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The Great Plains Amateur Radio Clubs
May meeting was held at Fort Supply Lake,
where we had a picnic. Those in atlendance
were: Willis NS00, Lorenc NSLEP, Rod
WBSOVT, Lois N3JGO, Lewis W3KFK,
Freida NSEOX, Andesel WODOZ, Wendel
WASPLW, Ken NSHID, Phillip NSQCN, Bob
WEBOMGAX and wife, Lee WSHGH and wile,
Wes MNS5SSBL and family and there was a
newcomer too, Keith NSTXE and his family.
Thanks for coming and we hope to see you
again $00M.

We lalked about the last Ham Fest and all
of the activities that went along with. it. Since
Tudy Perry did a super job at being in charge
of the ladies activities last year, guess who is
in charge next year. That's right. Hi Hi

The GPARC is also donating $100 to the
Mooreland school system for the use of their
buildings in the past few years.

The main topic of discussion was the GPA-
RC communications trailer. It needs some
work done on it, but the question was, "would
it cost more to fix it up, than it is worth?”
We decided to keep the trailer and go ahead
with the repairs for it. It is used for Field

Day and other communications such as Ith:
Gage Marathon and emergency communica-
Llions.

The GPARC has two ncw members, Keith
MSTXB and Wes N3SBL. The club would
like to thank both of you for your supporl
and interest in the club, We are happy to
have you in. o

Repeater activity has been on the rise in
this area. Sonny NSAKN put a 1473959
machine wp at Forgan. This repeater had
excellent coverage. T was setting in my drive
way, approximately 70 miles away from the
repeater, and talked 1o Jim KASAAE. That's
not oo bad for forty watts and quarter wave
magnetic mount antenna. This repeater has
an excellent sight, and everyone in the arca
has been amazed at the coverage that it has
o offer.

The Fairview machine 1454585 and the
Perryton machine 146.82/22 both have both
had some work done on them, and seem 10
be working better than before. The Fairview
repeater has also been moved lo a  new
location. I heat that the move has helped the
repeaters coverage considerably. There is a
net held on the Fairview machine every
Thursday night at 9:00 pm.

The Elk City Repeater is still up and
running. It is on 146.13/73 and is a good
repeater 1o use in Western Oklahoma. T have
talked on this machine as far south as the

Wichita Mountains, and as far north as Am-
elt with 25 watls. As far as | can tell, This
repeater works a little bit better in southerly
directions.

The Woodward repeater 146.13/73, is still
off the air. So il you are ever in this area,
and are not able to bring up this machine it
is probable that it is still broken down. How-
ever, don't think that there is not a repeater
in this area. The Fort Supply repeater 147
1272 is still up and working. This machine
has about the same coverage as the Wond-
ward repeater.

If you are through this arca on a Monday
or Thursday night, check-in to the Northwest
Oklahoma Service Met. It starts at 9:00 pm
and is held on the 147.12/72 repeater. This
net is sponsored by the Great Plains Amateur
Radio Club. We will be looking forward to
hearing you.

Bill KDSIR Put the Woodward digipe
ater back on the K-101 tower a few miles
west of Sharon. So all of you packeteers are
once again able to connect into Northwestern
Oklahoma.

Amateur Radio has been a big help in
the recent earthquake in South America. 1
listened Lo the emergency communicalions on
14.275 mHz and heard quile a bit of informa-
tion on the air.

We are in the very middle of the

severe storm season. Thankfully we in North-
Contimesd on Page 2
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WASZNF de NNSZ: "To crr is human...lo
forgive..divine” You are forgiven, Joe, al-
though I will have 1o admit 1o a cerlain
amount of pique, as my copy was cut by our
local newspaper that week. Composing a
column is labor lost. Not knowing why is like
waving o a [riend behind a car window
covered with sunscreen. It takes a while to
understand the lack of response!

But to the matier at hand! CARA schedul-
ed a farewell picnic al the Longdale boat
dock shelter for Vern Brewer KASSZD, and
XYL Fran, who are moving to Louisiana.
‘Thirty minules belore arrival time it began to
rain and rain and rain Was the picnic can-
celled? No way! Fourteen sopgy Hams and
the honorecs showed up at the appointed
time and place! Belicve it or not cveryone
had a good time and no one went away

hungryl Club President Curt Briggs NSRHO
was there and his XYL Melodie and their

Ih_r-::c youngsicrs Morgan, Kelcie and Audrey.

Denny  Painton, WEK3SV, Madine Painton
NSFMH, Ray Bames and XYL Sue, Leo Peil
WZ5H and XYL Ann, Jack Day NNSZ,
Betty Day KASRTW, and Terry MceColl
M5SMLT, all showed up to wish the Brewers
GODSPEED!

CARA is planning 1o enter a float in the
Canton Lake Walleye Rodeo parade, May
18th. Leo will pull Denny Paintons (railer...
hopelully equipped [or emergency com-
munications. Yours truly NN5Z, has lettered
a sign and the station will be operated by
several members, This is the first efforl
CARA has made in this direclion although
the club has sel up an operaling booth at the
county fair a couple of years, Projects like
this are good for the club, and for amateur
radio in general.

