottice.

In past years a packet radio system was in use
making weather watches, warnings and radar
maps from the NWS office available. Recently,
the computer running this system failled. A
replacement is planned and being configured but
may not be ready for use for a month or two.
Future plans for packet include a more direct
interface to the NWS computer system which
will allow greater flexability in sending and
recerving emergency information.

No one can predict how acitve the weather will
be this spring but interest in working with the
amateur community 1s high among the members
of SARA and the personnel of the National

| Weather Service office.

de Ken, NSKUK




Aervonantical Center ARC

. Alins Associaiion

4. Oklahoma City Aulopatch Assn,
Mueets:  T:30 P.M. Third Tuesday, Salvation
Army Bldg, N.W. 50 & Penn.

Pres: Brad Nelson, KJOW 919470
VI Tom Webb, WASAFM 1316716
Hee: lohn Brasshield, N35AM OR5-BOT
Treas:  Mike Begley, MSVIT T12-2827
Editor:  Tom Webb, WASAFM 1376716

l.
Meets:  First Thursday, Flight Standards Mieets: 730 P.M. Second Thursday, Marth
Binlding FAA, 5. MacArthur, 7-00PM Maim Fire
Pres: Dick Russell, KE4ADCL Station (C0N), Altus
SecTR:  Brad Melson, KJOW 7939470 Pres: Jimy Romines, EI5YY
VP Harold Todd, WASIGU 943-5631 VP MNONE
! AsUVE Charlie Green, WASYVAQ SeefTr: Bob 1eron, EEABM
| Editesr: Eaditoe:  Jim Rommanes, KISY'Y
2. Oklahoma Central VHF ARC 9, Wheatstraw Amateur Radio
| Meets: 11:00 A M. 3rd Sat., Gobden Skille Club
I UL M. Classen Blvd, ORC Muects:  2:30 .M, 2nd Sunday
|Pres: 1 Frank Feilds, KBOQJ TRY-RA69 Locslion Varics
[V Ball Malwnd, WASFWD 355008 pres Jows Hyatn, WASCHE TT5-1TRI
| See, Joe Buswell, K5113 TI06T0 yp Leo Peil. W7511 RRG-2008
(Treas:  Lllord Foster, WSKE TRGTOY Mo T Moe Giardand, WASFLT RO 2660
Editor: Joe Buswell, K3J8 TR20676 ¥ Edior Ralph Wilder, WASPFE (23-542
|
3. Mid-Oklahoma Repeator, Inc. |11, Edmond Amatenr Radio Society
Mets:  Dat Tuesday, 7:00P M., Favorite’s Cale, [Meets:  Odd months, 3nd Sun, 2pm Edmend BEOC,
Aoth and 5, Western, OK.C i Dinner Even Months, 3rd I'n.
Pres: seoll Walsh, NSNY S Tal-380d  § Pres: Lee Vaughn, KASWIS R 206
Vi Lamy Benediel, MAVYC T2R-TR24 VP John Thomason, WIRSSY'T 340-1798
Hew! Earl Dirnper, KJ5HN TRT-1207 | Sec: Kay Sage, KB5LIO T4 1-HOTH
Treas:  Foberl Moose, N3OKI 200073 JTreas:  Sue Snyder, N3VW] 14 1-K753
LEditer:  Dean Ward, NOPAL GR1-AG0G  fEditor:  John Themosson, WBSSYT 3401789

Central €dahonn Radio Amatetirs

Meets:  To30 pom. Jth Tuesday, Salvation Army
Bhdg S0th & Penn, OKC (hack door)

Pres:  Rick Masters, NSWNR

VI Kathy DeGraffenreid, AASHL

Sec: Jim Buswell, NSBEQ)

Treas:  Tom Mangham, K5LDI 677-5201

Editor: Scott Walsh, NSNYS whk, TH7-3555

Cimmaron Amatenr Radio

i4.
Sociciy
bects: 730 P.M. second Thurs, WX5Y Playhouse
827 8. 13, Fairview
Pres: Termy McCaoll, MSMLT 2237-36,
V. John Medley, MWL 227-1334
1= b Dennis Poindon, WESY T64-1599
Treas:  MNadine Painton, NSFMH T64-3599
15, South Canadian ARS
Meeis: 930 A M. Second Spturday, Red Cross
[#edp. Morth OU Campus, Nomman
Pres: Den, KISKRB
VP hike Winkel, N3S0F 3IG6-8639
Treas:  Rill, NSUMH
HEG; Eceith, KH3FC
Fohitesr:
16. Edmond AR Club
Meets: 00 P.M. Secomd Monday
WVarous Localions
FPres: Pdark Bopheott, WESIDY] 7155-46:72
VP Wendell Cochran, WR3150 S41-4308
Seef e Kay Mortheutl, WISDY ) 1554672
Trustee:  Denms Oreutn, WHS15SN 340-0034
18. Great Plains ARC
Meets:  2:15P.M. First Sunday, Home of NSLRR %
2914 Osage Dr, Woodward 2
Pres: Hob Bavles, WHOGAX 2543561 |
VP Andy Tavler, NSLRR 256-4017 j
Sec/lr: Kod Ford, WRMOVT 023-7643 b
TR: Frejda Pattersoan, MR 256-2111
Fditor:  Phillip Pesry, NSQUN O3R-2453

"'.-._ = . Lt o
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