The tornado at Skialook brought a respo-

nse from the Baptist Disaster Group. Only
the small feeding van was sent s0 no members

of the Ham Radio Fellowship was sent, but
the group that went reports that 1200 to 1300
meals a day were fed. The big unit was fully
equipped with all necessary HF equipment to
maintain communications with our Oklahoma
station at Baplist Boys Ranch in Edmond. Bill

THompson N3KLG, is trustee for the home

station.

The regular monthly meeling of CARA was
held May 9th, with Curt NSRHO chairing the
meeling. Denny WESV, Steve KF55W, Terry
NSMLT, John KBSNBQ, Belty KASRTW,
Ruth WX5Y, Nadine NSFMH, and Jack
MMN3SZ were present to finalize plans for the
Mloat for the Canton Lake Walleye Rodeo

parade. Field Day was also discussed and it
was determined that it would be held at the

usual place...WEKSV's pasture north of Orion,
Denny volunteered to furnish the hamburgers
and the club will come up with the ice cream
and fixings.

There was a discussion concerning a Movice
class with several volunteering 1o help, More
laler on this,

Melodie: "The first time I went out with
Curt,, I had to slap his face six times!”

Ann: "Why, was he that fresh?"

Melodie: "No, He fell aslecp and I thought
he was dead!:

On that note, it's time to QRT the station.
Don't forget June thirteenth......CARA will

be planning our Field Day exercise............
BE THERE OR BE SQUARE!NNI
73 NNSZ

G PARC Continued

weslern Oklahoma have had to conduct storm
spotting only once this year. But this does not
mean that there is no more in store, We still
have more than a month left to stay alert,

In the past few weeks, there have
been two storm spotier training sessions in
NW Okla. One in Shattuck and one in
Woodward. These were put on by the Nation-
al Weather Service,

The NWS5 also conducted a severe
storm awarencss program for the Elementary,
Juntor and Senior High schools in Shattuck.
The main topic of this program was Flash
Flooding, and how quick it can happen to
you,

I have heard some pretty rare DX on
the bands lately. Around 0300 UTC, 1 heard
IAOKM on 14.195. He was operating split
and listening from 14.300 to 14.310. 1 have
not worked him yet because of the tremen-
dous pile uwp! This same station has been
heard on 7.082 and 28.495. Keep an ear out
for him. Rumors have it that he has been
operating on all bands,

However I did get to work FRSDX on
Heunion Island in the Indian Ocean. T work-
ed him at 0258 UTC on 14.183.3, this guy has
a lrue booming signal. He also had a pretty
good sized pile up, but it was not that hard 1o
break through. Listen for EKOKBZ on 15
meters.

An interesting article in the May QST
is on page 22. It is titled "Basic Steps Toward
Eliminating Telephone RFI:. If you are like
me, | found this one very interesting. Because
I, like most other hams, have some RFI
problems. Check it out! 73, Phil NSQCN

It was cloudy and on the cool side, Sun-
day May 5th. Fiftecen members and one visitor
were brave, came oul enjoying a good cover-
ed dish dinner. After lunch the sun broke oul
and it was nice.

Reading WASZNF Joc Hardings apology.
Any person who works for sixtcen years with
the work load Joe has owes no one an apaol-
ogy as far as [ am concerned. Joe that is what
most people would call perfection. A person
who makes no mistakes, does nothing at all,
If it will make you feel any betier, you arc
heartily forgiven. You are doing a good job.

WOSB Edgar our president called the
meeling 1o order near 2:30pm. Ed called for
commiltee reports. There was no report of
where Field day was to be held. Allcr a brief
discussion it was decided to check on the
park in Okarche Grst. IF it was not available,
it was back up on the hill. Ed checked it oul
and reported Wednesday Net, the eighth. It
was available and was reserved at that time.

A motion was made by KSGEN Johnny
that the club furnish the hamburgers, buns
and the gas nceded. Motion seconded by
WASPFK Ralph. Molion carried. The spous-
cs arc o bring the rest of the trimmings.
Anicnnas, radios, and some equipment will
necd more detailing yel.

The technical committee has the go-ahead
to purchase a ncw controller for the club
repealer.

P i

The June 9th meeting will be held at the
Watonga State Bank Community Room.
Location--From west or from Geary. Ami
stop light at southwest corner of town, go
cast on Highway 33 to the street west side of
the Phillip 66 Station, turn north 1% blocks,
turn lefl into alley. Come to south door.

‘The visilor was NSOLS Don from Crock-
elt TX. Visiting with him I told him that I
have a cousin living there. Her name is Fan-
nie Pritchett. Don said *T know her she lives
across town from me.” Don just finished air
controller school in Oklahoma City. When he

goes back he will be located in Housion.
Good luck Don.

First let us not forget that there are Wo-
men Veterans too, If you are a veteran, find
a veteran's organization, join and support it
We have thousands who need help. Vels are
gelting more and more culbacks,

Il you do nol have an organized group
celebrating the 4th of July, come 10 Watonga.
We invile you we are having an old fashioned
family picnic at noon.

I AM AMERICAS HERITAGE
Thomas Wicks, Sr.

I am your flag. I was born on June 14. ]
am more than just cloth shaped into a design.
I am the refuge of the worlds oppressed
people. I am the silent sentinel of freedom. I
am the emblem of the grealest sovereign
Nation on Earth. I am the inspiration for
which American Patriols gave their lives and
fortunes. I have led your sons into battles
from Valley Forge to the desert sands of Iraq.
I walk in silence with each of your honored

Continued
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Minutes of May Meeting

Meeting was called lo order by Presi-
denl Jack, WBSZKZ, at 12:04 p.m. with
18 members and guesls present.
Motions passed thal the minutes of lasl
manth’s meeling be approved as pub-
lished in the C&E and that the Treas-
urer’'s reporl, biven by Bob, W5HXL, in
Ellard's absence be approved,

Steve, WHVCJ), advised the group thal
last month’s molion changing the 1992
club dues was not in accordance with
the By-Laws; that such a motion could
only be enlerlained al the last club
meeting of the year. With that in mind,
the club tabled the (null) motion until
December. Al thal time the club’s
19892 dues will be changed o $5.99
(Grinl). With all the old and new busi-
ness taken care of, meeling adjourned
at 12:10 p.m.

Bob, WSHXL, drawing on his old man-
agement presentation skills, showed
maps he had prepared to show his
travels over the country, and focused
on his last year trip which included
Yellowstone and Glacier National Park.
He discussed several areas in detail
and proceeded to show a commercial
video tape of the 150 square mile park.
Thanks for the presentation, Bobh! Joe,
K5JB, Secy

Editor's note: The following Hambones
feature, which is becoming a regular
submission of Jack, WB5ZKZ, was de-
livered with some disclaimers. Jack
tried to blame some of il's contents on
Charlie, WASJGU, who roundly denied
responsibility. Jack was the guy who
handed it to me, so 1 think he ought to
shoulder all the blame he can gel! Joe,
K5JB

Hambones

A net occasionally known as the “Tur-
key Hetl”, or the "l don’'t know who to
turn it o Net®, meels weekdays and
Saturday approximately 7:45 am. and
on Sunday at 9:00 am. on the Slate
RACES repealer operating on 145.410
MHz, down 600,

Bob Ashby, WSHXL, is the #1 Turkey
(we're all glad he is #1 al somelthing).
The chief optimist is Jim, W5VSW, and
he always exclaims, "Ohl! What a
beautiful dayl”, regardless of the fact

there may be 6 inches of snow on the
ground, hailing, with a tornado warning
in eflect, He must work for the
Oklahoma Chamber of Commerce,

Jim Williams, K5SVRL, frequenlly
*checks in® but al his advanced age,
“signs” and goes to lhe senior cilizen
center in Warr Acres.

George Clark, W5ZKK, checks in using
lone CW,, however he oflen leaves the
net early as a neighbor drags him ofl
kicking, screaming and hollering to go
get coflee and donuts.

Rarely “checking in” 15 Hugh Benson,
KASDGY, belter known as “The Dog-
Gone Yankee®, His wile, Meg, listens
to all comments, occasionally encour-
aging Hugh to use the transmilter lo
verbalize on slalements that have
been made.

The “Turkey Net™ welcomes back Fred
Boardman, WSHL, following his recenl
iliness. Fred is also known as "Noise
Limiter”. (Ed nole: | always called him
“No Luck”.)

Another "check in® -- “Pills, ladine and
Aspirin®, or °l just don't understand”,
or “To lell you the honesl truth®, or “I
hate to lell you this, but it just won't
work™. We wish he would talk to his
wile about the newspaper arlicles be-
fore he comments on the air,

The "Old Eagle” (he says the, "Wise Old
Eagle®) Charlie, WASJGU, is a frequent
“check in". Aflter asking Ken, KSVFN,
and Bob, WSHXL, for commenls we
have determined -- NO COMMENT!

Another "Turkey” not "checking in” too
often is Jack Muse, WBSZKZ. It seams
he doesn't gel up thal early in the
morning -- besides, he is Jusl plumb
lazy.

Gobble-Gobblel Jack, WB5HZKZ

Dayton Hamvention

Well, Hamvention 1991 has come and
gone, and il was a good one this year.
Since | already have one of everything,
| wasn’t compelled to find anything in
particular, exceptl a Repealer Directory
for KD5IS and a 12BY7 for W5SHL. It
didn’t take all three days to find those
items so | didn't feel too rushed. Joe,
WASFLT, Stan, N5JFQ), and | took video
cameras and big plans to gel it all on
tape. Joe and | planned on taking
more “out- takes” for the 100K {Inter-
national Order of Krazies) annual
video, We were going lo get “em
"coming and going”, heh! Unfortu-

nately, my camera crapped oul on Fri-
day morning  alter  wviewing the
previous day’s takes and Joe and | had
lo share his camera.

The weather was almost perfect for a
weekend oulside. It was overcast al-
most all the lime. There was one brief
peribd of heavy showers but we were
pratty well prepared for that, | dry oul
a lot more quickly than | recover frorm
sevare sun roasling.

Joe and | team up on lhe flea markel
and carefully comb it oul, row by row,
first up one side, lhen down the other.
We were able to finish our firsl pass in
aboul a day and a hall. We found se-
veral goodies for others who made
their wishes known so we waren'l
careless as we combed, bul | missed
at least three people who were there.
Two of them had a flea market space
50 they should have bean easy 1o find,
but we missed them. (There are over
20,000 people at this eveanl!)

We only went inside of the arena
(Dealers and Forums) long enough to
photograph some “out-lakes”. | did
lape a nice demonstration by Faul
Hewland on the TAPR Metcon-1 kit. It
is a packel radio based remote control
unit that would be useful for remote
control and monitoring conditions at a
repeater site. It is currently in bela
test and should be available from
TAPR soon.

| stopped lo chat with Norm, W2JUP,
al the AEA booth and take a close look
at the AEA DSP ([digital signal proc-
essing) modem, Looks neat and will
be available in July or Augusl in quan-
lities. This box will be desired by any-
one who does salellites, high speed
work, or just wants to have the most
axpensive loy available, The lwo porl
varsion will cost about $1000. The
single port model is quite a bit less, but
still Iwice the cost of a PK-232. Il you
are timid, you can gel the single port
one al first, and add the second porl
later.

| didn’t go to any of the forums, and |
wasn't able to find any Okies who
wanled lo forgo the Gathering of the
Faithful to attend the Mid-America Co-
ordination Council meeling on Friday
night, so ORS! wasn’t represented, |
have a problem with the lime and
place of that meating. It is after the
formal Hamvenlion activities, which is
OK, | guess, but it is a Holiday Inn and
not near the Hamvention site, which is
OK too | guess. It all depends on pri-
orities and | guess al my age my pri-
orities for meetings isnt too high.




Anyway we tried to find a volunteer
and falled.

TWA has long ago fligured out our

game and we are no longer cashing in
the freebie vouchers on these irips.

Bill, WASFWD, and his co-workers band
over backwards lo make us happy and
they got us back on time, feeling re-
freshed. The only downside to the re-
lurn trip was at 5t Louis airport where
the ice cream was on the other side of

the security check point; resull of the
Gull War, | guess,

| gotta mention Tim, WASLTM, our Tour
Planner, and Motel Quality Assurance

Director. He did an excellent job this
year and managed lo worm into the

heart of an lcom Technical Customer
Service Rep. Who sent him some im-
proved “Pocket Guides”™ for the 1C-24
lype talkies. Tim duly mailed me one,

for which 1 am grateful. Plans are
starting to form for next year!

Let's see what was in my mail bag
here... Joe, K5JB

P.R.LN. Alive and Well

Do you know whal a METCON-1 board
i5? How about a weather cluster?

These are a just a few of the subjects
talked about on the Packet Radio In-
formation Nel each Sunday at 1400
CDT / 1000 UTC. This is an open for-

mal voice net for the advancement of
packel radio and help for the new
packeteer,

Tune in on 7.240 MHz and hear aboul
what the new Version 4.0 KAM hard-
ware can do. See you Sunday.

Brought
K2GKK

o my atlention by Mac,

More on Packet Nets

Incidentally, reading the above re-
minded me to remind you that we are
still meeting on 3882, plus or minus,

on Salurday mornings at 7:00 a.m.
Look for Doug, WBSHLR; Jim, W5JDH:
Glen, WHZKK, or me. You will be more
likely to hear us at that time of the

morning on 75M than the P.R.ILN net
on 40M. Joe, K5JB

C Programming Humor

Monte, WBSRZX, sent me the follow-

ing, for you who “roll your own® on
compulters:

(Left on the blackboard by students in
a Real-Time Syslems course)

How to program in “C*

1. Use lots of global variables.

2. Give them cryplic names such as;
»27, a_gel, or Horace,

3. Put everylhing in one large .h
lile.

4, Implament the entire project at
ORCe,

5. Use macros and §{deflines to emulale
Pascal.

6. Assume the compiler takes care of
all the little details you didn’t
fquite understand.

How io debug a "C" program.

1. If at all possible, don™t. Let
someone alse do il

2. Change majors.

3. Insert/remove blank lines at random
spols, re-compile, and excecute.

4, Throw holy waler on the terminal.

2. Dial 911 and scream,
6. There is rumour that “printf” is

useful, but this is probably
unfounded.

7. Port everything to CP/M.

8. If it still doesn’t work, re-write
it in assembler. This won'l fix
the bug, but it will make sure no
one else finds il and makes you
look bad.

More Programmer Humor

Excerpled from The Guardian Com-
puter Page on March 14th:

The March issue of Forth Dimensions
reported the results of a competition
held at a recent conference aboul
Forth where you had lo complete the
phrase “Computing is like sex be-
cause..”. The women's entries in-
cluded:

“You never know when to stop.”
"Many users are satisfied without
documentation.”

And the winner from Anne Edgecomb:
“It's never finished.”

The men’s enlries included:

“I can never get enough of iL.”
“When | can’t get to sleap | have to
do one or the other.”

"My wile doesn’t want me to do
either.”

“When you do it professionally it’s
not as much fun.”

“When you make a mistake you end up

supporting it for years.”

And the winner from Nick Grossman;
“¥ou can hear about it, you can talk

about it, you can read about il, you

can even walch il done by experls,

it's still more satisfying o getl
personally involved with it.”

Real Englneers...

Forwarded by Monte, WBSRZX. |l
didn’t think this was particularly funny,
but...

Real Engineers consider themselves
well-dressed if their socks match.

Real Engineers buy their spouses a sel
of matched screwdrivers for their
birthday.

Real Engineers wear moustaches or
beards for “elficiency”. Not because
they're lazy.

Real engineers have a non-technical
vochulary of 800 words.

Real Engineers think a “biting wit® is
their fox terrier.

ﬁ&al Engineers know the second law

of thermodynamics - bul not thelr own
shirt size.

Real Engineers repair their own cam-
eras, lelephones, televisions, walches,
and automatic transmissions.

Real Engineers say “It's 70 degrees
Fahrenheit, 25 degrees Celsius, and

298 degrees Kelvin® when all you said
was “lsn’t it a nice day”

Real Engineers give you the feeling
youre having a conversation with a
dial tone or busy signal.

Real Engineers wear badges so they
daon’t forget who they are. Sometimes
a nole is allached saying "Don’t offer
me a ride loday. | drove my own car”.

Real Engineers’ politics run towards
acquiring a parking space with their
namea on it and an office with a window,

Real Engineers know the “ABC’s of In-
frared” from A to B.

Real Engineers rotate their tires for
laughs.
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Here is a chance to
register for HAM
HOLIDAY.

Complete the pre-
registration.

Malil it today !
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HAM HOLIDAY 1991
ARRL CONVENTION
HOBBIES, ARTS & CRAFTS BUILDING
OKLAHOMA STATE FAIR PARK
JULY 27TH & 28TH, 1991
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
LAST NAME FIRSTNAME ______
ADDRESS . CALLSIGN ____
G [ iy (R —— . STATE . |
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(Name & Call Sign) _ _ -
Reserve __  REGISTRATIONS @$600ea, $_
Reserve ___ FLEAMARKET TABLES @ $5.00ea. §% S
Reserve ____ SCHOLARSHIP AWARD TICKETS
@ 5$200ca. OR 3for 500 $__
TOTAL 3%

[Registration(s) will be mailed 1o you il received before July 13, 1991]. Send Pre-Registration Form with check or money order 10:

CORA HAM HOLIDAY 1991 «» P.O. BOX 95942 « OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73143-5942
Must be postmarked by July 23, 1971




dead, to their linal resting place beneath the
silent White crosses row on row. 1 have flown
through Peace and War,Strife and Prosperity
and amidst it all I have been respected.

My Red siripes .. symbolize the blood
spoiled in defense of this glorious nation.

My White stripes ... signify the burning
tears shed by Americans who lost their sons.

My Blue field ... is indicative of God"s
heaven under which T fly.

My Stars .. clustered together, unify 50
slales as one, for God and Country.

"Old Glory” is my nickname, and proudly 1
wive on high. Honor me, respect me, defend
me [or your lives and fortunes, Never let
enemies tear me down from my lofly position,
lest 1 never return. Keep alight the fires of
patriotism and strive earnestly for the spirit of
democracy. Worship Eternal God and keep
His Commandments, and 1 shall remain the

bulwark of peace and freedom for all.
I am your Flag.

A MEMORIAL DAY PRAYER
By Otis R. Holloway

Heavenly Father, we gather again in memo-
ry of those who gone before. We do this each
year, Honor Ouwr Dead< whom we adore.
Beginning with Fort Sumpter, and so many
battles on our great nation’s soil. Later San
Tuan Hill came into play, again our nation we
do toil. Peace was just for a short while then
across the waters we went, Argonne, Belleau
Woods and many more defended our cause
and forced our vent. Along came Anzio, the
Bulge and others, Pearl harbor, Far East --
suddenly Enola Gay, one bomb ended that
era ever so'fine. Alas Pusan, Porkchop Hill in
just a few short years, Now 38th Paralle! is
holding-perhaps it will stay somehow, Then
500N again, it came once more. Ever so long
there was Dak-To, Tuy Hoa |, unforgiving
jungle mess we grieved once more, we did
care. The recent war, the Persian Gulf and
desert sand, tho short and swift it did go, the
world saw our mighty forces, grand. We pray
this is the last war as we hoped so many
limes before. Honor each year though with
flags and fowers, wars we abhor, Many of our
nations gave their all for our country each
and every one to let us live in one accord
when the last battle is won, Amen.

A child is irrestible until it sets and watch-
es TV, then it becomes an immovable object.

A good friend is one who thinks you are a
good egg, although he knows you are partially
cracked.

Quotes from the Watonga Radio FM 93,1,
Man Mountain and side kick radio hour. 6 to
7 am.

If you miss the next meeling at Watonga,
we will be sad, God Bless, Ralph WASPFK

Customer: Waiter, why do you have your
thumb on my steak?

Walter: 1 don't want it to fall on the fRoor
again.

! ; i
N Rebis Sty

The May meeting of SCARS was held at
the Norman Red Cross on the 11th at about
(7:40. The treasurers report indicated that
there was $1485 and some change in the
account.  Bills were payable to Oklahoma
Two Way, CORA, KBSABS, NSBEW, and
1.1‘1'1‘:;&[]1hn:l-m:l company. The membership
lo direct the treasurer pay the bills,

'Il"hn next meeting will be on the 13th of
une.

The "Mall Day” at Sooner Fashion Mall
was a success thanks to much work by
MSMAF coordinating the various functions
and making sure ing happened on
time, Although the band conditions were
not very good and everyone else in the
country had gone to Daylon, a number of
HF contacts were made, People were also
interested in the demonstration of packet

radio. As usual, the dir{?la that got the
most attention was the layback of
torados  furnished by Bill Bunting,

N3SAL, a meteorologist at the Norman
NWS office. Bill was unable to attend be-
cause he was making damage surveys of the
storms which occurred a day earlier.
Thanks was given to all who assisted in
the 8%er bicycle race. As has been the case
in past years a number of club members
helped out with safety communications
around the race course which was in the

Lake Draper area,

A discussion was held about items
needed for the Field Day kit. No one had
the list at the meeting. Two antennas will
be available. There was also discussion
about the level of participation that the club
could support for Field Day. It may nol be

ssible to run the station all night due to
ack of interest. Final plans will be made
at the June meeting and operator training
(how to fill out the logs correctly) will be
conducted by NIBW.

W5SUZD arrived at 09:50 and by the
time he discovered that a meeting was tak-
ing place his escape route had been
blocked.

The HF beam at the Red Cross in now
working. A problem with the rotator was
repaired and it should all be operational
now., The Red Cross antenna has been
mounted above the HF beam. We don't
have a two meter antenna up yet but
NSBEW offered to donate a Ringo Ranger.

Steve, NIEW announced that he had set
up the course material for the next MNovice
ass. It is set up so that a number of peo-
ple can each I one lopic, or a few
topics, that they are comfortable with and
no one has to teach the entire course, A
volunteer is needed to coordinate the course
and volunteer instructors will be needed to
teach, No start date has yet been decided.
NSBEW displayed the new (lo us)
uipment for the in-town receiver.
MSKUK has the chassis to mount all of the
equipment and will proceed with construc-

tion of the controller. In the mean time,
we had a lighitning sirike on the main
repeater site which helped uncover a weak
spot in the controller there, It also wi

out the phone line again, The controller
deficiency has been corrected and in an-

other lightning storm a week later no
problems were encountered. The phone
company has repaired the phone line,

Don Schader, KBSABS, has had to pel
up on.Saturday mornings somewhat earlier
than everyone else for the last couple of

years, 15 18 because he had gotten the
doughnuts and fixed the coffee for the rest
of the club. Don has other malters to
attend to and has tummed in the keys,
sSomeone who can iake a turn at picking up
the doughnuts and unlocking the place
needs to step forward for us to continue the
tradition of the Saturday moming pet to-
pether,

There was no more business and the
meeting adjourned at 10:15.

de NSKUK

I have received some questions lately sbout the
use of the term VIP when used fo describe
storm intensity on weather radar. the follow-
Ing is an article written by Jerry Hunt several

years ago for publication in the Weather Warch
news letter.
de NSKUK

UNDERSTANDING VIP
by Jerry Hunt, NSMAY

Radio Amateurs across Oklahoma will for
the first time have access to Radap IT data via
Packet Radio. This will provide them with a
valuable tool in conducting spotter operations,
However, any tool Is only as good as ones
knowledge of how to use it. The explanation
given below is intended to provide some
knowledge and thus understanding of the VIP
product.

The term VIP is an acronym for Video Inte-
grator Processor, This is actually the hardware
unit (a computer) that quantizes the radar
echoes into 6 different levels, VIP levels This
stalement requires some explanation.

Water droplets within clouds reflect energy
1o the radar. The more droplets or the larger
sized droplets reflect more energy than fewer
or smaller sized droplets. Conventional
Weather radars, unlike other radars, measure
the power of the returned echo. Through the
use of the radar equation, the amount of re-
turned energy can be equated to the amount of
water in a storm, hence potential rainfall rates
can be estimated. Discussion of the radar equa-
tion is beyond the scope of this article.

Most radio amateurs understand terms like
db and dbm. To understand VIP levels a new,
but similar term must be introduced; the dbz.
Like db and dbm, dbz to be meaningful must
be related 1o a standard reference. For weather
radars this reference is the receivers MDS
(minimum detectable signal). This level is
normally less than a -103 db. Thus a -103db
has become the reference for dbz., The trans-
mitters power output must also be taken into
account for dbz to be meaningful. S-band
Weather radars are operated at a standard peak
power output of about 410 KW,



The Digital Video Integrator Processor
(DVIP) takes the returned echo power levels
and places them into one of 6 different levels
fior display on the radar, This is what the radar
operator sees, up o six different intensity lev-
els on his scopes. The radio amateur petling a
VIP product via packet radio is gelting very
much the same thing. The difference is that a
another computer, RADAP 11, is taking auto-
matic radar observations and is providing the
data in ASCII format, Here the réturned echo
power levels (in dbz) are given as VIP levels 1
thru 6. Thus a VIP 1 = 18 dbz, VIP 2 = 30
dbz, etc.

There areé some problems that must be taken
into account when using VIP levels. The first
and one of the most significant is the fact that
the radar equation assumes that the radar beam
i3 full, L.e., that the warget completely fills the
radar bearm. This is not a real problem when
the target is close to the radar as typical
weather targets are quite large. As the targets
get further away from the radar, the radar
beam grows in size (the WSR-57 has a 2
degree beam width), and the targets must be
larger to completely fill the beam. Thus dis-
tance and the targets real size can introduce
errors in assigning measured power levels 1o
the appropriate VIP level,

Another problem with VIP levels is related
to a targets distance from the radar. Consider
two identical targets that are occurring at dif-
ferent ranges from the radar. The closer target
will return more enérgy to the radar than the
further target. This is taken into account, by
both the DVIP and Radap II, for ranges from
about 10 w 120 miles by use of a range nor-
malization curve. MNote however that targets
located at a distance greater than 120 miles
from the radar are not corrected for range.
Further, they probably will not fill the radar
beam. Thus the VIP levels must be suspect.

There are other problems with using a
Radap I VIP product. The data can be con-
taminated with Anomalous Propagation, second
trip echoes, etc. These problems do not
diminish the value of using VIP levels. Rather
knowledge of these problems provide a means
of using VIP levels more effectively.

T

Inatead of the regular
COCO meeting, the June meeling
will ba a FPICNIC ON SATURDAY.

JUNE 1, from 8:00 A.M. to 4:00
P.M. at KIWANI3 PARK's KORTH
PAVILION in MIDWEST CITY . We
are having a picnic -- awap
meet; bring Bar-B-que, picnic
food (hot dogs, chili, beans,

bung, etc.) and anything you
want to swap. The club will
bring the charcoal., drinks,
and a lot of c¢club hardwvare/
software for the swap. The
Prez will bring a tape player
with 50's and 60's music.
Bring your cassettes and we'll

play them too. Directions

aAre: aagl on Reno, south on
Midweat Blvd, for a ahort
disbtanve, and then back to the
west 1/2 mile to the parking
lot and pavilion. Wae will
havae the picnic—-— rain or
ghine.
Fyom
Greetings.

the Praz!
the reorganization
of the club format has been
aucceasful . Attandance B
increased with the inclusion
of the IBM Special Interest
Group (SIG). Walcome and
thanka. The club's library is
lacking IBM software at thia

tima. All donations of Public
Domain or shareware software
is always appreciated. Wa do

need those experienced in IBM
uae to come forward and
identify themselves. We could
uge ideas and pPrograms
connected with SIG.

The May 11, regular

meeting of COCO met at Rose
State College in Room 129
beginning at 12:00. The
President, Den Fox; Treasurer,
Martin Schiel;: and Secretary,
Dorothy Roberts; and sixteen
mambers were present. The
Secretary reported a profit of
approximately 3$500 with the
gale of the hardware connected
with COCO Net.

Hardware problems -- One
member was wondering about the
availability of print heads
from the Gemini 10X printers.
A cost of $40 was estimated by

several members, but
availability was limited. One
person suggested that
gometimes the print head goes
too far when printing; after
thig, the ribbon will not ride
in the correct place,. He

fixed his by a folded piece of
paper wedged in the correct

place Lo push some metal
pileces together 3¢ that the
ribbon would track correctly.

Onea memher
after
chip.

Martin showed a new
top Zeoa notebook;it
portable and weigha only 7
lba. with VGA, 1 meg. memory,
serial/parallel port, and RBG
pack. The only drawback seems
to be a "weird" keyboard that
resembles the original Coco 2.
Twenty or 40 meg. hard drive
and a color monitor are coming
goon. With careful wuse, the
laptop can be used three to
four hours. One member
raported on a hand-held
computer with a color diaplay
and a four-hour battery; it
opens like a European-style
talapﬂgne, One member mention

wags needing help
burning out the wvideo

lap
is truly

that TI made the
held calculator from 1957-59;
however, the market was not
ready and the project failed.
One person was having
difficulty making double—-asided
9 and 1/4 in. from single-
aided diskettes. Several
people gave suggestions about
templates, etc. Radic Shack
has 059 materials for £9.95
and Deakmate for %$4.95. Cne
membear wanted a Coco based,
gimple word-processing program

firet hand-

that would allow imbedded
printer codes. Elite Word and
VIP were suggested. One

member related a program that
he had usead called Mind
Readar . It would anticipate
numbears, words, percentage.
etc. This spad up the data
entry.

MISCELLANEOUS —
Weast has a net for users
migss the Coco net.
Aracus on 752-8955.

PROGRAM — Bill Demand
demonstrated the wuse of the
CocoMax. He went through the
special features: atretch,
fonte, printing, drawing with
its several options. He was
doing the demonstration wvia
video, He get up a video,
camera/srecorder on a tripod to
tape & video of the
demonstration. The quality
was good, but the distance
made the reading of the icons
difficult. At the eand of the
regular demo, Bill showed that
connecting the computer wvideo

Chuck
that
His 1=

directly t o t h e
camera/recorder was much
clearer and made the output
larger. The only disadvantage

was that you can not see what

the operator ia physically
doing and the wvoice must be
dubbed in. The Cocoe 3 has a

color wvideo output;
the Coco 2 does not.

April's demonatration was
given by Martin Schiel. He
had a laptop computer
connected to a LCD display on
top of an overhead projector.
It wag supposed to be a color
diaplay, but Martin had not
previously been able to get
the color going. The color
did co—operate for the
demonstration. At Tinker the
program was used to have an
updated map and information in
co-ordinated program. An

howewvar,

aerial photo was scanned and
transferred to a map with an
auto-cad program. Harwvard
Graphicvs was usged to make
color/ahape coded icons for
planea, atc. The program can
click on and ZOOmM Oon any

Continued on back page




Trwwschory Frickery Serhrcicay

| 1

THe next issue of the Collector & Emitter will be put to

bed 12 June - Present plans call for a FOUR PAGE with
'3 the total of all the secret Ham Holiday information, in other
|4 e . ., s .
. | words it will be a Ham Holiday edition, mailed to a total of
3000 hams. It will have a preregistration form and the rest
of the copy all about Ham Holiday. |
1
10 # 12 AA a night, we will have food catered in, We plan
. - | for breakfast at the site on Sunday moming
Edit for those who wish.
E The new repealer is up and the new link is
cv up and performing beautifully in NW OKC.
They both sound great. Keep listening for
— = e — = —  more.
MORE COCO § hmntear Rudle £, % ] CONGRATULATIONS go to Jim NSOHL
..?" gty REFEATEFR who is now an Extra Class operator. Calch
i::ztmng thiu bl?'.l:_r;up Enm:inae = E FREQUEMNCY him on the CW bands, he just had his rig
. B W ext on ~e| luned especially for that, and we hope no
identification, atasis, etc. LT . 135S T2
Information can be  entered %""“mm“"’ ' i | more amoke: gets oul.

from the keyboard and can be
interfaced with other
computers. This instant
information im usaful in
smergencies (such as moving
expengive airplanes out of way
of damag ing waather
conditions) or for everyday
maintenance of records.

The Prez asks for HELP
WITH THE SALE'S TABLE that the

B U ready for F D17

Our club is getting ready for this year's
Ficld Day at the Oak Cllf Volunteer Fire
Department at 8299 MNorth Bryant (1 mile
north of Waterloo) in Edmond. We would
like to see everybody there, if not for an

eychall QS0, then come out and look at the
setup, NSOHL Jim and KASWIS Lee, and
NSIXZ Larry have been putting things toget-
her and we should have a good time,

= Keep the 4th of July open on your calen-

dar il you would like help 1o stage the
Edmond parade. Our club has been asked to

do the honors again this year and planning
will get in [ull swing soon.

Ham Holiday is around the comer also. It
will change location to the Oklahoma State

Fair Park this year and is on July 27 and 28.

The next meeting is June 22 at the Osk
Cliff Fire S3tation, with dinner. Listen to
Monday night nets, 8:00 pm local on 147.135

club plane to have AT THE :
There will ne an antenna party about 1130 (+ offset) for further details.
] . ;
aigﬂﬂég{‘; H:.I;:I EﬁTF:Trgiglﬁd::: am Saturday with a _Jimncr party Saturday CUL on the bands de KBSHXT, Mike. 73
helpers must have an entry "_ T - . 1
;ifkat. Anyone wishing to
elp contact any officer. It |
was suggested that our club GKLA.HDMA TWD'WAY |
hawva a DEMONSTRATION TABLE I
ALSO; volunteera for this RE - REG - MAX . LAND
Jamnetrat ioide, ok nisdl g GE -th;n'mmﬂmsmmﬁrgﬂ FL':}II‘];SU Eﬁ:ﬁ:ﬂn |
purchase a ticket,. ) - -
See you at the PICNIC SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATIONS - ALL BRANDS
8:00 A.M., to 4:00 P.M. on JUNE
1, at the NORTH PAVILION in ! RENTALS - LONG AND SHORT TERM
KIWANIS PARK, The eclub will i .
b:;ing 4 el LA ¥ou bElrg i COMMUNITY REPEATERS - TRUNKING - SMR
the family. food, and songs.
ﬂf pEanined e bave i ;ﬁm X | ROHN TOWERS - AMATEUR EQUIPMENT - CELLULAR |
time! ;
¥ Cvnoak PainTing | FCC LICENSE PREPARATION |
-k 9108 N, Councll R, -k VISA  MASTERCARD DISCOVER
Oklahoma City, OK 73132 HOURS: 8 AM TO 5 PM, MON-FRI. CLOSED NOON TO ONE
¥ & 728-3610 % X
¥ ¥ RUBBER STAMPS ~ WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS
I
¥  QSLCARDS! ¥ |
X ewsierrens.svens K 413 NE 38th TERRACE 528-6467 |
o xxyx L S TS
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